
Norton Park
BUILDING ASSESSMENT RESULTS AND PLANNING FOR NEXT STEPS

Presented at Norton Park United Methodist Church
January 16, 2025



• Welcome and staff introductions

• Overview of building assessments 

• Review process and previous feedback
• Questions and discussion

• Wrap-up 

• Share some thoughts on playground options 
on your way out!
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Agenda

6:00 – 7:30 PM
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How We Got to Today • St. Louis River Corridor Initiative
• 2016 Park Plan 
• April 2024 Community Meeting

• Identified park priorities
• Additional building information requested
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April 2024
Small Group Discussion

What We Wish:
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Guiding Goals
& Priorities

Goals
• Address deferred maintenance
• Create a high-quality neighborhood park
• Inclusive, accessible, and family friendly

Community Identified Priorities
• Replace playground
• New pavilion for community gathering
• Useable open greenspace

• Keep vehicles out of the park
• Improve drainage



Timeline
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April 30, 2024 Community meeting
Summer 2024 Complete additional building 

assessments
January 16, 2025 Community meeting
Spring 2025 Prepare designs
Fall 2025 Community meeting to review 

park designs
Spring 2026 Put project out for bid
Summer – Fall 
2026

Project implementation



Building Assessments
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Multiple third-party assessments completed 
between 
May – October 2024

• Twin Ports Testing – Mold, asbestos, and 
regulated waste

• ServPro – Mold remediation inspection
• Architecture Advantage – Architectural
• Northland Consulting Engineers – Structural
• CMTA – Mechanical, electrical, and plumbing 

systems

Full report was compiled by Architecture Advantage, 
and is available on the project webpage:

duluthmn.gov/parks/parks-planning/st-louis-river-
corridor/norton-park/
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Norton Park Building In summary:
• Third-party recommendation is demolition

• Ongoing water damage
• Multiple major systems are beyond useful life
• Mold has infiltrated all porous materials 

(insulation, ceiling, etc.)
• Structurally compromised
• Entire park is within floodway

• Let’s go through some excerpts from the report
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Architectural Assessment      Section 2
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Architectural Assessment     Section 2
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Architectural Assessment     Section 2
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Structural Assessment      Section 3
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Norton Park Building In summary:
• Third-party recommendation is demolition
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Moving Forward     

• We’re proposing:
• Improvements to align with community feedback
• Park layout stays roughly the same

Timeline

Spring 2025 Prepare designs

Fall 2025 Community meeting to 
review park designs

Spring 2026 Put project out for bid

Summer – 
Fall 2026

Project implementation

Key Deliverables:
• Replace building with picnic pavilion
• New playground
• More useable (dryer) multi-use field
• New pathways, picnic tables, benches



Before You Go!
SHARE YOUR OPINION ABOUT DIFFERENT 
PLAYGROUND OPTIONS
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Thank you!

Allison Brooks

Project Coordinator

abrooks@duluthmn.gov

218-730-4304

Questions?
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• Thank you!
• For more information and to view materials for the project, 

please visit the Norton Park Project page:
duluthmn.gov/parks/parks-planning/st-louis-river-corridor/norton-park/ 

https://duluthmn.gov/parks/parks-planning/st-louis-river-corridor/norton-park/
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