
50-23 Connectivity and Circulation 

  Article 4, Page 49 (UDC 3/23) 

50-24 PARKING AND LOADING. 

50-24.1 Applicability. 
Development and redevelopment that provides off-street parking must follow all the provisions of this 
Section. 
(Ord. No. 10044, 8 16 2010, § 6; Ord. No. 10096, 7 18 2011, § 26.; Ord. No. 10868, 12-11-23, § 7) 
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50-24.2    Maximum parking spaces. 

All development and redevelopment after [December 11, 2023] shall adhere to a maximum amount of off 
street parking as stated in the table below unless an exemption from or variation of this requirement is 
provided in another section of this Chapter. Any use not listed is exempt from maximum parking 
requirements. 

Off-street parking spaces that existed on November 18, 2010, and that were composed of hard-surfaced, 
dust-free material such as concrete, bituminous, or pervious paving materials may continue even if they 
exceed the maximum parking limit. 

Table 50-24-1:  Maximum-Off-Street Parking 
Use Maximum 

RESIDENTIAL USES 
Dwelling, townhouse 2.5 spaces per dwelling unit  
Dwelling, multi-family 2.5 spaces per dwelling unit  
Residential care facility  1 space per 3 residential care beds 
Sober house 1 space per 3 single occupancy beds 
Rooming house 2 spaces per habitable unit 
PUBLIC, INSTITUTIONAL AND CIVIC USES 
Club or lodge (private) 4 spaces per 1,000 sq. ft. of floor area 
Hospital As determined by approved MU-I Plan  
Medical or dental clinic 6 spaces per 1,000 sq. ft. of  gross floor area 
Nursing home 2 spaces per 6 beds 
Religious assembly 1 space per 2 seats or per 100 sq. ft. in main auditorium, whichever is 

greater 
COMMERCIAL USES 
Automobile and light vehicle repair and service 3 spaces per 1,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area 
Automobile and light vehicle sales, rental or storage 3 spaces per 1,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area 
Bank 5 spaces per 1,000 sq. ft of gross floor area 
Building material sales 1.5 spaces per 1,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area 
Business park support activities 3 spaces per 1,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area 
Convention and event center 1 space per 2.5 seats or per 100 sq. ft. in auditorium and event spaces, 

whichever is greater 
Daycare facility 1.5 spaces per 5 persons care capacity 
Filling station 6 spaces per 1,000 sq. ft. gross floor area plus 1 per service stall 
Garden material sales 1.5 spaces per 1,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area 
Grocery store 5 spaces per 1,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area 
Hotel or motel 1 space per guest room plus 1 per 150 sq. ft. of gross floor area in all 

accessory uses including restaurants and meeting rooms 
Indoor entertainment facility 4 spaces per 1,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area. 
Marina or yacht club 4 spaces per 1,000 sq. ft. of clubhouse area, plus 1 per 10 boat slips  
Office 4 spaces per 1,000 sq. ft of gross floor area 
Personal service or repair 4 spaces per 1,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area 
Preschool 1.5 spaces per 5 persons care capacity 
Restaurant 10 spaces per 1,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area 
Retail store  4.5 spaces per 1,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area 
Theater 1 space per 4 seats or 2 per 150 sq. ft. in main auditorium, whichever is 

greater 
Truck or heavy vehicle sales, rental, repair or storage 1.5 spaces per 1,000 sq ft. of gross floor area 
Vacation dwelling unit As indicated in Section 50-20.3 
Veterinarian or animal hospital 4 spaces per 1,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area 
INDUSTRIAL USES 
• Contractor’s shop and storage yard 
• Dry cleaning or laundry plant  

1.5 spaces per 1,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area 

ACCESSORY USES 
Accessory bed and breakfast 1 space for primary use dwelling; plus 1.5 spaces per habitable unit 
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(Ord. No. 10044, 8-16-2010, § 6; Ord. No. 10096, 7-18-2011, § 27; Ord. No. 10286, 3-10-2014, § 10; 
Ord. No. 10340, 11-24-2014, § 1; Ord. No. 10458, 7-11-2016, § 2; Ord 10746, 5-10-2021, § 5; Ord. No. 
10868, 12-11-23, § 9; Ord. No. 10868, 12-11-23 § 10)
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50-24.3 Calculation of parking spaces. 
The following rules shall apply to calculation of the number of required parking spaces: 
A. Floor area shall mean the gross floor area of the specific use; 
B. Requirements for a fraction of a parking space shall be ignored; 
C. The parking space requirement for a use not specifically listed in Table 50-24-1 shall be the same 
as for the most similar use listed in that table, as determined by the land use supervisor; (Ord. No. 10044, 
8-16-2010, § 6; Ord. No. 10509, 6-12-2017, §1; Ord. No. 10868, 12-11-2023, §12) 

50-24.4 Location of parking spaces. 

A. Parking location within the site. 

Parking spaces for all motorized vehicles and trailers shall only be provided on those portions of the lot 
indicated in Table 50-24-3.   (Ord. No. 10509, 6-12-17, §2; Ord. No. 10868, 12-11-2023, §13) 

Table 50-24-3: Permitted Parking Areas 
Type of Lot Permitted Parking Area 

Residential Districts 
Non-corner lot with non-
residential use The rear yard and one side yard 

Non-corner lot with 
residential use and no 
garage 

The rear yard, and the area between one 
side lot line and the nearest side wall of 
the dwelling unit and its extension to the 
improved street abutting the front yard 
(see diagram to the right). 

 

Non-corner lot with 
residential use and detached 
garage 

The rear yard, and the area between the 
closest side lot line to the side wall of the 
dwelling unit nearest to the garage, and 
its extension to the improved street 
abutting the front yard (see diagram to 
the right). 

 

Non-corner lot with 
residential use and attached 
garage 

The rear yard, and the area between the 
closest side lot line to the common wall 
separating the dwelling unit and garage, 
and its extension to the improved street 
abutting the front yard (see diagram to 
the right). 

 
Corner lot with residential 
use or non-residential use The rear yard and one side yard 

Mixed Use and Special Purpose Districts 

All mixed use and special 
purpose districts  

Buildings or projects constructed after November 19, 2010, shall locate no 
more than 50 percent of off-street accessory parking within the front yard, 
except as provided in Section 50-24.6.C or unless modified as part of an 
approved MU-I District Plan. 

Form districts Parking only permitted on those portions of the lot permitted for the building 
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Table 50-24-3: Permitted Parking Areas 
type being constructed pursuant to secs. 50-16 and 50-22. 

B. Optional pedestrian walkways within parking areas. 

For parking areas within mixed use and special purpose districts identified in Table 50-24.3, buildings or 
projects may locate up to 60 percent of off-street accessory parking within the front yard if a pedestrian 
walkway is provided.  The pedestrian walkway shall: 

• Include pedestrian-scaled lighting; 
• Be raised or otherwise designed to encourage run-off and limit ponding during wet weather; 
• Be visually recognizable to both pedestrians and motorists; 
• Include trees and other landscaping along the length of the walkway, this landscaping can also be 

used to meet parking lot landscaping requirements in Section 50-25.4; 
• Be at least eight feet wide; and 
• Include well-marked crossings where the walkway intersects with private vehicle drives.  (Ord. 

No. 10044, 8-16-2010, § 6; Ord. No. 10096, 7-18-2011, § 30; Ord. No. 10153, 5-14-2012, § 5; 
Ord. No. 10286, 3-10-2014, § 11; Ord No. 10509, 6-12-2017, § 2; Ord. No. 10769, 9-27-2021, § 
2) 

50-24.5 Parking lot design standards. 

A. General standards. 

The design of off-street parking spaces, drive aisles, and driveways shall meet the standards shown in 
Table 50-24-4; 

Table 50-24-4: Parking Design Standards 

Parking Space Size* 
Size of Car Minimum Size of Parking Space 

Small 8.5 ft. x 15 ft.  
Standard 9 ft. x 17 ft.  

Aisle Widths 
Angle of Parking Minimum Width of Aisle 

One-Way Two-Way 
Parallel/no parking 11 ft. 21 ft. 
30 degree 11 ft. 21 ft. 
45 degree 13 ft. 23 ft. 
60 degree 18 ft. 24 ft. 
75 degree 20 ft. 24 ft. 
90 degree 20 ft. 24 ft. 

Permitted Percentage of Small Car Spaces 
(Applies to lots with more than 5 spaces) 

Size of Parking Lot Maximum Percentage of Small Cars 
6 to 100 spaces 40% 
100 to 149 spaces  45% 
150 or more spaces 50% 

Required Surface Treatment/Paving 
Zone District Requirement 
All residential district parking areas  Surfaced in a dust free, hard surface material such as concrete or bituminous, or pervious 

paving materials, except for rear yards which may be surfaced in aggregate materials, 
compressed aggregates or similar surfaces if it is demonstrated that practices will be 
installed to prevent erosion.  

