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Duluth-Superior Metropolitan Interstate Council

e The MIC is the federally designated

Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)

for the Duluth-Superior area.

e Every urban area with a population over

50,000 is required to have an MPO.
e 8 MPOs in Minnesota
e 420 MPOs Nationwide
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Duluth-Superior Metropolitan Interstate Council

e MPOs were created to provide
a mechanism for local
coordination and input
into federally-funded
transportation plans and
projects

e Recent MIC plans include the
Duluth- Area I-35 Corridor Plan
and the
Central Entrance Vision Plan -2 qotral
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Corridor History and
Background



Central Entrance -

Miller Hill

' | SMALL AREA PLAN

CENTRAL ENTRANCE CORRIDOR STUDY

IMAGINE DULUTH 2035

FORWARD TOGETHER

AN UPDATE T0 THE 2006 COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN
ROOFTED OATE: KN 25, 2518

DULUTH  IMAGINEDULUTH2035

Sustainable Choices 2045

Sroupiac

Duluth-Superior Long-Range Transportation Plan
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History

1992 — Miller Trunk Hwy Corridor Traffic Analysis
1995 — Miller Trunk Hwy Traffic Study

1998 — Miller Trunk Hwy Traffic Study — Status Report
2002 — Miller Trunk Hwy Implementation Plan

2009 — Central Entrance Small Area Plan
(City of Duluth)

2012 — Central Entrance Corridor Study (MIC)
2018 — Comprehensive Plan (City of Duluth)
2019 — Long Range Transportation Plan (MIC)
2021 - Central Entrance Vision Plan (MIC)
2022 — Better Bus Blueprint (DTA)

2022-25 — Preliminary & Final Design (MnDOT)
2029-33 — Reconstruction(MnDOT)
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Corridor History (Palmetto Street/Central Entrance)

1929 — Current roadway alignment was established

i LR

1954 — Roadway was widened to 48" in most Y5000
areas with curb and gutter (four travel lanes). S

1966 — MnDOT maintenance project that overlaid 15000

the concrete with bituminous; construction of 10000

divided roadway section between Trinity and 5000

Anderson.
AR RN P BERS s aRE 28588588 R
2333 TJIFIATAAEREEEREREAEARHA

1983 — Roadway widened to add center left turn
lane between Arlington and Blackman. Traffic THE MIATH =70 years

Signals added at Arli d B d. Bik .
gnals adced at Arington and Basswood, Blke essentially the same curb to
trail was added along Palm Street.

curb.
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1935 Map of
Duluth

Source: McGill-Warner Company, St. Paul,

Minnesota. 1935. "Map of Duluth: Duluth-

Superior Minnesota "Twin Ports" Wisconsin." University of
Minnesota Duluth, Kathryn A. Martin Library, Northeast
Minnesota Historical Collections, Accessed September 12, 2022.
https://collection.mndigital.org/catalog/ne mhc:2754
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Existing Conditions 2 "‘Pefxet?gfaaclé“%

e 20,000-23,000 AADT (2019) |

w8y

 Variations in posted — ¥ o AU
. . i § §
speed limit (30-40 mph) B o

. i E

 Poor infrastructure 0 | O
condition (all modes) SR b

Location SectionType Divided/Undivided Median/TurnLanes

« Frequent access points

Zonel Rural A-lane Divided Mix of grass ditch and raised

(business driveways) concrete median
. . Painted median and center
: Zone2 Urban Primarily 4- left- turnlanes
° .
ngheSt CraSh rates' IL?rr:jivided approaching intersections
Zones 3;415 Zone3 Urban 5-lane Undivided Center left-turnlane
Zone4 Urban 5-lane Undivided Center left-turnlane

o Right-Of-Way Not uniform Zone 5 (Blackman Ave to Urban Primarily 4-lane Mix of painted and raised

just west of E 14th St) Divided concrete median

Zone 5 (Just west of E 14th

Stto MesabaAve) Urban 5-laneUndivided Center left-turnlane
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Source: duluthnewstribune.com/opinion/columns/local-view-central-entrance-decision-a-classic-example-of-confusion-in-duluth
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Big Picture Trends

e Changing travel patterns over time
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Travel Pattern changes

Commercial/Retail
* Mall area focus
* Bigbox closings
* Online shopping
* Delivery services

Office
* Spread Out
e Work from home

@ Opened large retail store/office
@ Closed large retail store/office
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Big Picture Trends

* Expectations have changed about the role and

function of streets

* Role of Central Entrance in roadway
network

Changes in how we fund roads/streets
City goals and plans

E-commerce and telecommuting
COVID-19 impacts

New mixed-use development

HIT BY AVEHICLE
TRAVELING AT:

20

MPH

ooooooooo
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9 out of 10 pedestrians si

HIT BY AVEHICLE
TRAVELING AT:

30

MPH

ooooo

ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂfif?i

5 of 10 pedestrians surv

HIT BY A VEHICLE
TRAVELING AT:

40

MPH
Atiitiae

Only 1 out of 10 pedestrians survives
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A New Vision

e Walkable, bikeable, and transit-oriented
thoroughfare which will create an
attractive destination that:

e |s safe and comfortable to use
for people of all ages and abilities

“Better Central Entrance” Public Event

 Encourages new types of
(June 4-5th, 2021)

residential and commercial
development




SAFETY FIRST

Central Entrance is a safe, accessible and comfortable street for all people,
making walking biking and transit a viable and easy choice.

