
B l a c k m e r  pa r k
Summary and overview
Blackmer Park is a 10-acre park in the Morgan Park neighborhood. The 
park is heavily used for youth soccer and softball games. Much of the park 
is wooded and the entire eastern edge of the park is adjacent to the St. 
Louis River with panoramic views through the trees. There is the potential 
for the future Western Waterfront Trail to travel along the river side of the 
park and connect to natural corridors that exist to the north and south. 
Today the Lake Superior & Mississippi rail line exists along the river’s edge 
and hosts a historical train route tour on the weekends.
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blackmer Park



existing conditions
Blackmer Park contains one well-used softball field with a small concessions 
building and gravel parking lot. In the fall, soccer fields are set up overlapping 
the outfield. The soccer and softball associations work well together managing 
the seasons and usage of the fields. A small playground exists south of the 
athletic fields surrounded by large oaks and maples. Several footpaths lead down 
the slope through the woods to the river’s edge. 

strengths/
oPPortunities: 
 » Park is well-used and loved 

by neighbors – there is 
an opportunity to spruce 
it up and make minor 
improvements to improve 
functionality

 » Softball field is in fair 
condition, but could use 
minor improvements, 
including addition of ag-
lime on the infield and new 
dugouts with rooves

 » Wooded area is a nice asset 
to the park – invasive tree 
thinning could benefit the 
existing native trees, new 
trees could be planted near 
playground

 » Playground is in a pleasant 
setting with natural shade 
trees – opportunity to 
replant trees that have died 
in past years

issues: 
 » Parking is unorganized and 

unregulated – gravel parking 
lot needs improvements

 » undeveloped, open space 
north of the gravel parking 
lot is an eye sore

 » Access to the river is limited 
and informal/unsafe

 » Some erosion exists along 
footpaths that lead down to 
the river

 » Lack of permanent restroom 
and drinking water

needs assessment/input Summary
At the stakeholder and community meetings, a desire was expressed for every 
park in the corridor to have basic amenities, including a bench, a picnic table, 
and a grill, which do exist in Blackmer Park. Maintaining and updating these basic 
amenities is desired. Wayfinding and directional signage to each park, within 
each park, and to nearby trails are also desired as a way to promote the parks. 

Some basic infrastructure and facility improvements are needed in Blackmer 
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BLACKMER PARK
EXISTING CONDITIONS

ABOUT THE PARK

BLACKMER PARK

EXISTING RECREATION FACILITIES

Play areas and Courts Fields PiCniCking trails other

 Play equiPment  Football  Pavilion  unPaved

 basketball  soccer  shelter  Paved

 tennis  soFtball  tables 
 horseshoe  baseball  Grills winter sPorts

 bocce ball  hockey rink

 volleyball  recreation center  Pleasure skatinG

 other buildinG  sleddinG hill

tyPe: concessions  cross-country 
skiinG

USER CONVENIENCES  / SUPPORT FACILITIES

 benches  Fire rinG restrooms Parking

 bike rack  GarbaGe can ( )  indoor restrooms  on-street

 bleachers (2)  liGhtinG  Portable restrooms  oFF-street

 drinkinG Fountain  FlaG  # hdcP sPaces

 dumPster  Plaques  not Present

\

name blaCkmer Park

address 84th and beverly

neiGhborhood morgan Park

classiFication neighborhood Park

acreaGe 9.75

•	Heavily used park for softball and soccer
•	Proposed Western Waterfront Trail extension along the park’s 

eastern edge- path down to it is steep and eroding
•	Beautiful views of the St. Louis River
•	Nice wooded playground and picnic area with benches, grills, tables
•	Softball field is adequate, could use minor infield improvements and 

covered, matching dugouts
•	Concessions building has water and electricity
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Existing Fence

Legend
Existing Unpaved Park Trail

Softball Field
 ‐Heavily used
 ‐Roofless dugouts
 ‐ Fair condition

Concessions Building
Gravel Parking Lot

Picnic area

Playground

Future Western Waterfront Trail

Soccer field

Footpaths 
down to 
river

Undeveloped 
Area

 ‐ Looks uncared for

Softball Field
 ‐Underutilized
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BLACKMER PARK SITE ANALYSIS

The existing playground has new equipment

The softball field at Blackmer is heavily used

Soft surface trails connect visitors to the river

The existing rail corridor on the banks of the St. 
Louis River

Park. There is a desire to maintain restroom facilities at the park, either with a 
structure to house a temporary porta-potty or with the addition of a permanent 
restroom building. The current parking lot is gravel and unmarked – there is 
a desire to pave the lot and add barriers between the park and parking lot to 
prevent cars from parking on the grass. Athletic field improvements are desired, 
such as grading the fields, updating surfaces, and providing dugouts on the 
softball field.