All mixed use and special purpose districts All parking areas and vehicle display lots, including on- and off-road vehicles, trailers, and 
all terrain vehicles, shall be surfaced in a dust free, hard surface material such as 
concrete or bituminous.  Pervious paving material shall be approved by the city engineer. 
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Table 50-24-4: Parking Design Standards 

*The area set aside for a parking space may encroach beyond the face of a curb a maximum of 1.5 ft., provided that (a) it does not include 
trees, posts, or other obstructions that would prevent a vehicle from fully utilizing the space, and (b) it is not included in required open space, 
landscape area requirements, or required pedestrian walkways. 
 
(Ord. No. 10868, 12-11-2023, § 14) 

B. Parking lot and driveway entrances. 

All parking lot and driveway entrances must conform to the design specification regulations of the city 
engineer; 

C. Snow storage areas. 

A portion of each surface parking area shall be designated for snow storage.  The areas required to meet 
the minimum parking requirements of this Section 50-24 shall not be used for snow storage.  Snow 
storage areas may be landscaped if the vegetation is selected and installed so as not to be harmed by 
snow storage.  Snow storage areas shall not count towards those landscape areas required by Section 
50-25 unless it they are integrated with a side or rear buffer required by Section 50-25; 

D. Parking lot walkways. 

Each surface parking area that (a) serves a multi-family residential, commercial, public, institutional, civic, 
or mixed use, and (b) contains 50 or more parking spaces, and (c) contains any parking spaces located 
more than 300 feet from the front façade of the building shall contain at least one pedestrian walkway 
from allowing pedestrians to pass from the row of parking furthest from the primary building façade to the 
primary building entrance or a sidewalk allowing the pedestrian to reach the primary building entrance 
without crossing additional driving spaces or aisles.  The required walkway must be at least five feet wide, 
shall not be located within a driving aisle, and shall be located in a landscaped island running 
perpendicular to the primary building façade if possible.  If located in a landscaped island, the minimum 
width of the island shall be increased by five feet to accommodate the walkway without reducing the 
amount of landscaped area.  If any parking space in the parking aisle located furthest from the primary 
structure is more than 200 feet from the walkway, additional similar walkways shall be required within 200 
feet of those spaces.  If there is a public sidewalk along the street frontage located within 50 feet of any 
required walkway, the walkway shall connect to that sidewalk; 

50-24.6 Required loading space. 

Unless otherwise provided in this Chapter, all construction of new buildings or expansions of existing 
buildings shall provide off street loading space shown in Table 50-24-5 below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Ord. No. 10044, 8-16-2010, § 6.) 

 

Table 50-24-5: Off-Street Loading Space Standards 

Type of Use or Facility Off-Street Loading Requirement 
Office, hotel or motel 1 space for 20,000 sq.ft. of gross floor area 
Personal service and repair not otherwise listed; 
building material sales; garden material sales; 
retail store not listed (large); automobile and light 
vehicle repair and service, automobile and light 
vehicle sales, rental, or storage; truck or heavy 
vehicle sales, rental, repair, or storage; 
wholesaling. 

1 space for 20,000-50,000 sq.ft. of gross floor area; and 
2 spaces for more than 50,000 sq.ft. gross floor area 

Manufacturing  1 space for 25,000 to 50,000 sq.ft. of gross floor area; 
2 spaces for more than 50,000 sq.ft. of gross floor area. 
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50-24.7 Bycycle parking. 

With the exception of single-family and two-family dwelling units, any new development, building 
expansions of more than 50% of the building’s square footage, or renovations that exceed 50% of the 
building’s value shall provide bicycle parking. 

1. Short-term and employee bicycle parking (non-residential uses). Provide permanently anchored bicycle 
racks, which provide two points of contact with the frame at least 6-inches apart horizontally, within 50 
feet of the building entrance. Racks shall accommodate parking for two bicycles plus 5 percent of 
motorized vehicle parking spaces on the site, and shall be located entirely on the property and not within 
the right of way. This requirement may be waived if the Land Use Supervisor and City Engineer 
determine there is no acceptable space for bicycle parking on the site. 

2. Resident parking (residential uses). Secure bicycle parking shall be provided at a rate of 1 bicycle for 
every 5 dwelling units. Parking shall be convenient from the street and shall meet one or more of the 
following conditions: a) covered, lockable enclosures with permanently anchored racks for bicycles; b) 
lockable bicycle rooms with racks; or c) lockable bicycle lockers. This requirement may be waived if the 
Land Use Supervisor and City Engineer determine there is no acceptable space for bicycle parking on the 
site. 

3. Bicycle parking requirements in support of uses in the MU-B, MU-W, I-G, I-W, or AP district may be 
adjusted based on the anticipated demand for bicycle parking at the site and to ensure the safety of all 
road users in industrial locations. 

(Ord. No. 10868, 12-11-2023, § 16) 

50-24.8 Electric vehicle charging stations.  

1. In any new parking lot that is accessory to either a multi-family or hotel or motel use, electric vehicle 
(EV) charging stations shall be provided as follows: parking lots with 10 or more parking spaces must 
have EV charging stations or be EV ready for a minimum of 10% of the parking spaces. Charging stations 
must include Level 2 or higher chargers; if spaces are EV ready, the wiring must support Level 2 
chargers. If the property is connected to solar or other renewable energy source, only 5% of the parking 
spaces are required to meet the EV charging/readiness requirements. 

2. If the parking capacity of an existing parking lot with 20 or more spaces, that is also accessory to either 
a multi-family or hotel or motel use, is increased by 30% or more, EV charging stations shall be provided 
as noted in 50-24.7.1 above. 

3. EV ready spaces shall include a cabinet, box or enclosure connected to a conduit linking parking 
spaces with 208/240V or higher voltage AC electrical service suitable for the number of charging stations.  
(Ord. No. 10868, 12-11-2023, § 17) 
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	C. General requirements.
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	No primary building shall be developed within a form district unless it matches one of the building types approved for that district in Table 50-22.2-1;
	2. Planning review required.
	Development of any building type must be reviewed and approved by the city through the planning review process in Article V;
	3. Permanent structures.
	All buildings constructed must be permanent construction without a chassis, hitch, or wheels, or other features that would make the structure mobile.  Temporary structures and uses are permitted as shown in Article III;

	D. Alternative compliance for renovation of existing primary structures.
	1. The renovation does not increase the existing primary structure’s footprint; and
	2. The proposed renovation achieves the goals stated in Section 50-16 relevant to the particular form district to the same degree, or better than, the building form standards set forth in Section 50-22.  (Ord. No. 10044, 8-16-2010, § 6; Ord. No. 10153...
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	A. Main street buildings.
	1. Main street building I.
	2. Main street building II.
	3. Main street building III.

	B. Corridor buildings.
	1. Corridor building I.
	2. Corridor building II.
	3. Lakefront corridor building.
	4. Corridor building III.

	C. Cottage commercial.
	1. Cottage commercial I.
	The cottage commercial building type is residential in character but commercial in use.  At a maximum height of two and a half stories, it is meant to blend in with a surrounding residential neighborhood while at the same time providing neighborhood-s...
	2. Cottage commercial II.
	Cottage commercial II is similar to cottage commercial I but is used in the West Duluth study area, which is a more intense context.  This building type may be built to the front property line and must locate parking in the rear;
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	50-22.3 Base types.
	A. General provisions.
	1. Intent.  To guide the design of the ground story of all buildings to relate appropriately to pedestrians on the street. Treatment of other portions of the building facades is detailed in each building type standard (refer to 50-22.7 through 50-22.17);
	2. Applicability.  The entire ground story front facade of all buildings must meet the requirements of one of the permitted base types, unless otherwise stated in this Section;
	3. Measuring transparency.  Refer to Section 50-22.5.D.1 for information on measuring building transparency;
	4. Visible basements. Visible basements, permitted by base type, are optional;
	5. Expression lines.  For the purposes of this Section, expression lines are an architectural feature comprised of a decorative, three dimensional, linear element, horizontal or vertical, protruding or indented at least one inch from the exterior faca...

