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M I N N E S O T A

1st Street Study (6/27/19)

Comment Sheet

What do we need to consider in converting 15t street to a two-way configuration from
Mesaba Avenue to 67 Avenue East?
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Please tell us what block you are on and what curbside uses (loading — including time;
parking — including duration; bus stops, ride share spaces, etc.)

Are there any other comments you would like to share?

Name and Contact Info (Optional, if you wish a response)
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Project Contacts: Jennifer Moses | jmoses@duluthmn.gov | 218-730-5328

Taryn Erickson | tjerickson@duluthmn.gov | 218-730-5087
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1st Street Study (6/27/19)

Comment Sheet

What do we need to consider in converting 1st street to a two-way configuration from
Mesaba Avenue to 6 Avenue East?
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Please tell us what block you are on and what curbside uses (loading — including time;
parking — including duration; bus stops, ride share spaces, etc.)
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Are there any other comments you would like to share?
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Name and Contact Info (Optional, if you wish a response)
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Project Contacts: Jennifer Moses | jmoses@duluthmn.gov | 218-730-5328

Taryn Erickson | tjerickson@duluthmn.gov | 218-730-5087
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15t Street Study (7/25/19)

Comment Sheet

What do we need to consider in converting 1t street to a two-way configuration from 6
Avenue East to 24" Ave E?
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Please tell us what block you are on and what curbside uses (loading — including time;
parking — including duration; bus stops, ride share spaces, etc.)
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Are there any other comments you would like to share?
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Name and Contact Info (Optional, if you wish a response)

Project Contacts: Jennifer Moses | jmoses@duluthmn.gov | 218-730-5328

Taryn Erickson | tjerickson@duluthmn.gov | 218-730-5087
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1st Street Study (7/25/19)

Comment Sheet

What do we need to consider in converting 1t street to a two-way configuration from 6
Avenue East to 24" Ave E?
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DULUTH

M I NN E S O T A

15t Street Study (7/25/19)

Comment Sheet

What do we need to consider in converting 15t street to a two-way configuration from 6"
Avenue East to 24" A ve E?
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Please tell us what block you are on and what curbside uses (loading — including time;
parking — including duration; bus stops, ride share spaces, etc.)
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Project Contacts: Jennifer Moses | jmoses@duluthmn.gov | 218-730-5328

Taryn Erickson | tjerickson@duluthmn.gov | 218-730-5087
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15t Street Study (7/25/19)

Comment Sheet

What do we need to consider in converting 15t street to a two-way configuration from 6
Avenue East to 24”’ Ave E?
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Please tell us what block you are on and what curbside uses (loading — including time;
parking — including duration; bus stops, ride share spaces, etc.)
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Project Contacts: Jennifer Moses | jmoses@duluthmn.gov | 218-730-5328

Taryn Erickson | tjerickson@duluthmn.gov | 218-730-5087
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1st Street Study (7/25/19)

Comment Sheet

What do we need to consider in converting 15t street to a two-way configuration from 6
Avenue East to 24" Ave E?

A M/ﬂm‘ s Lhoatbe . Sl e tls CMIM fo bt wove | il
mwzu (udoteehing L HPE ¢ &mef il et
D a e bbo(1 bt (ot g Sl b Schond e

thas drecdvn i M%/p) —

— including time;

Please tell us what block you are on and what curbside uses (loading
parking — including duration; bus stops, ride share spaces, etc.)
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Are there any other comments you would like to share?
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Name and Contact Info (Optional, if you wish a response)

Project Contacts: Jennifer Moses | jmoses@duluthmn.gov | 218-730-5328

Taryn Erickson | tjerickson@duluthmn.gov | 218-730-5087



-~

=i

DULUTH

M I NNE S 0T A

1st Street Study (7/25/19)

Comment Sheet

What do we need to consider in converting 1t street to a two-way configuration from 6
Avenue East to 24" Ave E?
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Please tell us what block you are on and what curbside uses (loading — including time;
parking — including duration; bus stops, ride share spaces, etc.)
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Name and Contact Info (Optional, if you wish a response)

petsen e |

Project Contacts: Jennifer Moses | jmoses@duluthmn.gov | 218-730-5328

Taryn Erickson | tjerickson@duluthmn.gov | 218-730-5087
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1st Street Study (7/25/19)

Comment Sheet

What do we need to consider in converting 1st street to a two-way configuration from 6
Avenue East to 24" Ave E?
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Please tell us what block you are on and what curbside uses (loading — including time;
parking — including duration; bus stops, ride share spaces, etc.)
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Name and Contact Info (Optional, if you wish a response)
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Project Contacts: Jennifer Moses | jmoses@duluthmn.gov | 218-730-5328

Taryn Erickson | tjerickson@duluthmn.gov | 218-730-5087
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1st Street Study (7/25/19)

Comment Sheet

What do we need to consider in converting 1st
Avenue East to 24" Ave E?

