
m e r r i t t  c o m m u n i t y  r e c r e at i o n  a r e a
Summary and overview
Merritt Community Recreation Area is a three acre, one-block park 
in the Lincoln Park Neighborhood. It is bounded on all sides by local, 
residential streets: W 8th St., N 40th Ave. W, W 7th St., and N 41st Ave 
W. The park is generally a recreational park with a softball field, ice 
rink, basketball court, park building, and playground. The park sits on a 
sloped field, which creates some drainage issues around the building, 
softball field, and play area. The softball field and ice rink are used for an 
adult softball league and broomball league, respectively. The building 
is underutilized and planned for removal by the City. Several apple trees 
were recently planted in the north corner of the park.

2 - 49    02:   PA R K  M I N I - M A S T E R  P L A N S

MERRITT COMMuNITY RECREATION AREA LOCATION MAP

merritt community recreation Area



existing conditions
The facilities in Merritt are generally in fair to good condition. A few recent 
updates have been made to the playground area and basketball court. Some 
features are on their last legs for usability and will need to be updated soon.

The basketball court is smaller than a typical regulation court, relatively new, and 
in good condition. The softball field is well used with an infield that could use 
some resurfacing. The softball field has one chain link dugout, bleachers, and 
lights. The hockey boards stay up all year and are in poor condition. Horseshoe 
pits are located in the hockey rink area, but they are scheduled for relocation to 
Wheeler Park. The playground has had recent ADA accessibility improvements, 
but the benches and some of the equipment are in poor condition.

The park building is in poor condition. It has not been updated in years, is not 
ADA accessible, and is not able to be easily updated.

Overall grading and drainage issues exist, especially on and around the softball 

strengths/
oPPortunities: 
 » Brand new basketball 

court is in good condition, 
opportunity to add fencing 
along south corner of park to 
prevent balls from going into 
the street where there is an 
uncontrolled intersection

 » The park is in a good location 
for the neighborhood with 
good access on all sides to 
residents, opportunity to 
improve street crossings and 
sidewalks

 » The softball field and hockey 
rink are well used features 
for summer and winter 
recreation, but both could 
use minor improvements

 » Opportunity to improve 
stormwater management 
with rain gardens or native 
vegetation areas

issues: 
 » Park building is in poor 

condition, lacks ADA 
accessibility, and is rarely 
open to the public/park 
users

 » The ice rink lights are 
controlled on a timer in the 
building and not reliable to 
be on when needed

 » Hockey boards are in poor 
condition – no money to 
replace

 » Stormwater drainage 
issues exist throughout the 
park—on the playground 
and softball field there are 
several areas that pond

 » A warming house is needed 
for skating

MERRITT COMMuNITY RECREATION AREA SITE INvENTORY36 St. Louis River Corridor NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS MINI MASTER PLANS FACILITY INVENTORY AND EVALUATION 37DRAFT 11.18.15 DRAFT 11.18.15

41st Ave W Creek

0 10050 Feet

Legend
Park boundary
Duluth Streams

N

MERRITT COMMUNITY RECREATION AREA MERRITT COMMUNITY RECREATION AREA

N 41st Ave W
W 8t

h Stre
et

W 7t
h Stre

et

N 40th Ave W

ABOUT THE PARK

EXISTING RECREATION FACILITIES

Play areas and Courts Fields PiCniCking trails other

 Play equiPment  Football  Pavilion  unPaved

 basketball  soccer  shelter  Paved

 tennis  soFtball  tables

 horseshoes  baseball  Grills winter sPorts

 bocce ball  hockey rink

 volleyball  recreation center  Pleasure skatinG

 other buildinG  sleddinG hill

tyPe: maintenance  cross-country 
skiinG

USER CONVENIENCES  / SUPPORT FACILITIES

 benches  Fire rinG restrooms Parking

 bike rack  GarbaGe can  indoor restrooms  on-street

 bleacher  liGhtinG  oFF-street

 drinkinG Fountain  FlaG  # hdcP sPaces

 dumPster  Plaques  not Present

\

name merritt reCreation area

address 4017 w 7th street

neiGhborhood linColn Park

classiFication neighborhood Park

acreaGe 2.8

•	Traditional neighborhood park
•	Status of building
•	Planned to be torn down
•	Not ADA accessible in the building
•	Community club access
•	Ice cream socials 
•	Rented out 
•	Lots of small rooms

•	Steep slopes on northern portion of park
•	Hockey is underutilized – with lights
•	Playground
•	Basketball

EXISTING CONDITIONS

•	Ball field with lights
•	Hockey lights on timer in the building
•	Only unscheduled hockey rink in the city- currently 

horseshoes in rink. To be moved to Wade/Wheeler.