	B. Storefront base type.
	1. Transparency.  A minimum of 75 percent of the front facade between two and eight feet above the sidewalk must be comprised of transparent, non-reflective windows into the commercial space.  A minimum of 25 percent of the windows shall have views...
	2. Elevation.  Ground story elevation must be less than or equal to one foot above sidewalk;
	3. Visible basement.  A visible basement is not permitted;
	4. Facade divisions.  Expression lines shall divide the facade into segments;
	5. Entrance.  All entries shall be recessed from the front facade closest to the street;

	C. Shopfront base type.
	1. Transparency.  A minimum of 50 percent of the front facade between three and nine feet above the sidewalk must be comprised of transparent, non-reflective windows into the commercial space;
	2. Elevation.  Ground story elevation must be between zero and three feet above sidewalk and not less than six inches above the curb, with or without optional visible basement;
	3. Visible basement.  A visible basement is permitted;
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	5. Arcade opening.  Opening may not be flush with interior arcade ceiling and may be arched or straight;
	6. Horizontal facade division.  Horizontally define the base facade from the upper stories;
	7. Visible basement.  A visible basement is not permitted;

	E. Stoop base type.
	1. Transparency.  Minimum transparency per building type is required;
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	3. Elevation.  Ground story elevation must be located a maximum of two feet, six inches, above the sidewalk without visible basement and a maximum of four feet, six inches, above the sidewalk with a visible basement;
	4. Visible basement.  A visible basement is permitted;
	5. Facade divisions.  Expression lines shall divide facade segments;
	6. Entrance.  All entries shall be located off a stoop;

	F. Porch base type.
	1. Transparency:
	2. Porch size.  The porch shall be a minimum of five feet deep and maximum of eight feet wide;
	3. Elevation.  Ground story elevation must be located a maximum of two feet, six inches, above the sidewalk without visible basement, and a maximum of four feet, six, inches, above the sidewalk with a visible basement;
	4. Visible basement.  A visible basement is permitted;
	5. Facade divisions.  Use expression lines to divide facade segments;
	6. Height.  Porch may be two stories to provide a balcony on the second floor;
	7. Entrance.  All entries shall be located off a porch.  (Ord. No. 10044, 8-16-2010, § 6; cited only by Ord. No. 10284, 3-10-2014, § 2.)


	50-22.4    Cap types.
	A. General provisions.
	1. Intent.  To guide the design of building caps in order to ensure an appropriate and aesthetically pleasing cap for all buildings;
	2. Applicability.  All buildings must meet the requirements of one of the cap types permitted for the building type;
	3. Measuring height.  Refer to the definition of “height of building” in Article VI;
	4. Other cap types.  The Iconic building type may seek to incorporate other building caps not listed as a specific type by applying for a special use permit pursuant to Section 50-37.10, but the height may not exceed the maximum height of the tallest ...

	B. Parapet cap type.
	1. Parapet height.  Height is measured from the top of the upper story to the top of the parapet;
	2. Horizontal expression lines.  An expression line shall define the cap from the upper stories of the building and shall also define the top of the cap;
	3. Occupied space.  Occupied space may not be incorporated behind this cap type;

	C. Pitched roof cap type.
	1. Pitch measure.  The roof may not be sloped flatter than a 6:12 (rise:run) or steeper than 16:12 (rise:run);
	2. Roof types.  Hipped, gabled, and combination of hips and gables with or without dormers are acceptable.  Gambrel and mansard roofs are acceptable provided that when the ridge runs parallel to the street, one dormer per 15 feet of street face is req...
	3. Parallel ridge line.  A gabled end or perpendicular ridge line shall occur at least every 100 feet of roof for two-story buildings or higher and at least every 50 feet of roof for one-story buildings when the ridge line runs parallel to the front p...
	4. Roof height.  Roof height may not be greater than the total of all floors below the roof.  For single story portions of the building, roof height may not exceed one-and-one-half times the floor below the roof; (Ord. No. 10457, 7-11-2010, § 2)

	D. Flat Roof cap type.
	1. Roof types.  Roofs with no visible slope are acceptable.  Eaves are required on all street-facing facades;
	2. Eave depth.  Eave depth is measured from the building façade to the outside edge of the eave.  Eaves shall have a depth of at least 12 inches;
	3. Eave thickness.  Eave thickness is measured at the outside edge of the eave, from the bottom of the eave to the top of the eave.  Eaves shall be a minimum of six inches thick;
	4. Interrupting vertical walls.  Vertical walls may interrupt the eave and extend above the top of the eave with no discernible cap;

	E. Towers.
	1. Quantity.  One tower is permitted per building;
	2. Tower height.  Maximum height, measured from the top of the upper story to the top of the tower, is the equivalent of the height of one upper floor of the building to which the tower is applied;
	3. Tower width.  Maximum width along all facades is one-third the width of the front facade or 30 feet, whichever is less;
	4. Occupied space.  Towers must be occupied by the same uses allowed in upper stories of the building type to which it is applied;
	5. Tower cap.  The tower may be capped by the parapet, pitched, or flat roof cap types.  (Ord. No. 10044, 8-16-2010, § 6; cited only by Ord. No. 10284, 3-10-2014, § 2.)


	50-22.5  Explanation of table requirements.
	A. Building siting.
	1. Street frontage.
	2. Side and rear setbacks.
	3. Buildable area.
	4. Parking and access.

	B. Height.
	1. Minimum and maximum overall height. ( Refer to Figure 50-22.5-B)
	2. A required minimum and maximum overall height is provided for all building types and is measured as follows:
	3. Ground story and upper story minimum and maximum height.  (Refer to Figure 50-22.5-B.)  Each building type includes a permitted range of height in feet for each story, which is measured as follows:
	4. Where a building spans a block, and the block is adjacent to two street frontages with different building height maximums, the maximum height is determined as follows:
	5. In the situation where a single party owns frontage along a street corner, the maximum height for corner parcels applies to lots with the same street frontage owned by the same property owner within 100 feet of the corner;
	6. For structures within the downtown area of the Downtown and Canal Park Special Parking District as shown in 50-24.1, the maximum height for all building types may exceed the maximum height normally allowed for the specific building type as shown in...

	C. Uses.
	1. Ground story.  The uses that may occupy the ground story of a building.  Refer to Article III, Permitted uses;
	2. Upper story.  The uses that may occupy the upper stories of a building.  Refer to Article III, Permitted uses;
	3. Parking within building.  The area(s) of a building in which parking is permitted within the structure;
	4. Occupied space.  The area(s) of a building that must be occupied by the users on a regular basis;

	D. Facade requirements.
	1. Transparency.  Measurement of the percentage of a facade that has clear, non-reflective windows.  Refer to Figure 50-22.5-C;
	2. Building entrance.
	3. Balconies.  The following requirements pertain to balconies on building facades with street frontage;

	E. Cap and base type requirements.
	1. Cap type.  The cap type(s) permitted for a given building type.  Refer to 50-22.4, Cap types, for more specific requirements;
	2. Tower.  A vertical building extension that may be permitted in conjunction with another cap type on certain building types.  Refer to 50-22.4(E), Cap types;
	3. Front street facade base type.  The base type(s) required on the street-facing facade of a given building type.  Refer to 50-22.3, Base types, for more specific requirements;
	4. Parking lot facade base type.  The base type(s) required on the facade of a given building type that faces a parking lot.  Refer to 50-22.3, Base types, for more specific requirements;

	F. Façade materials requirement.

	50-22.6 Additional development standards.
	A. Automobile and light vehicle repair and service.
	1. Service bays.  Vehicular service bays, including garages and car wash bays, shall not be located on the front façade;
	2. Outdoor activities.  All repairs or washing activities must occur inside a structure;

	B. Filling station: fuel pumps and canopies.
	1. Fuel pumps are permitted in the side or rear yards;
	2. If a lot containing fuel pumps is adjacent to any residential district, the boundary with those districts shall be buffered in accordance with the standards in Section 50-25.5.B;
	3. Canopy roof structures shall match the roof structure of the principal structure on the lot;
	4. Canopy height shall not exceed the height of the principal structure on the lot;
	5. Signage is not permitted on the canopy;

	C. Drive-through.
	1. The drive-through shall be located on the side or rear façade;
	2. When occurring adjacent to any residential district, the boundary with those districts shall be buffered in accordance with the standards in Section 50-25.5.B;

	D. Parking structure.
	1. Vertical expression lines are required every 60 feet;
	2. Ramped floors shall not be visible from the street.  Garage openings shall be organized in stories.  Story dimensions shall match adjacent buildings, measured between nine feet and 14 feet floor to floor;
	3. The street facing façade surface of the structure shall be articulated with the same level of detail and the same type of material as adjacent buildings.  Brick masonry shall be the dominant surface material, occupying a minimum of 50 percent of th...
	4. Garage entries and exits shall be located on secondary streets or alleys.  (Ord. No. 10044, 8-16-2010, § 6; cited only by Ord. No. 10284, 3-10-2014, § 2.)


	50-22.7 Building type summary table.
	50-22.8 Main street building I.
	50-22.9  Main street building II.
	50-22.10  Main street building III.
	50-22.11  Corridor building I.
	50-22.12  Corridor building II.
	50-22.13 Lakefront corridor building.
	50-22.14 Corridor building III.
	50-22.15  Cottage Commercial I.
	50-22.16 Cottage commercial II.
	50-22.17  Iconic building.

