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Summary and overview
Riverside Park and Riverside Community Recreation Area together make up the 
site for the Riverside Park Mini-Master Plan. The five-acre active park area is east 
of Riverside Drive, accessed by Manitou Street. The smaller one-acre community 
garden is located adjacent to and west of Riverside Drive. Both areas are located in 
the Riverside neighborhood in close proximity to Grand Avenue, and the Munger 
and Western Waterfront Trails. The Riverside Recreation Area is in need of updates 
and improvements to be more functional as a neighborhood park.
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RIvERSIDE RECREATION AREA LOCATION MAP

riverside recreation Area



existing conditions
Riverside Park is bounded by the Munger State Trail corridor on the west, a 
residential street and homes on the south, the Western Waterfront Trail corridor 
on the east, and 85th Avenue W Creek on the north. A parking lot with a 
basketball hoop and a small playground are the two major features in Riverside 
Park. An old community center building in the park is today used only for 
storage. A softball backstop sits in the grassy open area of the park, but it is rarely 
used.

The community gardens are heavily used and maintained by the Duluth 
Community Garden Program.

needs assessment/input Summary
At the stakeholder and community meetings, a desire was expressed for every 
park in the corridor to have basic amenities, including a bench, a picnic table, 
and a grill. These are items that are not located in Riverside Park today, but 

strengths/
oPPortunities: 
 » Park location is key for 

access to two major trails in 
west Duluth – the Munger 
State Trail and the Western 
Waterfront Trail – capitalize 
on location to trails

 » Natural setting is pleasant 
– 85th Ave W Creek, high 
quality forest on the 
northern and eastern sides 
of park

 » Open grassy space is nice for 
free play

 » The neighborhood is 
transitioning to younger 
families who would use a 
park often

 » The community garden 
site is well used and minor 
improvements to the fencing 
and water supply could be 
made

issues: 
 » Lack of seating and 

gathering space

 » Lack of shelter/shade, 
especially near playground

 » Lack of restrooms and 
drinking water

 » Building is an eye sore

 » Park is close to major trails, 
but trail connections to park 
do not exist

 » Playground is small and for 
young children only

 » Basketball hoop is in parking 
lot – not usable if cars are 
parked there

 » Softball field is bermed for 
old pleasure skate area – 
open space is not as usable 
as it could be if field was 
graded to be level and the 
backstop was removed
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EXISTING CONDITIONS

ABOUT THE PARK

RIVERSIDE PARK

EXISTING RECREATION FACILITIES

Play areas and Courts Fields PiCniCking trails other

 Play equiPment  Football  Pavilion  unPaved oPen Play Field

 basketball (1/2 court) soccer  shelter  Paved

 tennis  soFtball  tables

 horseshoe  baseball  Grills winter sPorts

 bocce ball  hockey rink

 volleyball  recreation center  Pleasure skatinG

 other buildinG  sleddinG hill

tyPe:  storaGe shed  cross-country 
skiinG

USER CONVENIENCES  / SUPPORT FACILITIES

 benches  Fire rinG restrooms Parking

 bike rack  GarbaGe can ( )  indoor restrooms  on-street

 bleacher  liGhtinG  Portable restrooms  oFF-street ( )

 drinkinG Fountain  FlaG  # hdcP sPaces

 dumPster  Plaques  not Present

\

•	Building was closed in 2008- now used as storage
•	Parking lot is combined with the basketball hoop
•	Playground is small, but in adequate shape
•	Softball field is wet, graded to hold water for pleasure skating
•	85th Avenue Creek at the bottom of a steep ravine

name riverside Park

address 55 Cato avenue

neiGhborhood riverside

classiFication neighborhood Park

acreaGe 5.2

Existing Ped/Bike Trail
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Parking lot 

Basketball 
 ‐Overlaps Parking

Community 
Garden area

High quality 
forest

Playground
 ‐ Fair Condition

Former pleasure 
skating area- 

bermed

Park entrance 
from Grand 

Ave

Storage Building
 ‐ Poor condition
 ‐Currently mothballed

Softball Field
 ‐ Poor drainage
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RIvERSIDE PARK SITE ANALYSIS

The existing ballfield

The existing building is no longer utilized

The existing playground is in fair condition

The existing crossing of 85th Avenue W Creek

are desired, especially in combination with a picnic shelter. Wayfinding and 
directional signage to each park, within each park, and to nearby trails are also 
desired as a way to promote the parks. There is a strong desire by the Riverside 
Community Club to include trailhead amenities and trail connections between 
the park and the Munger and Western Waterfront Trails. Wayfinding signage is 
needed along both trails to direct people to the park, and in the park to direct 
people to both trails.