Basketball court
 ‐Brand new
 ‐Good Condition
 ‐ Small

Maintenance Shed

Rec Center
 ‐ Poor condition
 ‐ Lacks ADA accessibility

Steep curb 
edge

Playground
 ‐Good condition 
with recent ADA 
improvements

Softball field
 ‐ Fair condition
 ‐Needs 2nd dugout

Apple Grove

Ice Rink/ 
Horseshoes

 ‐Boards in poor 
condition

Uncontrolled 
intersection

Short, Steep 
Slopes
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field. The area in the center of the park, between the hockey rink, building, and 
softball field, is not well graded and is unusable space.

MERRITT COMMuNITY RECREATION ARE PARK SITE ANALYSIS

The existing play equipment includes 
accessible elements

The community orchard is well cared for

Caption

Boards at the existing broomball rink are in fair 
condition

The ballfield lacks a second dugout

needs assessment/input Summary
At the stakeholder and community meetings, a desire was expressed for every 
park in the corridor to have basic amenities, including a bench, a picnic table, and 
a grill. The benches at Merritt are in poor condition, and picnic tables and grills 
would be welcomed amenities. Wayfinding and directional signage to each park, 
within each park, and to nearby trails are also desired as a way to promote the 
parks. A central kiosk sign with ability to post neighborhood information is also 
desired.

The public input process revealed the desire for a new community building 
or pavilion that would be open to park users during regular hours every day. 
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MERRITT COMMUNITY RECREATION AREA MERRITT COMMUNITY RECREATION AREA
SITE OBSERVATIONS

OPPORTUNITIES

NOTES & COMMENTS

•	One block park
•	Feels like a neighborhood park
•	Basketball court is small, but looks new - good condition
•	Hockey boards look old - horseshoe pits inside boards - What is the 

usage of the hockey rink?
•	Rink area has lights and 2 goals are pushed to one side
•	10 new apple trees in north corner of park
•	Playground is in decent shape - one accessible swing and recent 

ADA improvements
•	Baseball/Softball diamond in rough shape - infield is weedy - but 

has lights and bleachers

•	Building needs to be torn down and replaced (2012 Master Plan 
identifies this center for removal and replacement with a smaller 
multi-use building)

•	Basketball court needs fence on the south corner to prevent balls 
from going into the street

•	Softball needs 2nd dugout
•	Consider locations for small pollinator-friendly landscaping and 

education
•	Investigate locations for small raingardens/rain barrels and other 

opportunities for water quality improvement and educational 
practices

•	Through the use of naturalized landscaping provide framing of high 
use areas. Consider use of signage to help delineate areas set-aside 
for habitat and aesthetic enhancement.

•	Denfeld High School could be a partner
•	Potential Match: Merritt Community Club
•	Potential Match: Merritt Memorial softball
•	Northwoods Children’s Services maintains the rink

OPPORTUNITIES
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Rec Center
•  Replace with new 

multi-use building

Basketball
•  Add fencing on corner to 

contain play on the court

Add stop 
signs to 
intersection

Maintain Play 
Equipment

Softball field
•  Add second dugout
•  Improve 

maintenance

Evaluate 
opportunity 

to reduce rink 
size --  what 

is needed for 
broomball?

