RIVERSIDE RECREATION AREA

Summary and Overview

Riverside Park and Riverside Community Recreation Area together make up the
site for the Riverside Park Mini-Master Plan. The five-acre active park area is east
of Riverside Drive, accessed by Manitou Street. The smaller one-acre community
garden is located adjacent to and west of Riverside Drive. Both areas are located in
the Riverside neighborhood in close proximity to Grand Avenue, and the Munger
and Western Waterfront Trails. The Riverside Recreation Area is in need of updates
and improvements to be more functional as a neighborhood park.

»
Riverside Recreation Area

RIVERSIDE RECREATION AREA LOCATION MAP
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RIVERSIDE PARK SITE INVENTORY

Existing Conditions

Riverside Park is bounded by the Munger State Trail corridor on the west, a
residential street and homes on the south, the Western Waterfront Trail corridor
on the east, and 85th Avenue W Creek on the north. A parking lot with a
basketball hoop and a small playground are the two major features in Riverside
Park. An old community center building in the park is today used only for
storage. A softball backstop sits in the grassy open area of the park, but it is rarely
used.

The community gardens are heavily used and maintained by the Duluth
Community Garden Program.

Needs Assessment/Input Summary

At the stakeholder and community meetings, a desire was expressed for every
park in the corridor to have basic amenities, including a bench, a picnic table,
and a grill. These are items that are not located in Riverside Park today, but
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RIVERSIDE PARK SITE ANALYSIS

are desired, especially in combination with a picnic shelter. Wayfinding and
directional signage to each park, within each park, and to nearby trails are also
desired as a way to promote the parks. There is a strong desire by the Riverside
Community Club to include trailhead amenities and trail connections between
the park and the Munger and Western Waterfront Trails. Wayfinding signage is
needed along both trails to direct people to the park, and in the park to direct
people to both trails.

Stakeholder and community meeting attendees expressed an interest in picnic
facilities, such as a shelter, picnic tables, restrooms, and a drinking fountain. The
community club members have expressed interest in promoting Riverside Park
as a sustainable or “green” park with compostable toilets, solar lighting, and low
maintenance furnishings. Community club members have also stated the desire
for a healthy trail loop within the park that would include adult fitness stations.
Overall maintenance and upkeep are desired in the park - residents would like
to see the building removed, the softball backstop removed, and the basketball
hoop moved to its own full basketball court.

3

The existing ballfield

The existing building is no longer utilized

The existing playground is in fair condition

The existing crossing of 85th Avenue W Creek
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Key Features:
Park
e Remove existing building and replace with new
basketball court; remove existing hoop in parking lot.
e New shelter with restrooms, picnic tables, and solar
lighting.
e New paved trail connecting Munger and Western
Waterfront Trails. ) New Si -
. 32, lew Signage/Wayfinding
e (Create park improvements that support and o
emphasize a green, sustainable theme. > Existing Trail
Community Garden Area £7'71  Existing Park Boundary
e New shelter and water. .
o Improve fencing and signage. o O

FIGURE 2.13 RIVERSIDE PARK
MINI-MASTER PLAN CONCEPT
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The community garden site needs taller, stronger fencing and a better, more permanent water supply shelter. There is
also the potential for historical interpretation signage at the community garden site along Riverside Drive. The Riverside
Neighborhood has a rich history of boat building and river industry.

Concept Plan & Recommendations

The concept plan for Riverside Park includes basic park facilities, such as a picnic shelter, trail connections, a new basketball
court, habitat enhancement in the wooded areas, and new trees in the recreation area of the park. The community garden
area concept includes new water supply and signage.

Phasing & Cost Estimates
PHASE 1: SHORT-TERM

Total Short-Term Improvement Costs E[ei B0
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PHASE 2: LONG-TERM

Total Long-Term Improvement Costs SZEt:H0[0[0}
Total Sort-Term Improvement Costs FEXF{0)0]

Total Improvement Costs EEEEE