	50-23  CONNECTIVITY AND CIRCULATION.
	50-23.1 Applicability and exemptions.
	50-23.2 General circulation requirements.
	A. Where adopted city plans show a bicycle or pedestrian path or trail or sidewalk, the site design shall provide connections to those paths or trails or sidewalks;
	B. Any requests by the city for designation or dedication of land for bicycle or pedestrian trails within a proposed development shall comply with the provisions of Section 50-33.8, Land for public purposes;
	C. Unless the city engineer waives the requirement in writing based on concerns of public safety, or site/ topography constraints:
	1. Each proposed street within a new subdivision, regardless of zoning designation, shall be public and designed and constructed to city engineer construction standards;
	2. Each proposed public or private street within the R-1, R-2, R-P, MU-P, MU-N, MU-C, MU-I or MU-W districts shall include a sidewalk at least five feet wide or a multi-use trail at least eight feet wide on at least one side of the street, as determin...
	3. Each proposed public or private street within the MU-B, I-G or I-W districts shall include a sidewalk at least five feet wide or a multi-use trail at least eight feet wide on one side of the street;
	4. Proposed public or private sidewalk and multi-use trails shall use the most direct path practical;

	D. Whenever cul-de-sac streets are created, one ten foot wide pedestrian access/public utility easement shall be provided, between the cul-de-sac head or street turnaround and the sidewalk system of the closest adjacent street or pedestrian sidewalk o...
	E. A pedestrian way at least ten feet in width shall be provided near the middle of any block face longer than 800 feet in order to provide connections with streets on either side of the block;
	F. Any use requiring vehicle access from a public street or alley shall be referred to the city engineer for review before any permits are issued.  The city engineer shall consider, but not be limited to, the following factors when determining whether...
	1. The consolidation of curb cuts shall be encouraged, and new curb cuts shall be discouraged whenever appropriate, considering safe traffic flow, the objectives of this chapter, and access points needed for the proper function of the use;
	2. Functional classification of the road where the curb cut is proposed;
	3. The location of driveways shall be at least 100 feet from an intersection.  The city engineer may permit driveways closer to an intersection due to limited lot frontage or site/topography constraints;
	4. The location of driveways relative to other existing uses is such that street traffic shall not be seriously disrupted and no unnecessary hazards shall be established for pedestrians.  (Ord. No. 10044, 8-16-2010, § 6; Ord. No. 10096, 7-18-2011, § 2...


	50-23.3 Connectivity index for larger non-exempt developments.
	A. Requirements.
	1. A connectivity index is calculated by dividing the number of “links” in the proposed development by the number of “nodes” in the same development;
	2. In order to promote walkability and reduce the number and length of vehicular trips both within developments and between new developments and surrounding areas, each development or redevelopment covered by this Section 50-23 shall provide internal ...
	3. In addition, each street frontage of the development shall include at least one street stub or connection to the external street system every 1,500 feet;
	4. The land use supervisor may reduce the required connectivity index, the requirement for external street connections, or the requirement for cul-de-sac access easements if compliance with the provisions of this subsection is impracticable due to sit...

	B. Example.

	50-23.4 Americans with Disabilities Act.
	50-23.5 Multi-building developments.
	50-23.6 Skywalks.
	A. The location and design of skywalks should not compromise the historic or architectural integrity of existing buildings;
	B. Design of skywalks shall be approved based on their architectural sensitivity, harmony and cohesiveness with the historic/industrial waterfront character of the surrounding area;
	C. New skywalks installed and existing sidewalks remodeled at a cost of more than 50 percent of their assessed value after November 19, 2010, shall be designed so that 66 percent of each vertical side elevation is made of glass or transparent material...

	50-23.7 Safe routes to school

	Any subdivision approved by the City of Duluth on or after January 1, 2019, shall incorporate Safe Routes to School Infrastructure where applicable.  (Ord. No. 10592, 9-24-18, § 1)
	50-24 PARKING AND LOADING.
	50-24
	50-24.1 Applicability.
	Development and redevelopment that provides off-street parking must follow all the provisions of this Section.
	(Ord. No. 10044, 8 16 2010, § 6; Ord. No. 10096, 7 18 2011, § 26.; Ord. No. 10868, 12-11-23, § 7)

	50-24.2    Maximum parking spaces.
	50-24.3 Calculation of parking spaces.
	A. Floor area shall mean the gross floor area of the specific use;
	B. Requirements for a fraction of a parking space shall be ignored;
	C. The parking space requirement for a use not specifically listed in Table 50-24-1 shall be the same as for the most similar use listed in that table, as determined by the land use supervisor; (Ord. No. 10044, 8-16-2010, § 6; Ord. No. 10509, 6-12-201...

	50-24.4 Location of parking spaces.
	A. Parking location within the site.
	B. Optional pedestrian walkways within parking areas.

	50-24.5 Parking lot design standards.
	A. General standards.
	B. Parking lot and driveway entrances.
	C. Snow storage areas.
	D. Parking lot walkways.

	50-24.6 Required loading space.
	50-24.7 Bycycle parking.
	50-24.8 Electric vehicle charging stations.

	1 space for 20,000-50,000 sq.ft. of gross floor area; and
	2 spaces for more than 50,000 sq.ft. gross floor area
	50-25  LANDSCAPING AND TREE PRESERVATION.
	50-25.1 Applicability.
	A. The landscaping provisions of secs. 50-25.2 through 25.4 and 25.7 shall apply to lots and parcels in any zone district that contain (i) more than 10,000 square feet of lot area, and (ii) an existing or proposed primary structure with a multi-family...
	1. A new primary structure is constructed;
	2. The floor area in an existing primary structure(s), taken collectively, is increased by more than 25 percent;
	3. An existing primary structure is relocated on the lot or parcel;
	4. The primary structure is renovated or redeveloped (including but not limited to reconstruction after fire, flood or other damage), and the value of that renovation or redevelopment, as indicated by building permits, is 75 percent or more of the pre...
	5. A new parking lot containing 25 or more spaces is constructed or an existing parking lot containing 25 or more spaces is reconstructed.  Parking lots with less than 25 spaces must only provide the minimum tree canopy coverage as indicated in Sectio...

	B. In any form district, landscaping shall not be required on the portion of a lot occupied by a principle structure;
	C. The tree preservation provisions of Section 50-25.9 apply to all development or redevelopment on lots and parcels in any zone district that contain (i) more than 10,000 square feet of lot area, and (ii) a primary structure with a multi-family, mixe...
	D. The landscaping between differing land uses provisions of Section 50-25.5 apply to all development or redevelopment on lots and parcels when there is a change of use.  (Ord. No. 10044, 8-16-2010, § 6; Ord. No. 10096, 7-18-2011, § 31; Ord. No. 10153...

	50-25.2 General landscaping standards.
	A. Landscape plan required.
	B. Plant materials.
	C. Minimum living materials.
	D. Existing vegetation.
	E. Vegetation grouping.
	F. Soil condition.
	G. Grading and drainage.
	H. Raingardens and stormwater management features.
	I. Minimum plant sizes.
	J. Plant material spacing.
	K. Snow storage areas.
	L. City right-of-way.
	M. Protection of site distances;
	N. Delay of installation due to season.
	O. Flexibility for redevelopment.
	Where the requirements of this Section 50-25 apply to a redevelopment or reconstruction project, rather than a new development, the land use supervisor may authorize a reduction of minimum off-street parking requirements established in Section 50-24 b...

	P. Protection of required landscaping.

	50-25.3  Street frontage landscaping.
	A. Minimum average depth:  See Table 50-25-1.  An average depth allows the width of the landscape area to vary in size along different portions of the property to respond to varying site conditions and allow design flexibility;
	B. Required trees:  One tree per 35 feet of linear frontage, planted (a) in alignment with any similar street frontage landscaping on adjacent lots, or if that is not possible or adjacent lots do not contain front yard landscaping then (b) as close to...
	C. Required shrubs:  one large shrub per 25 feet of linear frontage;
	D. On lots adjacent to city-maintained boulevards, landscaping in the boulevards may be credited towards the landscaping requirements of this Section 50-25.3.  (Ord. No. 10044, 8-16-2010, § 6; Ord. No. 10096, 7-18-2011, § 33.)