.P"\/Lw@( (A L?m sone Debwen |40 /4\/& -
A5t A\/\en T+ uwl/w\sz Now) - -- URT

2 @v\)\ow Hoone a/w, ot o (ot o
chyc@ud‘i o+ has &L%km fee/ 'f&fdtﬂ{

street to a two-way configuration from 6

(8. -4
W I TX

Please tell us what block you are on and what curbside uses (Ioadmg including tlme;q\abuz

parking - including duration; bus stops, ride share spaces, etc.)
Wt Ave /lb’“ﬂ ANe. Thew ave gy hive -

Waus oy A aa\ on Mos lsc ke %{41&%

(< g{MK(Q\A (xmk& & l“‘W@w @%MS (/L{g
Accss o Pk

Are there any other comments you woul Ilke to share?

10 W ped ke Ao m L Meet,
Cas\ey O/UM( ‘\’t/\.m 2 =LA s blcda

/
’\,‘D Mo U u IL Con ensde e, l< %uz
NEA N ! )

Name and Contact Info (Optional, if you wish a response)
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Project Contacts: Jennifer Moses | jmoses@duluthmn.gov | 218-730-5328

Taryn Erickson | tjerickson@duluthmn.gov | 218-730-5087



ARROWHEAD REGIONAL

DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

Leading o PIanning e Connecting in the counties of Aitkin  Carlton » Cook » Itasca * Koochiching * Lake ¢ St. Louis
June 27, 2019
Dear Jenn Reed Moses and Taryn Erickson:

Thank you for providing the opportunity to comment on the idea of changing 1 Street in front of our
building (221 West 1°t Street) from one-way to two-way. Overall, we are in favor of changing it to two-
way. We believe it will be safer for motor vehicle users, bicyclists, and pedestrians. We also believe it
will be a more convenient and direct route for visitors to our offices.

Of concern is the handling of deliveries and equipment pick up and drop off movements at our offices
and other businesses on our block. There are regular deliveries from Fed Ex, UPS, and others.
Additionally, Erberts and Gerberts, across the street from us, regularly has large truck deliveries that
park and block traffic in one of the 1 Street lanes.

In an ideal world, we would like to see a delivery/pick up/drop off zone added to 1% Street in front of the
Missabe Building (225-231 West 1% Street). Currently, the sidewalk in that area is wider than the rest of
the block, but it doesn’t seem to require it. There are no cafés or other businesses that could set up
tables and chairs, etc. and use the extra sidewalk space. We would like to see a bump-out in front of
ARDC for the purposes of wheelchair ramp access and bicycle parking and then have a delivery zone in
front of the Missabe Building. Please see attached diagram. This change may be bigger than the City
envisioned when it first discussed one-way versus two-way, but it could have significant benefits when
regarding traffic flow and safety.

Thank you for your consideration.
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Andy Hubley, AICP

Arrowhead Regional Development Commission (ARDC)
221 West 1°¢ Street

Duluth, MN 55802

218 529 7512

ahubley@ardc.org

221 West First Street e Duluth, MN e 55802
218.722.5545 ¢ 800.232.0707 » 218.529.7592 (Fax) ® info@ardc.org ® www.ardc.org
ARDC is an Equal Opportunity Employer


mailto:ahubley@ardc.org




Duluth-Superior
Metropolitan Interstate Council

Guiding the Future of Transportation for the Twin Ports Area

8/1/2019

Jennifer Moses

Taryn Erickson

Duluth City Hall

411 West First Street, Room 160
Duluth, Minnesota 55802

RE: First Street Study Project — MIC Staff Comments

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the First Street Study Project. The MIC staff is
in support of restoring two-way traffic flow on First Street in Duluth along its entirety.

