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Message from the Minnesota State Demographic Center on 
the Supreme Court’s 2020 Census Ruling  

Yesterday, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that Commerce Department officials failed to provide an 
adequate reason for the addition of a citizenship question to the 2020 Census. The question will 
remain blocked from the form unless the Commerce Department provides the courts with a valid 
reason why the citizenship question is necessary. This would need to happen quickly. Census 
Bureau officials have maintained that the forms must begin printing by the end of June; however, 
one Census Bureau official has said that it could be pushed back to late October with significantly 
more funding. 

The citizenship question proposed for the 2020 Census is currently part of the Census Bureau’s 
nationwide American Community Survey, and looks like this: 

The census is a once-in-a-decade opportunity for Minnesota communities to claim their fair share of 
power and resources, and a depressed count because of the addition of a citizenship question 
would serve to perpetuate inequities into the future. The census count guides the distribution of 
more than 15 billion dollars each year to Minnesotan communities — about $28,000 per person per 
decade. These funds support schools, housing, roads, hospitals, and a variety of other public 
services in cities and counties across the state. 
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No matter what happens with the citizenship question, census data will continue to be guarded by 
the strictest federal legal protections to maintain respondents’ confidentiality. It is illegal for the 
Census Bureau to disclose information about individual respondents to any person or government 
agency — including the U.S. Immigration Customs and Enforcement (ICE). This information cannot 
be shared with one’s landlord or neighbors either. No information collected by the Census Bureau 
can be used to arrest, prosecute or cause harm to an individual, and must remain confidential for 72 
years. 

Although the U.S. Supreme Court did not make a conclusive decision yesterday, we are hopeful 
that future court rulings will permanently block the citizenship question from the 2020 Census. 
Research by the U.S. Census Bureau indicates that adding a citizenship question would depress 
the national response by an estimated 9 million people – an undercount much larger than the entire 
population of Minnesota. With our community partners, we remain dedicated to supporting a 
complete and accurate count of all Minnesotans. 

Stay Connected with the Minnesota State Demographic Center: 
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