	50-25.4 Parking lot landscaping.
	A. Perimeter screening from public streets.
	1. Minimum width:  five feet;
	2. Required trees:  one tree per 35 feet of linear frontage;
	3. Required shrubs:  three large shrubs per 25 feet of linear frontage, or if a berm or an opaque fence or wall at least three feet tall is erected, three small shrubs per 25 feet of linear frontage;

	B. Interior landscaping requirements.
	1. Minimum area:  15 percent of the interior parking lot area (excluding any perimeter areas required to be landscaped by sections 50-25.3, 50-25.4.A or B, or 50-25.5) for parking lots with more than 50 spaces, or ten percent of the interior parking l...
	2. Location:  Internal landscape areas shall be dispersed on the site to break up the perception of large uninterrupted expanse of pavement (see Figure 50-25.4-B);
	3. Required trees:  One tree per 300 square feet of internal landscape area.  Tree species shall be chosen so that, combined with trees planted under subsections A. and B. above, parking lots will have a minimum tree canopy coverage of 30 percent at m...
	4. Landscape areas shall be a minimum of eight feet in width (See Figure 50-25.4-C);
	5. Curbing: Internal landscape areas shall be curbed for protection of the landscape materials, but planted areas shall be installed at a lower grade than the parking lot pavement, and curbing shall allow drainage from the pavement to enter and percol...
	6. Parking areas with less than 25 spaces are exempt from the provisions of 1 though 5 of this subsection, but must provide a minimum tree canopy of 30 percent at maturity.  (Ord. No. 10044, 8-16-2010, § 6; Ord. No. 10096, 7-18-2011, § 34.)


	50-25.5 Landscaping between differing land uses.
	A. Multi-family residential abutting single-family residential.
	1. Option A.
	A landscape buffer area at least ten feet wide shall be provided by the multi-family project on the shared border.  The buffer area shall consist of natural landscape materials such as lawn, ground cover, shrubs and trees, and shall not contain imperv...
	2. Option B.
	An opaque wall, berm, fence or dense (at least 50 percent opacity) vegetative screen at least six feet tall shall be provided.  If a fence or wall is provided, the side facing away from the multi-family use shall be at least as finished in appearance ...

	B. Commercial or institutional abutting residential.
	1. Option A.
	A landscape buffer at least 15 feet wide shall be provided by the commercial or institutional project on the shared border.  The buffer area shall consist of natural landscape materials such as lawn, ground cover, shrubs, and trees, and shall not cont...
	2. Option B.
	An opaque wall, berm, fence or dense (at least 75 percent opacity) vegetative screen at least six feet shall be provided.  If a fence or wall is provided, the side facing away from the commercial or institutional use shall be at least as finished in a...

	C. Industrial abutting residential.
	1. Option A.
	A landscape buffer at least 15 feet wide shall be provided by the industrial project on the shared border.  The buffer area shall consist of natural landscape materials such as lawn, ground cover, shrubs and trees, and shall not contain impervious mat...
	2. Option B.
	An opaque wall, berm, fence or dense (100 percent opacity) vegetative screen at least eight feet tall shall be provided.  If a fence or wall is provided, the side facing away from the industrial use shall be at least as finished in appearance as the s...

	D. Industrial abutting commercial or institutional.
	1. Option A.
	A landscape buffer at least ten feet wide shall be provided by the industrial project on the shared border.  The buffer area shall consist of natural landscape materials such as lawn, ground cover, shrubs and trees, and shall not contain impervious ma...
	2. Option B.
	An opaque wall, berm, fence or dense (50 percent opacity) vegetative screen shall be provided with a minimum height of six feet.  If a fence or wall is provided, the side facing away from the industrial use shall be at least as finished in appearance ...


	50-25.6 Landscaping credit to preserve existing trees.
	50-25.7 Special landscaping provisions in Canal Park area.
	A. All open areas of a lot not covered by buildings, sidewalks, required parking areas, drives, courtyards or accessory structures shall be landscaped with a combination of trees, shrubs, flowers and ground covers;
	B. Landscape design introducing a nautical character in features such as decorative walks, statuary, bollards, fountains, wood decks and terraced areas are encouraged.

	50-25.8 Alternative landscaping.
	50-25.9 Tree preservation requirements.
	A. Purpose.
	B. Tree replacement.
	1. Exemptions.
	2. Replacement required.
	3. Calculation.
	4. Example.
	5. Tree replacement plans.



	50-26  SCREENING, WALLS, AND FENCES.
	50-26.1 Screening of mechanical equipment.
	A. Applicability.
	1. A new primary structure is constructed;
	2. The floor area in an existing primary structure(s), taken collectively, is increased by more than 25 percent;
	3. An existing primary structure is relocated on the lot or parcel;
	4. The primary structure is renovated or redeveloped (including but not limited to reconstruction after fire, flood or other damage), and the value of that renovation or redevelopment, as indicated by building permits, is 25 percent or more of the pre...

	B. Screening standards.
	The following exterior mechanical features shall be screened:  (i) electrical and gas-powered mechanical equipment and power systems equipment; (ii) heating, ventilating and air conditioning equipment ductwork, and lines;  and (iii) power systems equi...
	1. Roof-mounted mechanical equipment.
	2. Ground-mounted mechanical equipment.


	50-26.2 Screening of service and off-street loading areas.
	A. Applicability.
	B. Screening.

	50-26.3 Screening and location of commercial containers.
	A. Applicability and exemptions.
	1. Except as noted in subsection 2 below, these standards shall apply to all exterior commercial containers, including without limitation garbage dumpsters, grease/oil tanks and cardboard compactors, on all properties containing multi-family dwellin...
	2. These standards shall not apply to the following:

	B. Location.
	1. Any required front yard area or any side yard area adjacent to a public street right-of-way;
	2. Any fire lane;
	3. Any required off-street parking space;
	4. Any location that blocks vehicular or pedestrian traffic;
	5. Any location that obstructs drivers’ sight lines at intersection of streets and driveways;
	6. Any location that may interfere with utilities;

	C. Screening of commercial containers.
	1. Not adjacent to structure wall.
	Commercial containers that are not located adjacent to a wall of an existing principal or accessory structure shall be screened from view as follows:
	2. Adjacent to structure wall.
	Commercial containers that are located adjacent to a wall of an existing principal or accessory structure shall be screened from view as follows:


	50-26.4 Fences and walls.
	A. Fence/wall standards
	1. General front yard standards.
	2. General side and rear yard standards.
	3. Residential zone districts.
	4. Mixed use and special purpose zone districts.
	5. Form districts.
	6. Vacant property.
	7. Permit required.
	8. Finished Side

	B. Retaining walls standards.
	1. Applicability.
	2. Design standards.

	C. Materials.


	50-26.5 Alternative screening.
	50-27  SIGNS.
	50-27.1 Permit required.
	A. All signs that require a permit, as described in Section 50-27.7, must obtain a zoning permit as described in Section 50-37.13 (Zoning permit) of this Unified Development Chapter;
	B. When submitting a zoning permit application for a sign, the applicant must submit photographs and dimensions of all signs existing on the lot, including all signs that will be removed.  The city may request that the applicant submit photographs of ...
	C. The applicant must sign the zoning permit application attesting to the accuracy of the information provided.  The city may revoke any sign permit where there has been a violation of the provisions of this section or misrepresentation of fact on the...
	D. All freestanding signs over seven feet in height must submit construction plans prepared by a design professional licensed in Minnesota that comply with the requirements of the Minnesota State Building Code. (Ord. No. 10044, 8-16-2010, § 6; Ord. No...

	50-27.2 Enforcement.
	50-27.3 Design and construction standards.
	A. Prohibited sign location.
	B. Sign dimension measurement methodology.
	C. Construction standards.
	1. Supports and braces must be designed as an integral part of the overall sign design and hidden from public view to the extent technically feasible;
	2. All signs attached to a building must be installed and maintained so that wall penetrations are watertight and the structure does not exceed allowable stresses of supporting materials;
	3. All signs must be designed and constructed in accordance with Minnesota State Building and Fire codes.  Marquee structures must be approved by the city engineer and building safety department;
	4. Glass forming any part of a sign must be safety glass;
	5. All letters, figures, characters or representations in cut-out or irregular form, maintained in conjunction with, attached to or superimposed upon any sign must be safely and securely built into or attached to the sign structure;
	6. Audio components are prohibited on any sign, with the exception of menuboards;
	7. Any form of pyrotechnics is prohibited;

	D. Electrical wiring.
	E. Permit identification.
	F. Required landscaping.
	G. Required sign maintenance.
	1. All signs must be maintained in a safe, neat and orderly condition and appearance, and must be repainted or otherwise maintained by the property owner to prevent corrosion or deterioration caused by the weather, age or any other condition;
	2. All signs must be maintained to prevent any kind of safety hazard, including faulty sign structures, a fire hazard or an electrical shock hazard;
	3. All unused sign hardware or wiring that is visible from the right-of-way must be removed;
	4. If a sign is maintained in an unsafe or insecure condition, the city will give written notice to the property owner.  If property owner fails to remove or alter the structure to comply with the standards of this Section, the sign may be removed by ...

