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HISTORICAL PARK

Summary and Overview

Historical Park is a relatively unknown park in the Fond du Lac neighborhood
of west Duluth. It is a half-acre park, surrounded by a residential neighborhood,
on the banks of the St. Louis River. It is located south of Hwy 23, less than Y4
mile from Fond du Lac Park. The park was formerly called Jacob Astor Park,

and it was gifted to the City of Duluth from the Daughters of the American
Revolution.

Historical Park
HISTORICAL PARK LOCATION MAP
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HISTORICAL PARK SITE INVENTORY

Existing Conditions

At the southern end of 133rd Ave W, Historical Park covers a small piece of wet
and wooded land adjacent to the river. There are no formal features to the park
other than a small mown area adjacent to road that features granite benches, a
flagpole, and a plaque commemorating the history of the park.

In December of 2015, an Archaeological Phase | Survey for Historical Park was
completed in coordination with the Duluth Archaeology Center and the City

of Duluth Department of Parks and Recreation. Historical and archaeological
findings from this report will be considered during any future improvements to
the park. In addition, the 2015 Ethnographic Study of Indigenous Contributions
to the City of Duluth will be referenced in future park improvements.
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HISTORICAL PARK SITE ANALYSIS

Needs Assessmentllnput Summary Current natural surface trails

At the stakeholder and community meetings, a desire was expressed for every
park in the corridor to have basic amenities, including a bench, a picnic table,
and a grill. Wayfinding and directional signage to each park, within each park,
and to nearby trails are also desired as a way to promote the parks. Historical
interpretation and archaeological considerations are important to this site.

A desire was expressed by stakeholders to clarify the name and provide identity
to the park. The name “Historical Park”is new and unfamiliar to many residents.
As part of Minnesota’s Clean Water, Land, and Legacy Amendment, there is

a potential to write a grant for historical interpretation, art, and wayfinding
elements for Historical Park.

Historical Park provides river access and is a
local fishing spot
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Key Features:

e Incorporate conclusions/recommendations for the area from the Archeological Phase |
Survey for the Historical Park prepared by the Duluth Archeological Center.

» Further investigate identified archeological features before disturbing park grounds.
» Expand story telling of Fond du Lac history with informational signage.

Retain existing historical interpretation area.

Address erosion along the river by adding 3 rock outcrop areas for fishing/river
viewing and working with partners to stabilize banks.

Add canoe/kayak launch.

e Formalize natural surface trail through existing floodplain forest.
e Make improvements to 133rd Ave W in collaboration with street reconstruction and -"é New Signage/Wayfinding
Public Works
» Formalize turnaround/dropoff area for canoe/kayak loading. >—= Proposed Stormwater Conveyance
» Create waterfront picnic area at southern terminus of 133rd Ave. £7°73 Existing Park Boundary
» Create formalized parking spaces (6*/-).
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» Repair sidewalks along 133rd Ave.

FIGURE 2.1 HISTORICAL PARK
MINI-MASTER PLAN
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Concept Plan & Recommendations

The concept plan for Historical Park addresses identity, wayfinding, natural resources, and recreation improvements.
Emphasis was placed on interpreting the history of the site, addressing river access, and providing small areas for gathering
and enjoying the natural location along the St. Louis River. Parks will consult the Historic Preservation Commission and the
Indigenous Commission moving forward with implementation of the plan.

Phasing & Cost Estimates pHasE 1: SHORT-TERM

/
|

Total Short-Term Improvement Costs YRR}
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PHASE 2: LONG-TERM

Total Improvement Costs YRR

Total Long-Term Improvement Costs BERI0HI0[0]

Total Short-Term Improvement Costs BRI