The mission of the Duluth-Superior Metropolitan Interstate Council (MIC) is “guiding the
future of transportation for the Twin Ports.” As the MIC is set to release the latest update to
the Duluth-Superior Metropolitan Area’s Long Range Transportation Plan, Sustainable
Choices 2045, one of the key and most significant takeaways is that continuing to follow the
status quo is not sustainable for a variety of reasons, including the lack of resources to
maintain the existing infrastructure. Therefore, re-thinking the transportation system is
called for at this time. This shift in perspective focuses on five key transportation planning
perspectives, which are supporting great places and neighborhoods, improving health
outcomes for people and the environment, increasing economic vitality, moving people and
goods, and having a safe system for people to utilize.

The one-way urban transportation system, particularly in the downtown area, is due for a
reassessment. First Street in Downtown Duluth is one of the downtown roads that were
converted to a system of one-way streets many years ago, prior to the extension of I-35. This
was common in cities across the U.S. in the 1950s that converted their downtown streets to
one-ways to alleviate motor vehicle traffic congestion. It was a rational solution at a time
when downtown Duluth was the primary commercial, office and retail hub for the region,
coupled with major medical and educational facilities.

However, since that time, downtown Duluth no longer serves as the primary retail center for
the region as the Miller Hill commercial hub now serves that role, nor as an education hub, as
Central High, Washington Junior High and Nettleton Elementary have all been closed.
Furthermore, major infrastructure investments have dramatically changed traffic patterns
through and around downtown, including the extension of I-35 to East Duluth and the
expansion of US Hwy 53 to a four-lane facility (Piedmont Ave/Trinity Rd) to the Miller Hill
commercial hub.

In response to these transportation system changes, nearly all of the low volume one-way
streets have been converted back to two-way streets in the past 10 years. The one-way
segment of First Street that remains is clearly a remnant of a prior solution to a traffic
problem that no longer exists, or certainly not to the previous extent.

221 West

First Street
Duluth, MN
55802

Tel 218-529-7541
Fax 218-529-7592
www.dsmic.org

Duluth-Superior
urban area
communities
cooperating in
planning and
development
through a joint
venture of the
Arrowhead
Regional
Development
Commission and
the

Northwest
Regional
Planning
Commission

ARDC is an equal
opportunity
employer



The MIC staff strongly supports converting the remaining one-way sections of First Street to two way
traffic flow. Please note that we reviewed both the advantages and disadvantages of one-way streets
before making this conclusion. The following table is a summary:

One-Way Street Advantages One-Way Street Disadvantages
Increased traffic flow Creates longer, circuitous routes; can be
confusing to those unfamiliar with area
Reduces congestion Can increase traffic volumes
Minimizes vehicle conflicts Can result in higher travel speeds
Facilitates good signal progression Discourages pedestrian traffic
Loading zones and transit stops are less Transit stops for opposing directions are
disruptive to motor vehicle traffic located on separate streets

Some additional points that build upon the items in this table are discussed below.

o Safety Issues:

0 Currently the section of First Street under consideration has multiple one-way and two-
way configurations in less than a 2-mile stretch. This set up leads to a confusing and
illogical traffic direction pattern. In turn, it is not uncommon to see a motorist traveling
the wrong way on the one-way segments, creating a clear safety issue for all the roadway
users.

0 One-way streets may appear easier and therefore safer to cross for pedestrians, bicyclists
and motorists, as a person only has to look one-way to cross. However, looking both ways
should happen before crossing all streets, even one-way streets, as there is pedestrian
traffic (which does travel in both directions) as well as the fact that motorists are known
to drive the wrong way down this one-way street.

0 Atwo-lane one-way street, like First Street, creates a serious safety concern due to the
blind 2" lane for crossings by any user, but particularly the more vulnerable people
walking or cycling. A motorist in the 2" lane, may be blinded from seeing people crossing
due to limited sight distances from seeing oncoming traffic or someone crossing when a
vehicle is in the next lane, particularly if the vehicle is a large truck, bus, or van. A person
crossing is also blinded and may see that a vehicle in the first lane has stopped, but it may
not be clear that a motor vehicle in the 2" lane has stopped as well.

0 One-way streets encourage higher speeds, particularly in short bursts as motorists tend to
jockey for position and create unpredictable traffic movements.

0 Inanurban downtown environment, two-way streets are more uncomfortable to drive
and require greater awareness of the surroundings, thereby reducing speed and creating
predictable and calm motor vehicle movements.

0 Slower motor vehicle traffic speeds are appropriate on urban downtown streets and make
for a safer environment for all users as motorists can see more of their surroundings, and
have time to react and to slow down and stop when something unexpected happens.