Area residents access the river today using informal footpaths through the 
woods. Some of these paths are in need of erosion control improvements, 
accessible steps to traverse steep areas, and formalized river viewing locations. 
There is a desire from park neighbors to provide a safe crossing of the rail line to 
a new dock on the river for fishing, wildlife viewing, and kayak/canoe launching. 
Neighbors also welcome a future trail connection to Smithville Park. Park users 
like the large oaks, maples, and basswood that surround the playground/picnic 
area and – they would like more of these trees planted to provide future growth 
when older trees die. Management of the entire forested area is desired.
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BLACKMER PARK
OPPORTUNITIES

Beverly Street

84th Ave W

BLACKMER PARK
SITE OBSERVATIONS

OPPORTUNITIES

NOTES & COMMENTS

•	Concrete slab w/ screen for port-a-potty is an option for restrooms
•	Add covered dugouts
•	Explore the addition of an accessible trail connection to Western 

Waterfront Trail
•	Remove SW softball backstop (unused)
•	Re-stripe soccer fields to fit 2 north/south oriented fields (U-8 and 

U-10), working with Arrowhead YSA
•	Potential to expand parking (people often park in right field)
•	Potential for native plantings in wet areas of woodland near 

playground to facilitate infiltration and reduce need for mowing
•	Thinning of trees behind softball field would provide views of estuary
•	Transform “dump area” north of softball field into a functional space
•	Continue aggressive buckthorn management
•	Protect/celebrate the high diversity & quality of mature tree species
•	Correct erosion problem occurring on walking trail to river. Redesign 

a more stable trail to eliminate future erosion issues.
•	Identify suitable locations for naturalized river access locations that 

allow fishing opportunities. Consider adding habitat features such as 
downed logs and boulders.

•	Design and build a solution to the runoff issue causing erosion in the 
softball parking lot and along the trail/sanitary sewer line

•	Identify select trees to be cleared from the bluff to enhance St. 
Louis River vista

•	Identify unused areas for native landscaping
•	Incorporate pollinator-friendly landscaping and education
•	Evaluate options for creating raingardens or other stormwater 

management features along 8th Avenue
•	Remove the Amur maple near the softball field parking lot. Replace 

with a native/non invasive tree or shrub species.

•	Key stakeholders:
 » Morgan Park Community Club
 » Active Softball Group 
 » Arrowhead Youth Soccer

 » River Corridor Coalition
•	Active community club - already raising funds for rec building 

repairs in Morgan Park

•	Panoramic views of Estuary
•	Small playground in the woods/shade
•	Trails through wooded area
•	Path to the future Western Waterfront Trail is eroding
•	Nice woodland, although wet near the playground
•	Recent ADA improvements to playground

Existing Fence

Softball Field
•  Add dugouts with 

roofs
•  Make minor 

field surface 
improvements

Concessions Building

Expand and organize 
parking

Improve temporary 
restroom facilities with 

slab and screen

Playground

Future Western Waterfront Trail 

Implement 
erosion control 
methods on 
footpaths 

Program 
opportunity in 

undeveloped area

Create open view to 
estuary

Trail 
connection to 

Smithville Park

Remove 
southern 
softball field
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Figure 2.7  bLackmer park 
mini-master pLan
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Allow parking on both sides 
of street during events

Existing picnic area

Existing playground

Potential extension of 
Western Waterfront Trail

Existing tracks utilized by the 
Lake Superior & Mississippi 
Railroad Company train toursConnect to 

Smithville 
Park

Existing 
Soccer 
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Blackmer Park

Existing Park Boundary

Add wayfinding/signage1

Upgrade to covered dugouts2

Infield Improvements
•	Ag-lime 
•	Bases
•	Pitching mound

3

Enclose existing portable restroom4

Add bollards to prevent 
parking in outfield

6

Remove existing backstop7

Plant shade trees (oaks, maples) 
to replace lost trees

8

Build 
wood 
steps 
and 
control 
erosion

Build 
wood 
steps 
and 
control 
erosion

13

13

Maintain views 
with selective 
tree pruning 
and thinning
•	Remove 

buckthorn, ash, 
and other non-
desired species

11

Remove 
invasive 
species

12

60’ 

200’ 

Pave and formalize parking, adding 
curb and gutter (27 spaces)

5

Create universally 
accessible trail to river

9

Add stormwater 
treatment

10

Create 
river 
access; 
railroad 
crossing, 
dock and 
kayak/
canoe 
launch

14

Key Features:

•	 Make improvements to softball field, including 
covered dugouts and ag-lime surface maintenance.

•	 Pave, add curb and gutter, and stripe parking lot, 
creating 27 spaces (+/-).

•	 Create universally accessible trail to the river and the 
potential Western Waterfront Trail extension.

•	 Add steps and address erosion issues along steep 
trails connecting to the river.

•	 Implement vegetation management and add new 
shade trees throughout the park.
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concept plan & recommendations
The concept plan for Blackmer Park addresses athletic field improvements, river access, and natural resources in the park. 
Priorities include maintaining and enhancing the good functionality of the park today and formalizing some of the informal 
features in the park.

phasing & cost estimates
PhAse 1: short-term

Action cost
# cAtegory descriPtion

1 circulation install new park wayfinding sign  $1,000 

2 recreation build new covered dugout  $30,000 

3 recreation improve infield  $5,000 

4 buildings build new port-a-potty enclosure  $2,000 

6 infrastructure install new bollards  $2,500 

7 demolition remove existing backstop  $500 

8 vegetation plant new shade trees  $2,000 

11 vegetation prune and thin existing trees to create view  $5,000 

12 vegetation remove invasive species $18,000

13 circulation build new wood steps and control erosion  $1,200 

total short-term improvement costs $67,200

Figure 2.8  bLackmer park 
short-term phasing
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Action cost
# cAtegory descriPtion

5 circulation build new paved parking Lot  $94,500 

9 circulation build new 6' gravel trail  $5,000 

10 stormwater install new raingarden  $67,500 

14 recreation build new Fishing dock  $50,000 

total Long-term improvement costs $217,000

total short-term improvement costs $67,200

total improvement costs $284,200

PhAse 2: long-term

Figure 2.9  bLackmer park 
Long-term phasing
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