	H. Noncommercial messages.
	I. Permit identification.

	50-27.4 Illumination standards.
	The following illumination standards apply to on-premises signs. Illumination of billboards (off-premises) are regulated separately in Section 50-27.7.  Additional illumination requirements for electronic message signs are found in Section 50-27.7.
	A. Any sign illumination, including gooseneck reflectors, external illumination and internal illumination, must be designed, located, shielded and directed to prevent the casting of glare or direct light upon roadways and surrounding properties, or th...
	B. The sign face of internally illuminated signs must function as a filter to diffuse illumination. The sign face must cover all internal illumination components so that no exposed bulbs are visible;
	C. All external illumination of a sign must concentrate the illumination upon the printed area of the sign face;
	D. No sign illumination may exceed one  footcandle of illumination at the property line;
	E. The use of neon lighting as a sign material or sign accent is permitted for signs within the mixed-use, form-based and special purpose districts, with the exception of the MU-N and MU-B districts where it is prohibited.  Neon lighting is subject to...
	1. When lit, neon lighting must be continuously illuminated.  Flashing neon is prohibited;
	2. Neon lighting cannot be combined with any reflective materials (e.g., mirrors, polished metal, highly-glazed tiles, or other similar materials) that would cause glare and increase the spread of light;
	3. Neon lighting to outline doors and windows is prohibited;
	F. The use of LED lighting as a sign accent is permitted, subject to the following:
	1. LED lighting as an accent is only permitted for non-residential uses in the mixed-use, form-based and special purpose districts where electronic message center signs are permitted.  LED accent lighting is prohibited in any residential district;
	2. LED lighting as an accent must comply with all illumination requirements of an electronic message center sign;
	3. The addition of LED lighting as an accent to an existing sign requires a zoning permit;
	4. When lit, LED lighting must be continuously illuminated.  Flashing LED is prohibited;
	5. LED lighting cannot be combined with any reflective materials (e.g., mirrors, polished metal, highly-glazed tiles, or other similar materials) that would cause glare and increase the spread of light;
	6. LED lighting to billboards, free standing monument signs, outline doors, windows, any part of a structure and automobile and filing station gas canopies is prohibited;
	7. LED lighting to outline free standing pole signs is allowed but lighting must conform to the same brightness standards as electronic message centers as identified in UDC Section 50-27.7.G.  (Ord. No. 10044, 8-16-2010, § 6; Ord. No. 10047, 8-30-2010...

	50-27.5 Prohibited signs.
	A. Balloon and air-infused/air-inflated signs;
	B. Electronic display screens;
	C. Flashing or animated signs;
	D. Illegally-affixed signs;
	E. Moving signs, including signs moved by wind or mechanical or electrical components.  No sign or part of any sign shall move or give the illusion of movement in any manner.  Clocks and barber poles are exempt from this provision;
	F. Portable signs.  Portable signs include both signs mounted on a wheeled structure and those mounted on a stationary structure that can be moved and is not permanently installed on a site;
	G. Roof signs;
	H. Snipe signs;
	I. Strobe lights, moving or fixed spotlights, and floodlights;
	J. Temporary off-premises signs;
	K. Traffic hazard signs. Any sign that constitutes a traffic hazard is prohibited, including signs that:
	1. Interfere with, obstruct the view of, or may be confused with any authorized traffic sign, signal or device because of its position, shape or color, including signs illuminated in red, green or amber color to resemble a traffic signal;
	2. Make use of the words STOP, LOOK, DETOUR, DANGER, CAUTION, WARNING or any other word, phrase, symbol or character in a manner that misleads, interferes with or confuses traffic;

	L. Vehicle signs.  Signs placed or painted on parked vehicles where the primary purpose is to advertise a product or service, or to direct the public to a business or activity located on or off the premises, are prohibited.  Signs painted on vehicles,...

	50-27.6 Signs and activities exempt from permit requirements.
	A. Alternation and maintenance operations.
	1. Painting, repainting, cleaning, and/or other normal maintenance and repair of a sign, not involving structural alterations or changes in the electrical components of the sign.  Repairs to existing permitted illumination components are also exempt f...
	2. Changing of the message of an existing changeable message sign or electronic message sign;
	3. Changing the sign face within an existing legal sign structure, provided no alterations are made to the sign structure and the sign area, sign height or any other dimension of the sign;

	B. Illumination.
	1. Uplighting of official federal, state, county or city flags;
	2. Lighting of official federal, state, county or city government signs as needed by the government body;

	C. Exempt permanent signs.
	D. Exempt temporary signs.
	1. Exempt temporary signs are subject to the display periods in Table 50-27-2: Permitted Display Period.
	2. Exempt temporary signs are subject to the regulations of Table 50-27-3: Exempt Temporary Sign Regulations.


	50-27.7 Sign types.
	A. General regulation.
	The following types of signs require a zoning permit before they can be erected on a site. Table 50-27-4: Sign Types – Permit Required: District and Use Permissions describes which sign types are permitted in each district. In many districts, multiple...
	B. A-frame signs.
	C. Awning.
	D. Exhibition banners.
	Exhibition banners are intended to be used in conjunction with a special exhibit for an educational facility, government building, museum, library or art gallery, or religious assembly.  Exhibition banners are permitted for events and exhibitions as i...

	E. Billboard.
	The following types of signs require a zoning permit before they can be erected on a site;

	F. Canopy.
	Canopies without printing, with the exception of a street address number (number only), are considered an architectural feature and are not regulated by this Section.  This Section regulates canopy signs, which are used to identify a use by name or lo...

	G. Electronic message sign.
	Electronic message signs are permitted as indicated in Table 50-27-4 subject to the following regulations.  However, all filling stations in any district are permitted to display fuel prices by an electronic message component.  Such component must onl...

	H. Freestanding signs-pole and monument.
	Freestanding signs are permitted as indicated in Table 50-27-4, subject to the following regulations:

	I. Marquee.
	Marquees are permitted as indicated in Table 50-27-4, subject to the following regulations:

	J. Projecting signs.
	Projecting signs are permitted as indicated in Table 50-27-4, subject to the following regulations:

	K. Scoreboard and outfield signs.
	L. Wall signs.

	50-27.8  Areas of special sign control.
	A. Purpose.
	B. Entertainment district standards.
	C. Historical Canal Park standards.

	50-27.9  Master sign plan.
	A. Following the effective date of this Section, an applicant is required to submit a master sign plan for any new commercial multi-tenant building or development that includes non-residential uses, including mixed-use development, for review and appr...
	B. The master sign plan must provide a coordinated design for all building-mounted signs including, at a minimum, criteria and specifications for sign locations, general range of sign area, and lighting.  All freestanding signs must be shown on the si...
	C. Once approved, signs erected within the multi-tenant development must follow the master sign plan;
	D. The review and approval process for a master sign plan does not allow for variations to the requirements of this Section.  (Ord. No. 10204, 3-11-2013, § 1; cited only in Ord. No. 10222, 5-13-2013, § 1.)

	50-27.10 Campus sign plan.
	A. The city recognizes that university or college or hospital campuses have unique sign needs that may need to depart from the requirements of this Section.  In such cases, the planning commission may recommend and city council may approve such sign s...
	B. A campus sign plan may be applied for by a university or college or hospital campus a minimum of two acres in size.  In calculating the area, the entire area does not have to be contiguous and may be separated by public rights-of-way or by individu...
	C. As part of the establishment of a campus sign plan, a comprehensive sign plan must be submitted.  The comprehensive sign plan must describe the sign standards for the campus, including all exceptions to the requirements of this Section.  A campus s...
	D. The planning commission shall review the application, conduct a public hearing pursuant to Section 50-37.1.I, with public notice as required by Section 50-37.1.H, and make a decision to adopt, adopt with modifications, or deny the application;
	E. Alternately, a campus sign plan may be incorporated into the review and approval process of the district plan option of the MU-I District.  (Ord. No. 10204, 3-11-2-13, § 1; cited only in Ord. No. 10222, 5-13-2013, § 1.)

	50-27.11  Classic signs.
	A. Purpose.
	B. Eligibility.
	C. Application.
	D. Maintenance.
	E. Designated classic signs.

	50-27.12 Master mass transit shelter sign plan.
	A. Following the effective date of this Section, a master mass transit shelter sign plan is required for any signage, other than route information, to be placed in or on any mass transit shelter located in a public right of way;
	B. The planning commission shall review the plan, conduct a public hearing pursuant to Section 50-37.1.I, with public notice as required by Section 50-37.1.H, and make a decision to approve, approve with modifications, or deny the application.  The pl...
	C. The master sign plan must provide a coordinated design for all signage to be located at or on all transit shelters of the applicant, including, at a minimum, criteria and specifications for sign locations, size of signage, single or double sided si...
	D. The master mass transit shelter sign plan shall only apply to transit shelters that are approved by a concurrent use permit;
	E. Signage on a shelter must not exceed one-third of the vertical surface of the shelter, and must not  impede the sight triangle as established in 50-25.2;
	F. After the date of this ordinance, mass transit shelters shall be permitted on public right-of-way only pursuant to a concurrent use permit issued pursuant to this chapter, and once the master sign plan has been approved signage erected must be main...