0 Crime deterrence — One-way streets create “shadow zones” between buildings where
people can hide. Natural surveillance is the best deterrent to crime and a two-way street
creates better visibility as traffic will be moving in both directions, eliminating “shadow
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zones” with slower moving vehicle traffic that allows for motorists to see more of their
surroundings.

Two-way streets will facilitate better response times for emergencies, particularly with the
main fire station located on the western edge of First Street in Downtown Duluth.

e Loading Zones, Drop Off/Pick Up

(0]

Two-way traffic flows allows for passenger pick up and drop off to be on the sidewalk and
not into the traffic lane. This is especially key at the YMCA on First Street where buses
with children can not directly drop off children in front of the building without having to
enter or cross a motor vehicle traffic lane.

One-way configuration allows for maximum flexibility. Converting to a two-way will
require an assessment of need and use in both the short term for interim solutions as well
as long term for more permanent ones. Note that the loading zone and pick up and drop
off issue (regardless of change) is expected to grow as an issue into the future as there is
an increase in online sales as well as on-demand ride share services.

e Traffic Movement

(0]

e Access
(0]

Two-way streets can reduce traffic circulating on the surrounding blocks as motorists have
to “circle the block” to reach their destination.

Two-way streets allow for more flexibility when diverting traffic when an event or
construction takes places restricting parallel nearby streets.

Traffic patterns, and more so a motorist’s behavior, are dynamic as people adjust to the
built environment and any changes in the transportation system. The traffic patterns will
change, in both expected and unexpected ways, including on surrounding streets.

Two-way streets allow for buildings to have increased access with traffic moving in both
directions.

Two-way streets allow for direct access from 1-35 to two of the three public parking ramps
along First Street; such as the Tech Village ramp on the corner of Lake Avenue.

A two-way street gives people riding a bicycle with an additional eastbound, relatively flat
and lower motor vehicle traffic option, when compared to Superior Street and 2" Street,
to traverse across and through Downtown.

e Economic Development

(0}

(0}

One-way streets discourage pedestrian traffic and restrict the amount of store frontage
viewed by passing motorists, which can result in an overall decrease in businesses along a
one-way street network.

Two-way streets with slower traffic, more access (can reach from both directions) have a
more human scale and neighborhood feel and are more inviting and hence create better
places. The better the place, the more people want to be there. The more people want to
be there, the better opportunities for economic activity.
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In summary, changing this street to two-way flow will create challenges. Loading zones, including drop off
and pick up areas will need to be reconsidered through the entire downtown commercial corridor. While
the needs of businesses today will have to be considered, particularly the parking ramp ingress/egress and
the loading zone issues, understanding the overall needs of the city as well as those of future businesses
should also be taken into consideration. With that lens, the benefits of a two-way street outweigh the
one-way and therefore the MIC staff is in support of converting First Street into a two-way street for its
entire length through Duluth.

Sincerely,

'y
o i
Ron Chicka, Director
Duluth-Superior Metropolitan Interstate Council
221 W First St
Duluth, MN 55802
rchicka@ardc.org
218.529.7506
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July 22, 2019
RE: 1st Street Traffic Study

| am writing in to offer information that will hopefully assist in making a decision
regarding the extension of the two way portion of 1st Street up to the R-1
Neighborhood of 24th Avenue E.

| am a resident/home owner at 2309 E. First Street and have lived at this address for 21
years. When this subject came up in the past, as my then neighbor who had been a
resident on First Street for 15 years before me said, “this would be a horrible idea”.

As it is, there is too much speeding traffic on First Street as irresponsible motorists
travel up to 40 MPH down to 21st Avenue in an attempt to get around traffic on
Superior Street. It is already a hazard that would be increased by two way traffic.

The blocks on First Street between 24th Avenue and 21st Avenue E. are part of the
original Congdon Historic East End district. It has been a quiet neighborhood since
1904 and should remain that way. There are two Historic Homes on the 2300 block,
The Olcott House and the Cotton Mansion that are Historic Bed & Breakfasts. Not only
do guests come and go relatively safely with one way traffic, but the many tour buses
that stop in front of these two homes almost every day during the Summer & Fall
seasons, do not block traffic as cars are able to pass by on the current one-way
configuration.

There are more issues, however, than the inconvenience of increased noise and the
addition of unnecessary traffic. There is plenty of access out to the East end on E.
Second Street (a functional one way street) and Superior Street (a functional two way
street).