Stakeholder and community meeting attendees expressed an interest in picnic 
facilities, such as a shelter, picnic tables, restrooms, and a drinking fountain. The 
community club members have expressed interest in promoting Riverside Park 
as a sustainable or “green” park with compostable toilets, solar lighting, and low 
maintenance furnishings. Community club members have also stated the desire 
for a healthy trail loop within the park that would include adult fitness stations.  
Overall maintenance and upkeep are desired in the park – residents would like 
to see the building removed, the softball backstop removed, and the basketball 
hoop moved to its own full basketball court. 
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RIVERSIDE PARK
SITE OBSERVATIONS

OPPORTUNITIES

NOTES & COMMENTS

•	Explore trail connections to the Western Waterfront and Munger 
Trails

•	Improve signage
•	Address field drainage concerns- perhaps a planted drainage swale 

around field
•	Explore the option of creating a small BMX course for kids
•	Explore planting a food forest for area north of building (Fruit trees, 

nut/berry shrubs)
•	Add Interpretive signage about ship building, the marina, and the 

EPA Area of Concern
•	Add a shelter and bathroom to replace the closed building
•	Consider modifying the bermed skating area to provide a stormwater 

management function (dry pond, wet meadow, native landscaped)
•	Create a native buffer along mowed edge and in other portions of 

the park that have minimal active use
•	Investigate upstream and downstream reach of 85th Ave W Creek to 

determine if there is ecological value in removing the vertical drop 
caused by the culvert under Willard Munger Trail

•	Allow and promote access to creek and high quality forest to 
northeast of park boundary/north side of creek

•	Asses drainage swale on north side of park that conveys water to 
Creek to determine if additional storage or treatment could be 
provided within the swale

•	Neighborhood is transitioning to younger families
•	Riverside Community Club is the primary stakeholder- they usually 

partner with Morgan Park & Gary New Duluth
•	Club meets in people’s homes and at Spirit Marina
•	Club conducted a survey for the park

•	Small parking lot with basketball hoop
•	Small playground in fair condition
•	No trees or landscape features
•	Underutilized, poorly drained field
•	Park is isolated from adjacent trails
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Add small BMX 
course or food 
forest 

Separate Basketball 
from parking

Connect to adjacent 
planned development 
and provide access to 
creek and high quality 
forest north of creek

Repurpose former 
bermed pleasure 
skating area into 

stormwater feature

Add trail connection 
to Western 
Waterfront Trail

Remove 
existing 
building and 
replace with 
basketball 
courtAdd water 

service and 
small shelter 
to community 
gardens site

Remove 
Softball Field
and improve 

drainage

Add Signage & 
Wayfinding on 

Grand Ave
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Figure 2.13  riverside park 
mini-master pLan concept
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Remove existing berm; regrade to drain1

Sidewalk on north & west side of parking lot3

Install fitness stations4

New shade trees5

Add 
historical 

interpretation

8

New creek crossing11

Add wood steps and 
address erosion

12

Remove existing building, 
replace with basketball 
court

14

Existing playground7
•	Add benches, shade 

trees

New picnic shelter with porta-potty, solar 
lights, 4-6 picnic tables

2

New bituminous trail connection6

New 
shelter 

and 
water 

supply

9

10

Invasive species removal13

New aggregate ADA trail15

New railroad crossing16
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Key Features:
Park
•	 Remove existing building and replace with new 

basketball court; remove existing hoop in parking lot.
•	 New shelter with restrooms, picnic tables, and solar 

lighting.
•	 New paved trail connecting Munger and Western 

Waterfront Trails.
•	 Create park improvements that support and 

emphasize a green, sustainable theme.

Community Garden Area
•	 New shelter and water.
•	 Improve fencing and signage.
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The community garden site needs taller, stronger fencing and a better, more permanent water supply shelter. There is 
also the potential for historical interpretation signage at the community garden site along Riverside Drive. The Riverside 
Neighborhood has a rich history of boat building and river industry.

concept plan & recommendations
The concept plan for Riverside Park includes basic park facilities, such as a picnic shelter, trail connections, a new basketball 
court, habitat enhancement in the wooded areas, and new trees in the recreation area of the park. The community garden 
area concept includes new water supply and signage.

phasing & cost estimates
PhAse 1: short-term

Action cost

# cAtegory descriPtion

1 demolition remove existing berm and seed  $5,000 

3 circulation sidewalk on north & west side of parking Lot  $7,800 

4 Furnishings install Fitness stations  $5,000 

5 vegetation new shade trees (27)  $10,800

7 Furnishings install new benches (2)  $2,400

8 circulation install new historical interpretation/signage  $2,500 

11 circulation new creek crossing - 4' pedestrian bridge  $2,400 

12 infrastructure build new wood steps  $600 

13 vegetation remove invasive species (buckthorn) $7,500

14 demolition remove existing building  $15,000 

18 Furnishings install porta-potty with screen $2,500

total short-term improvement costs $61,500

Figure 2.14  riverside park 
short-term phasing
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PhAse 2: long-term

Action cost
# cAtegory descriPtion

2 buildings build new picnic shelter with enclosed porta-potty  $75,000

2 Furnishings install new picnic tables (5)  $10,000 

6 circulation new bituminous trail connection  $40,000 

7 recreation build new playground  $150,000 

9 buildings build new shelter at community garden  $60,000 

10 infrastructure new water Line for community garden  $40,000 

14 recreation build new basketball court - Full  $50,000 

15 circulation new aggregate ada trail  $11,000 

16 circulation create pedestrian rr crossing  tbd

17 circulation new park wayfinding signage  $2,000 

total Long-term improvement costs $438,000

total sort-term improvement costs $ 61,500

total improvement costs $499,500

Figure 2.15  riverside park 
Long-term phasing
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