YEAR-ROUND MULTIMODAL CORRIDOR
Central Entrance is accessible and inviting to all people, all seasons.

TRANSIT READY
Central Entrance improves transit efficiency through BRT.

WALKABLE LAND USE PATTERN

Central Entrance sets the stage for more walkable, connected, and transit-
oriented land use patterns.

GREEN BOULEVARD

Central Entrance models green infrastructure treatments to not only help
address climate change impacts, but also establish a sense of place.

Public Input
Themes

e Walkability
Business Development

Placemaking
Safety
Bikeability
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Exploring the Vision

Excelsior Blvd, St. Louis Park, MN (19,300 AADT)

Source: Google Street View
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Proposed Design Options



Central Entrance — Zones 1 & 5
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Zones 1 &5: E;g?ce

4-lane with center median

\

SHARED USE

BLVD ~ LANE  LANE MEDIAN

t
10 10

2 ! 10 ! t

L} [ 1 1 1

+ “CLEAR ! WESTBOUND EASTBOUND ! WALK CLEAR
! ZONE . ] ! ZONE
1 ! i

1 )

1 i 62' ROADWAY WIDTH :

1

' i

1 1
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WiMulberry

: ZonesZ-4:
™" One-way pairs option

& =

| 26" Roadway Width I
I 1
73.3' Total Section Width ] 28" Roadway Width I
1] 1 1 1
' Avadway width s megsured to the faoe of curb, Blvd width ls measured from bock of curk (BE24 width is 2.67) 2" Roodway width s measured to

mﬁmq"mm
Bhvd width is measured from bock of curb (9624 width is 2,677

Central Entrance Palm Street
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3-lane option

_ /

SHARED USE = < T v ey T SHARED USE
PATH BLVD TRAVEL LANE CENTER TURN LANE TRAVEL LANE BLVD PATH
2' jj . 10° ) & -10 E 2’ ) 117 i 1z’ b 11’ ) 2 E 8 -10 ) 10" = T_E, i

CLEAR ' {VARIES] : WESTBOUND EASTBOUND : (VARIES) ) CLEAR
ZONE | : ! . ZONE

: ; 38’ ROADWAY WIDTH :

¥ |

: 79-81' TOTAL SECTION WIDTH :

z 1

: APPROXIMATE 80" EXISTING :
" L]

RIGHT OF WAY WIDTH
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Recommendations

¢ Close Access

O Connect Sidewalk/Shared Use Path to Cross Street
*f_\\ﬁ Evaluate Roundabout

Connect proposed sidewalks
and shared use paths to cross
streets to create a grid network

@ Rezone to encourage

; for people walking and biking | development around
s . future BRT stops £ Evaluate Mid-Block Crossing
=] Evaluate mid-block Potential R . ,
@ crossings 5 otential Rezoning
* 2
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1Miles




_———

R Cent ra_l flﬁl =

Land Use Scenario Analysis “Yentrance

DULUTH, MN

. Magis Qrove A - |“\. s Hﬂrhll ‘? |— 2_:_
. i | \I f E 1 w.ﬂfjt__?—\_ & . [ i *£‘| MLI-T
h‘:\‘ i H o Ht .L cHiend 3t 3 -\'-.1 [ i I I|- MU-N
Y = L : Lw ) =t ' ! ~per b || I MU-P
|_ iy i 11 o A AELgus, RealisticDevelopment
o | = Scenario

825 units over 25 years (only

T 5 or more dwelling units)

Residential Value per unit($) $~150,000 per unit*

Total Residential Value($) S$~123.750 million

Standalone Retail Space(sf) 146,000sf

Mixed Use Retail Space(sf) 146,000 sf
Total Retail Space (sf) 292,000 sf

Retail Value persquare-feet $~108/sf*
Total RetailValue $~29.2 million

Total Project AreaValue S$~153 million

*Based on Kenwood Village development
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Project Status: Hwy 194/Central Entrance &
Construction (MnDOT)

e Central Entrance design now underway

e Additional stakeholder engagement

 Funding placeholders:

e 2029:S15M  2033:$15M S

Construction
OGvD=

https://talk.dot.state.mn.us/hwy-194-central-entrance
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2009 — Central Entrance Small Area Plan “Fentrancei "

(City of Duluth)

SMALL AREA PLAN

Central Entrance -

Miller Hill
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Questions? Comments?

Ron Chicka, Director
Duluth-Superior Metropolitan
nterstate Council
rchicka@ardc.org

www.dsmic.org/centralentrance


mailto:rchicka@ardc.org
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