1. There is no traffic signal at the corner of 21st Avenue E. and E. First Street. It is
currently almost impossible to cross 21st Avenue with all the traffic that uses this
main artery up to the Woodland and College areas.

2. If a traffic signal were to be installed at this intersection, the traffic that is already
backed up at the corner of Superior and 21st would only be able to progress one
more block before encountering another signal and the potential of another lengthy
stop. This would further back up traffic on 21st causing a major city-like traffic jam.

It is possible, if absolutely necessary, to extend two way traffic out to 21st Avenue from
the Hospital Area. But without a traffic signal, it would be many accidents waiting to
happen. At this end of First Street, there is no current problem, so there is not need to
fix it. The only confusion for motorists in our neighborhood is the lack of signage,
which has been a problem since we moved into the neighborhood.

Ken Aparicio
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Jennifer Moses

From: Boeselager, Michael m>

Sent: Tuesday, July 23, 2019 12:11 PM

To: Jennifer Moses

Cc: Taryn J. Erickson; Adam Fulton; Jason Hale
Subject: 1st Street Traffic Study

Attachments: [Untitled].pdf

This message was sent securely using Zix»

Jenn,

I’'m in receipt of the attached notice of an upcoming public open house on the topic of 1! Street traffic flow. I’'m planning
to attend the first portion of this meeting, but unable to attend the entire event. | thought it would be helpful to submit
a statement regarding St. Luke’s position on this matter.

As described in the attached letter, there are currently numerous transitions from one-way to two-way traffic flow along
1%t Street — which causes driver confusion and overall difficulty in navigating this corridor. As such, we support
transitioning 1** Street to two-way traffic from 6" Avenue. E. to 24" Avenue E.

This transition will help to slow traffic, improve pedestrian safety and enhance access to the St. Luke’s campus. As we
help to shape a vision for developing a walkable urban campus, spurring economic development along this corridor and
revitalizing the neighborhood, the proposed change will be a vital element in that plan.

Thanks,

Mike

Mike Boeselager

Vice President, Support Services

DSt Lukes

915 E. 1* St. | Duluth MN 55805

This message was secured by ZixCorp®.



Jennifer Moses

From: John Ongaro {4y

Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2019 3:35 PM
To: Jennifer Moses; Taryn J. Erickson
Subject: Fwd: The Return of the Two-Way Street

Date: Wed, Jun 26, 2019 at 8:14 PM
Subject: The Return of the Two-Way Street

After reading a few of the reactionary comments about this proposal, I felt this attached story could help "open
people's eyes” to the wisdom of going to a 2 way street. It took this town 30 years to get the freeway built
through town/downtown. It's there now! No longer any need to keep these archaic one-way streets! Good Luck,
I'm 100% supportive of this long-overdue change.

https://www.governing.com/topics/transportation-infrastructure/The-Return-of-the. html

John Oniaro




Jennifer Moses

From: Kristi Stokes

Sent: Monday, July 1, 2019 9:15 AM
To: Jennifer Moses; Keith Hamre
Subject: FW: 1st Street Planning Meeting
Hi there,

I wanted to pass along this concern raised by North Shore Bank regarding First Street. We'll attempt to collect loading
zone/etc info from members as well.

thanks

From: Matt Gottwald

Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2019 4:17 PM
To: Kristi Stokes

Subject: 1st Street Planning Meeting

Hi Kristi,

We were planning on attending the meeting tonight, however we are no longer able to make it. | don’t know if you will
be going, but | figured | would reach out to you. If there is someone | should talk to directly, please let me know and |
xvould be happy to pass our concerns on.

Our concerns are how traffic would flow in and out of our auto bank, especially with its proximity to the Holiday Ramp
entrance. It is in our opinion, that first street through the downtown area would be best left as it is as a one-way road.
An idea we had would be to have 1** st one way from 3™ east through the downtown, and two way the rest of the way?

Thanks for all you do!

Matthew C. Gottwald, AAP, NCP | Financial Manager IM
Phone: i es SN,

Fﬁ NORTH SHORE . -

BANK

IMPORTANT NOTICE:

This email (and any accompanying documents) is confidential, may be legally privileged, and is for the intended recipient
only. Access, disclosure, copying, distribution, or reliance on any of it by anyone else is prohibited and may be a criminal
offense. If received in error please notify sender and delete transmission. Internet communications are not secure and
therefore the sender does not accept legal responsibility for the contents of this message. The information transmitted
is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged
material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this
information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited.