	50-28  STORMWATER DRAINAGE AND EROSION CONTROL.
	50-29  SUSTAINABILITY STANDARDS.
	50-29.1 Applicability.
	50-29.2 Points required.
	A. Residential development minimum requirements.
	1. Residential development with 3-29 units:  3 points.
	2. Residential development with 30 or more units:  4 points;

	B. Non-residential development minimum requirements.
	1. Non-residential development with 10,000 to 25,000 square feet:  3 points.
	2. Non-residential development with a total square footage of more than 25,000 square feet:  4 points;

	C. LEED-certified building alternative.
	D. Documentation required.


	50-30  DESIGN STANDARDS.
	50-30.1 Multi-family residential design standards.
	A. Accessibility.
	B. Façade length and articulation.
	C. Roof design.
	D. Four-sided design.
	E. Parking structures and carports.
	F. Design features.
	1. Roof dormers;
	2. Gables;
	3. Recessed entries;
	4. Covered porches;
	5. Cupolas;
	6. Pillars, pilasters or posts;
	7. Bay windows;
	8. Eaves of at least 12 inches beyond the building wall or a parapet wall with an articulated design (decorative cornice, etc.);
	9. Multiple windows with minimum four inches trim;
	10. Recesses/shadow lines;
	11. Building foundation areas that face streets or public areas shall be landscaped to a minimum width of five feet with a minimum of three shrubs per 20 lineal feet of foundation;

	G. Visibility of common areas.

	50-30.2 Commercial and institutional design standards.
	A. Applicability.
	1. The standards of this Section 50-30.2 shall apply to each principal building or development in which a majority of the gross floor area is occupied by uses categorized in Table 50-19.8 as commercial and institutional uses, except for:
	2. If a building or development containing less than 10,000 square feet of gross floor area is later expanded so that it contains 10,000 square feet of gross floor area or more, it shall be subject to these requirements;

	B. Facades and articulation.
	1. Transparency requirement.
	2. Wall plane articulation option.
	3. Vertical articulation option.
	4. Roof articulation option.
	5. Foundation landscaping option.

	C. Entryway design and location.
	1. A canopy or portico;
	2. A roof overhang;
	3. A horizontal recess or projection;
	4. An arcade or arch;
	5. A peaked roof form;
	6. An outside patio;
	7. A display window;
	8. Architectural tilework or moldings integrated into the building design;
	9. Integrated planters or wing walls that incorporate landscaped areas or seating areas;
	10. Another architectural feature not found on the remainder of that building façade;

	D. Additional standards for large commercial retail buildings.
	1. Facade articulation.
	2. Facade design.
	3. Pedestrian oriented design features.
	4. Pedestrian connections.
	5. Bicycle access.

	E. Special provisions for MU-B district.
	F. Alternate commercial and institutional design.

	50-30.3 Mixed use design standards.
	A. Residential/commercial.
	B. Commercial/industrial.

	50-30.4 Industrial design standards.
	A. Facade articulation.
	1. Wall plane horizontal articulation option.
	2. Vertical articulation option (for buildings taller than 30 feet).
	3. Parapet variation option.
	4. Foundation landscaping option.

	B. Entryway design.
	1. Canopy or portico;
	2. Roof overhang;
	3. Horizontal recess or projection;
	4. Arcade or arch;
	5. Peaked roof form;
	6. Outside patio;
	7. Display window;
	8. Architectural tilework or moldings integrated into the building design;
	9. Integrated planters or wing walls that incorporate landscaped areas or seating areas;
	10. Similar architectural feature not found on the remainder of that building facade.  (Ord. No. 10044, 8-16-2010, § 6.)


	50-30.5 Parking structure design standards.
	A. Each façade of the parking structure that faces a public street shall contain, or have the appearance of containing, horizontal (rather than sloped) floor planes and shall not reveal interior ramps;
	B. All sides of the parking structure not occupied by retail, office or residential uses must be articulated through the applicant’s choice of at least three of the following:
	1. Windows or window shaped openings;
	2. Decorative wall insets or projections;
	3. Awnings;
	4. Changes in color or texture of materials;
	5. Public art approved by the Duluth public arts commission pursuant to its established review and approval criteria;
	6. Integrated landscape planters;
	7. Pedestrian-scaled lighting;
	8. Benches, plazas, or other pedestrian areas;
	9. Other features as approved by the land use supervisor as providing an equivalent degree of architectural articulation, visual interest or pedestrian amenity;

	C. Openings in the podium or tuck under parking areas shall be screened with architectural screens.  (Ord. No. 10044, 8-16-2010, § 6; Ord. No. 10096, 7-18-2011, § 42; Ord. No. 10153, 5-14-2012, § 12.)


	50-31  EXTERIOR LIGHTING.
	50-31.1 Applicability.
	A. General.
	1. A new primary structure is constructed;
	2. The floor area in an existing primary structure(s), taken collectively, is increased by more than 25 percent;
	3. An existing primary structure is relocated on the lot or parcel;
	4. The primary structure is renovated or redeveloped (including but not limited to reconstruction after fire, flood or other damage), and the value of that renovation or redevelopment, as indicated by building permits, is more than 25 percent of the m...

	B. Exceptions.
	1. Public street and right-of-way lighting;
	2. Temporary decorative seasonal lighting;
	3. Temporary lighting for emergency or nighttime work and construction;
	4. Temporary lighting for theatrical, television and performance areas, or for special public events;
	5. Lighting for a special district, street or building that, according to an adopted city plan or ordinance, is determined to require special lighting aesthetics as part of its physical character;
	6. Lighting required and regulated by the FAA;
	7. Lighting for outdoor recreational uses such as ball diamonds, playing fields, tennis courts and similar uses, provided that (a) light poles are not more than 80 feet tall, (b) maximum illumination at the property line is not brighter than two footc...


	50-31.2 General review standard.
	50-31.3 Design and illumination standards.
	A. Any light source or lamp that emits more than 900 lumens (13 watt compact fluorescent or 60 watt incandescent) shall be concealed or shielded with an Illuminations Engineering Society of North America (IESNA) full cut-off style fixture with an angl...
	B. All lighting shall have the intensities and uniformity ratio consistent with the IESNA lighting handbook, and shall be designed and located so that the illumination measured in footcandles at the finished grade shall comply with the standards in Ta...
	C. The maximum height of any lighting pole serving a residential use is 20 feet.  The maximum
	height serving any other type of use is 25 feet, except that (1) in parking lots larger than five
	acres, the maximum height of any pole located at least 100 feet from any residential use is 35
	feet, and (2) in the I-G and I-W zone districts, the maximum pole height is 50 feet;
	The calculation for the height of lighting poles excludes the pole’s base (up to 30 inches;
	D. Sign illumination shall conform to the provisions of Section 50-27.
	E. Lighting of free standing canopies for automobile service stations, convenience stores, and other similar uses shall have a maximum light level of 15 footcandles.  Lighting shall be fully recessed into the canopy and shall not protrude downward bey...
	F. The use or operation of searchlights for advertising purposes is prohibited. The use of laser source light or any similar high intensity light for outdoor advertising or entertainment, when projected above the horizon, is prohibited;
	G. All outdoor light not necessary for security purposes shall be reduced to 30 percent of design levels or less, activated by motion sensor detectors, or turned off during non-operating hours;
	H. Light fixtures used to illuminate statues, monuments, or any other objects mounted on a pole, pedestal or platform shall use a narrow cone beam of light that will only illuminate the object;
	I. For upward-directed architectural, landscape and decorative lighting, and flood lights, direct light emissions shall be contained by the buildings and not be visible above the building roof line, and shall not be utilized to light any portion of a ...
	J. No flickering or flashing lights shall be permitted, except for temporary decorative seasonal lighting.
	K. LED lighting may not exceed a correlated color temperature (CCT) of 3000 Kelvin (K) nor have a minimum color rendering index (CRI) of less than 80.  This provision does not apply to lighting serving a public or quasi-public institution for public s...
	(Ord. No. 10044, 8-16-2010, § 6; Ord. No. 10153, 5-14-2012, § 13, Ord. No. 10813, 9-12-22, §3)


	50-32  HOUSING AND PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE.
	50-33  PLATS.
	50-33.1 General.
	50-33.2 Site design.
	A. The site design process shall begin with an analysis of site constraints and natural resources, and shall avoid both to the degree practicable;
	B. In addition, the site design process shall include a pre-submittal evaluation of storm drainage to ensure that the proposed design will comply with the storm drainage and erosion control standards in Section 50-18.1.E.  This study shall be submitte...
	C. The site design process shall include an evaluation of minimal impact development and low impact development methods;
	D. At a minimum, the lands included in the plat or survey shall be designed so that all developable parcels can be developed in compliance with the requirements of:
	1. Section 50-18.1, Natural resources overlay district, which identifies areas subject to flood plain, shorelands and wetland constraints, and stormwater and erosion control;
	2. Section 50-18.4, Skyline Parkway overlay district, which identifies constraints on the location of structures and fences on lands located within 200 feet downhill of Skyline Parkway;

	E. Shore and bluff impact zones shall be included in common open space.  Wetlands, floodplains, wildlife areas, steep slopes, rock outcrops, tree stands and areas in their natural state that are unsuitable for development shall be included in common o...
	F. Whenever a portion of a tract is proposed for platting and it is intended to enlarge such platted portion in the future, a tentative plan for the entire tract shall be submitted;
	G. To ensure a harmonious development in areas not subject to any zoning ordinance (areas now outside the corporate limits of Duluth), the subdivider may be required to place upon such plats restrictions comparable to those of this Chapter for similar...