Add paths and 
other gardens 

around apple trees
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Figure 2.25  merritt community recreation 
area mini-master pLan concept
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Existing Park Boundary

New Rain Garden

New Catch Basin and Drain Pipe

New Activated Crossing Lights

New Children at Play SignageÑ

Reconfigure existing 
broomball rink
•	Relocate horseshoes to Wheeler 

Park
•	Divide into separate broomball 

and pleasure skating rinks, 
relocating existing pleasure 
skating from ballfield

•	Replace boards
•	Seasonal use as dog park

Add fence to contain 
basketball play

New dugout to match 
existing

Extend backstop 
along W 7th St

Improve/reconfigure walks

Relocate existing bleachers 
to accommodate new dugout

13

5

6

11

12

14

Repair sidewalk 
on W 7th St with 
future street 
reconstruction

Phased building removal 
and replacement; timing 
to be determined.  If 
funding can be secured, 
potential replacement 
building to include:
•	Restrooms

•	Winter warming

•	Storage

Add porta-potty

Additional picnic tables

New picnic pavilion

Improve seating, 
edging, surface, 
and accessibility

New 
sensor-

activated/
automatic 

pedestrian 
crossing 

light

Potential four-way stop

Add Children at Play signs

Existing community 
orchard

•	Potential to relocate western 
trees to allow for more space for 
pavilion or expanded playground

Repair 
sidewalk on 
N 40th with 
future street 
reconstruction

Existing 
playground Improve field drainage 

and condition
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Key Features:

•	 Improve surface, drainage, and add dugout to existing U13 ballfield.
•	 Phase building removal and replacement.
•	 Modify existing broomball rink to accommodate broomball and 

pleasure skating, relocating pleasure skating from ballfield.
•	 Sidewalk repairs by Public Works Department in collaboration with 

future street reconstruction.

Nearby Meeting Room Space
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Memorial Park

Laura MacArthur Elementary School

Wheeler Athletic Complex

Wade Stadium
Merritt Recreation 

Center
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Action cost
# cAtegory descriPtion

5 demolition remove/relocate existing horseshoes with wheeler costs

5 recreation partition existing rink with boards $5,000

5 recreation replace existing hockey boards $25,000

6 infrastructure install new chain Link Fence $10,800 

11 recreation build new chain Link Fence dugout $3,500 

12 recreation extend existing backstop $6,000

13 circulation improve / reconfigure walkways $10,360

16 Furnishings add porta-potty $2,500

total short-term improvement costs $63,160

Some form of community gathering space and identity feature is desired to bring the community together and encourage 
engagement in the park.

Overall, updates to the existing park features are necessary to continue the functionality of the park. The softball field 
needs resurfacing, drainage pipe in the outfield, and a second dugout. The hockey rink needs new boards and better 
managed lighting for dark winter nights. The hockey rink is voluntarily maintained by Northwoods Children’s Services. A 
shade structure with benches and picnic tables is desired near the existing playground. The playground container and 
equipment needs to be updated to remove safety hazards.

Infrastructure and safety improvements on the adjacent sidewalks to the park should be completed with future street 
reconstruction as part of public works improvements. Crosswalks on adjacent streets and stop signs should be improved 
and added at surrounding intersections.

concept plan & recommendations
The concept plan for Merritt Community Recreation Area includes overall drainage improvements, minor recreational 
improvements, and park gathering spaces, including a pavilion and building replacement. and accessibility, and canoe/
kayak launch improvements.

phasing & cost estimates
PhAse 1: short-term

Figure 2.26  merritt community 
recreation short-term phasing

Add porta-potty16

• Seasonal use as dog park
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PhAse 2: long-term

Action cost
# cAtegory descriPtion

1 Furnishings add picnic tables (2) $4,000

2 buildings build new picnic shelter $30,000

3 Furnishings improve seating - new benches (3) $3,600 

4 circulation new sensor-activated/automatic pedestrian crossing $10,000 

7 circulation new Four-way stop - signs $4,000 

8 circulation add children at play signs $5,000 

9 demolition relocate existing apple trees (3) $750 

10 recreation improve Field drainage & condition $50,000

10 stormwater install new raingarden $25,500 

15 demolition remove existing building tbd

15 buildings build new community building $500,000 

total Long-term improvement costs $632,850

total short-term improvement costs $63,160

total improvement costs $696,010

Figure 2.27  merritt community 
recreation Long-term phasing

edging, surface, and 
accessibility
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