Jennifer Moses

From: Kristi DuCharie <muuemmSisesnnld

Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 1:50 PM
To: Jennifer Moses; Taryn J. Erickson
Subject: 1st Street Traffic Study

[ was unable to attend the meeting as | was out of town for a family vacation. My family and I live at 2222 E 1st
St. We have owned our home and lived here for the last 11 years. I would be greatly disappointed to see our one
way street be converted to a two way street. We already have people speed through here that are coming from
24th Ave E. We just had a truck today speed through with no regard to speed. We have seen plenty of wrong
way cars also of people that just don't know what they are doing. Having traffic come off of 21st Ave E and be
able to turn E on 1st st will only increase the amount of traffic but the danger will increase. We have small
children and don't want our somewhat quiet street being changed. Another concern we have is parking and snow
removal. Will this area have alternate side parking or only one side since the street is not wide enough to
accommodate two parking lanes and two driving lanes. Snow removal this last year was so bad that the road
was only wide enough for one parking lane and one driving lane. If you were to change this road to a two way,
would the city take better care in plowing? I honestly hope the road stays the same.

Kristi DuCharme

—




Jennifer Moses

From: JOSEPH KLEIMAN- <N
Sent: Tuesday, July 23, 2019 2:54 PM

To: Jennifer Moses; Taryn J. Erickson

Subject: 1st Street Traffic Study

As a property owner along First Street | just want to convey my thoughts. | am open minded so should a
change be mandated I can accept it.

If you asked my opinion, | would say to leave First Street "as is" from 6th Avenue E to 24th Avenue East. Thank
you for your consideration on this matter.

Joe Kleiman



Jennifer Moses

From: planning

Sent: Friday, June 28, 2019 7:04 AM

Tor Jennifer Moses

Subject: FW: First Street™ »

From: Tom Griffin

Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2019 4:43 PM
To: planning

Subject: First Street

I will be unable to attend this evenings meeting and wanted to put my comments in writing. MAKE IT ONE WAY ALL THE
WAY. Ok the first block off Mesabi could remain 2 way to accodomate the fire department but return the two ways to

one way all the way. The medical district is making big changes shortly and they should be able to deal with the return to
one way.

Thanks for listening....tom

Sent from Mail for Windows 10



Jennifer Moses

From: Taryn J. Erickson

Sent: Tuesday, July 2, 2019 12:55 PM

To: Jennifer Moses; 'Scott Poska'

Subject: FW: Uncle Dunbar's Auto Body 1st Street concerns
FYI

From: jody nelson
Sent: Tuesday, July 02, 2019 12:50 PM
To: Taryn J. Erickson

Cc: igpuntmS

Subject: Fw: Uncle Dunbar's Auto Body 1st Street concerns

From: jody nelson
Sent: Tuesday, July 2, 2019 12:34 PM
To: upetitsanie

Subject: Uncle Dunbar's Auto Body 1st Street concerns

Taryn

Thank you for requesting input from businesses directly affected by the possible 1st Street 1 way to 2 way
change.

*We are located 1/2 a block from the 1st St and 3rd Ave W intersection. The first problem we will have if this
goes to 2 way is, getting vehicles into and out of our building. Customers drive in for an estimate off of 1st and
the only way out, is back out on to 1st. Now, we wait for the traffic light on 3rd Ave and can safely guide
customers back out. If it goes to 2 way that will potentially be a great safety hazard to employees and
customers.

*Tow trucks, parts delivery trucks, garbage trucks etc... all have to access our building off of 1st St. If any of
these vehicles are parked in front of our building, cars will have to go around them, again, creating a traffic
hazard. Or worse yet, back up traffic for blocks. We get multiple deliveries a day. Everything from a UPS truck
to an 18 wheel semi, some of which are parked out front for a quarter to half an hour. Designating a loading
zone will not fix this problem.

*1 Street is about 1 1/2 lanes at best during the winter, exacerbating all of the items I've mentioned.

*Uncle Dunbars isn't the only business that will have roughly the same problems. Many of them have voiced
their concerns. The Union Gospel Mission across the street from us has emergency vehicles and delivery trucks
parked in front of their building that will block traffic just as I've described happening on our side of the street.
Thank you so much for taking the time to gather the needed information to make an informed decision about
this possible change.