	50-33.3 Block size.
	A. In the MU-B, I-G and I-W zone districts, block lengths and widths shall be platted to accommodate the anticipated occupancy of the platted lots;
	B. In other zone districts, blocks shall be not less than 300 feet nor more than 600 feet in length;
	C. Through lots or double-frontage lots shall be avoided as far as practicable, but may be permitted when necessary to allow efficient use of the land in light of site topography.  (Ord. No. 10044, 8-16-2010, § 6.)

	50-33.4 General lot design and layout.
	A. All lots shall have frontage on a public street unless that is impracticable due to topography and the land use supervisor approves an alternative layout based on considerations of public safety and land use efficiency;
	B. Where practicable, side lot lines shall be at approximately right angles to the street on which the lot fronts;
	C. Where practicable, adjacent lots shall not be platted so that their long axes are at right angles to each other;
	D. No strips of land shall be platted for private ownership that control access to public streets or that are untaxable for special improvements;
	E. Where practicable, lots shall be oriented so that the long axis of the lot is within 15 degrees of east-west in order to increase solar orientation;
	F. Flag lots are prohibited in R-1, R-2 and MU-N zone districts.  (Ord. No. 10044, 8-16-2010, § 6; Ord. No. 10096, 7-18-2011, § 45; Ord. No. 10286, 3-10-2014, § 16.)

	50-33.5 Specific layout standards for R-C, RR-1 and RR-2 districts.
	A. When (i) a tract or parcel of land in the R-C or RR-1 districts, or (ii) a parcel of land in the RR-2 districts with sewer service, is proposed for platting to create five or more residential building lots, those lots shall be clustered as describe...
	B. When these clustering requirements apply:
	1. The applicant may create only as many residential building lots as would be permitted under the minimum lot size provisions of sections 50-14.2, 50-14.3 or 50-14.4;
	2. If the parcel does not have sewer service, the minimum lot size for residential use shall be two acres and the maximum lot size shall be two- and-one-half acres.  All new residential lots shall be clustered in close proximity to each other on a por...
	a. In the R-C district, totals less than 20 percent of the total parcel being subdivided;
	b. In the RR-1 district, totals less than 50 percent of the total parcel being subdivided;
	3. If the parcel has sewer service, the minimum lot size for residential use shall be one-half acre and the maximum lot size shall be one acre.  All new residential lots shall be clustered in close proximity to each other on a portion of the property ...
	a. In the R-C district, totals less than 15 percent of the total parcel being subdivided;
	b. In the RR-1 district, totals less than 25 percent of the total parcel being subdivided;
	c. In the RR-2 district, totals less than 50 percent of the total parcel being subdivided;
	4. To the maximum extent practicable, existing historic rural features shall be preserved as part of the cluster development.  These features include but are not limited to rock walls, fences, functional and structurally safe farm buildings, monuments...
	5. To the maximum extent practicable, in the R-C district, the clustered residential lots shall be located so as to reduce visibility of residential development on the parcel when viewed from public streets adjacent to the parcel;
	6. To the maximum extent practicable, the portion of the parcel not occupied by clustered residential lots shall be contiguous, shall not be fragmented by public or private road easements unless no other reasonable alternative exists, shall include an...
	7. The portion of the parcel not occupied by clustered residential lots shall remain available for the use and benefit of the owners of the clustered residential lots, and need not be made available for the use or benefit of the public;
	8. The portion of the parcel not occupied by clustered residential lots shall be shown on the preliminary and final plat, shall be owned and managed by a homeowners association and shall be encumbered through an easement, restrictive covenant, or othe...
	9. The city may require the creation of a homeowner's association or other organization for ownership and maintenance of those portions of the property not included in clustered residential lots.  (Ord. No. 10044, 8-16-2010, § 6.)


	50-33.6  Streets.
	A. Alignment.
	1. New streets shall align with the existing street network on the same general alignment if practicable, unless the city engineer advises that an offset or alternate alignment is needed for public safety or topography;
	2. Streets shall intersect at approximately right angles wherever practicable, and intersection angles less than 30 degrees shall be avoided;
	3. On major and secondary streets the centerline radius of curvature shall be 350 feet.  On minor and local streets the centerline radius of curvature shall be 100 feet;
	4. Cul-de-sacs are discouraged in new and replatted developments except where through streets are not practicable due to site or topography constraints;

	B. Grade.
	1. Streets shall conform to existing contours as far as practicable so as to avoid grades in excess of five percent on major and secondary streets and ten percent on minor and local streets. Changes in grade shall be made by vertical curves of such le...
	2. Where practicable, grades within 30 feet of street intersections, especially intersections on major streets, should not exceed three percent;
	3. Where practicable, horizontal and vertical curves shall not occur together;

	C. Width.
	1. Major streets shall be platted at those widths shown in the major street plan and collector and local streets shall be platted not less than 66 feet, or 50 feet if there are no utilities, in right-of-way width, except as noted in subsection 2 below;
	2. Where the plat includes parkways, streets along railway rights-of-way, immediate or future grade separations, bridges or viaducts, the city engineer shall specify the street width at the time of platting based on considerations of public safety and...
	3. Dead-end streets shall be provided with ample turning spaces at or near the closed ends.

	D. Names.
	E. Private and public streets.

	50-33.7 Alleys and easements.
	A. Alleys are encouraged in form districts and where the existing lot and block pattern in the surrounding area contains alleys.  Where allowed they shall be not less than 20 feet in width in residential areas and 24 feet in width in commercial and mi...
	B. Where no alleys are located, the city engineer may require easements, not less than ten feet on each side of any lot line, for sewer, water, gas, telecommunications and other public or semi-public utilities;
	C. Regardless of whether alleys are provided, the city engineer may require that utility easements be provided across platted lots if necessary for the proper provision of continuous routes for those utilities.  (Ord. No. 10044, 8-16-2010, § 6.)

	50-33.8 Land for public purposes.
	A. The subdivider may be required to set aside lands to accommodate open spaces and sites for police stations, fire stations, schools or public utility facilities;
	B. The amount of land required to be set aside or dedicated to the city or the school district shall not exceed the proportionate share of the need for those facilities generated by the new development indicated on the proposed plat.  The proportionat...
	C. Lands to be set aside for parks, trails or open space shall generally be located adjacent to, or connect with, or allow access from, any similar open lands located on adjacent lands, unless the city requests an alternate location for reasons of pub...
	D. The size and location of lands to be set aside for police stations, fire stations, schools or utility facilities shall be negotiated with the city or the agency providing those services.  (Ord. No. 10044, 8-16-2010, § 6.)

	50-33.9 Improvements required.
	A. All streets located within the boundaries of the tract being subdivided or replatted shall be graded to established grade and surfaced with an approved material, in accordance with standards of the city engineering department;
	B. Storm sewers shall be constructed of sufficient capacity to drain the area in accordance with standards of the city engineering department;
	C. Culverts or bridges shall be built at points on watercourses crossed by streets;
	D. Sidewalks shall be constructed in accordance with Section 50-23;
	E. All improvements to streets or public utilities shall be made in accordance with city construction design standards and specifications, and shall be subject to the inspection by and approval of the city engineer.  (Ord. No. 10044, 8-16-2010, § 6.)


	50-34  MAINTENANCE AND OPERATING STANDARDS.
	50-34.1 General maintenance requirement.
	A. Maintenance of signs.
	B. Landscape maintenance.
	C. Temporary erosion and sediment control maintenance.
	D. Stormwater management system maintenance.

	50-34.2 Operating standards.
	A. Glare.
	B. Noise.
	C. Odors.
	D. Smoke.
	E. Vibration.
	F. Electromagnetic radiation.
	G. Hazardous materials.
	H. Materials and waste handling.
	H. Nuclear radiation.
	I. Nuisance prohibited.