Rick Dunbar

Uncle Dunbar's Auto Body

210 E 1st Street



Jennifer Moses

From: planning

Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2019 3:24 PM
To: Jennifer Moses

Subject: FW: First Street

For your files.

Steven.

From: Nancy Carroll

Sept: Tuesday, June 25, 2019 2:21 PM#™
To: planning

Subject: First Street

We would like to see FIRST STREET be two-way traffic. It will give an ongoing substitute for Superior
St. — which is much needed.

THANK YOU!!

Nancy & Jerry Carroll

40Q4 London Rd. #1212.

Duluth 55804



Jennifer Moses

From:

Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 3:29 PM
To: Jennifer Moses; Taryn J. Erickson
Subject: 1st Study

[ am contacting you in regard to your 1st Street Traffic Study.

Currently E 1st Street is one-way and changes to a two-way at N 8th Ave E (the signage is clear) and than
changes back to a one-way at N 3rd Ave E.

I am advocating that E 1st street stay a one-way until it gets to N 8th Ave E where it currently changes to a two-
way, continue E 1st Street as a two-way street where it intersects N 3rd Ave E, N 2nd Ave E, N 1st Ave E, N
Lake all the way to Mesaba Ave.

By changing E 1st Street to a two-way all the way from N 8th Ave E to Mesaba Ave, as mentioned above you
will accomplish the following:

1) Minimize traffic confusion and potential accidents in the area described from N 8th Ave E traveling west to
Mesaba Ave, no directional changes from N 8th Ave E all the way to Mesaba Ave.

2) Minimize the expense of reworking the road, signage and striping by only affecting N 8th Ave E west to
Mesaba Ave, where the confusion currently exists.

3) Not impact neighborhoods and taxpayers in a negative way by NOT converting all of East 1st Street to a two-
way. There is no confusion driving on E 1st Street as a one way until you start going through directional
changes back and forth from N 8th Ave E to N 3rd Ave E.

4) Allow continued ease of snow removal, currently City of Duluth's snow removal is not an issue on the long
length of East 1st Street that is a one way. Parking lanes are clearing defined and for the most part there is not
an issue of people have to move their vehicles each day from odd/even parking because E 1st Street is set up
with defined parking lanes.

5) You would not add additional tax burden to the property owners if you only address the section of E 1st
Street that is causing confusion. Property owners already feel they are being over burdened with high taxes and
don't feel they are getting a good return for their hard earned dollars (roads that need repair but appear to be
forgotten, Potholes, potholes potholes etc.). We don't need the added expense of changing the entire E 1st Street
to remedy directional concerns that are occurring west of N 8th Ave E towards Mesaba Ave.

6) Not impact on-street parking in a negative way. Currently parking is working on E 1st Street as a one-way
street. It is safe to parallel park, it is safe to pull out of your parking spot. [ can't stress this enough, the majority
of property owners that depend on on-street parking.

[ understand the need to address traffic safety, but there needs to be a solution that works for everyone,
including the property owners.

The City of Duluth can look like a hero by solving their concern of directional changes by addressing the actual
area that is causing the confusion, N 8th Ave E thru N 3rd Ave E to a two-way NOT by changing the entire E
1st Street to a two-way.

[ am asking that the City of Duluth use some common sense, be fiscally responsible and seriously look at the
solution I have outlined above.

I have reached out to many neighbors and they agree as well.

Sincerely,
Margie Iraci



Jennifer Moses

From: i i

Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 1:05 PM

To: Jennifer Moses; Taryn J. Erickson
Subject: First Street change to two way street

Dear Jenn and Taryn:

| am strongly opposed to First Street from 6th Avenue East to 26th Avenue East being changed
to a two way street. | live on the corner of south west corner of First Street and Twenty-First
Avenue East and my driveway, along with others, enters onto 21st Avenue East. If First Street
were changed to a two way street, as soon as there is a gap in the downhill traffic on21st Ave
East, a car on 1st would pull onto the street precluding those of us who must exit onto 21st
from backing out to get out of our driveways. | am also concerned about the parking on First
Street and the snow removal. Currently snow is only occasionally plowed on the lower side of
the street because parking is allowed on that side, if the traffic is changed, I'm unsure how
that would be affected.

| fully understand the desire to change the traffic flow in the downtown area to eliminate
confusion, changing it in the residential areas seems to me will add to the potential for traffic
accidents.

Very sincerely yours,

Dennis L. Lamkin

21 N 21st Ave East
Duluth, MN 55812
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