
H a r r i S o n  c o m m u n i t y  r e c r e at i o n  a r e a
Summary and overview
Harrison Community Recreation Area is a two acre park in the Lincoln 
Park Neighborhood. It is located on W 3rd Street, adjacent to single-
family homes and small businesses. The park is busy and active with a 
playground, community center building, basketball court, tennis courts, 
softball field, and Miracle Field. A farmers market takes place once 
a week in the park during the summer months. The park building is 
heavily programmed. The “front” area of the park along 3rd Street is well-
used, while the “back” area of the park (tennis courts and softball field) is 
underutilized.
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HARRISON COMMuNITY RECREATION AREA LOCATION MAP

harrison community recreation Area



existing conditions
The northwestern half of Harrison Recreation Area is generally in good condition: 
the playground, park building, basketball court, and Miracle Field are all well 
used and maintained. The southeastern half of the park is underutilized and has 
not been updated in years: the softball field, tennis courts, and former basketball 
court pavement are in fair condition, but could use major improvements if 
further use is to continue.

The park has lots of fencing, which makes it feel isolated and enclosed. The 
fencing along with dead-end streets and alleys on the south and east sides of the 
park make it a barrier to connectivity in the neighborhood.

strengths/oPPortunities: 
 » New basketball court is in 

good condition

 » The Miracle Field is in 
good condition and has 
the opportunity for more 
scheduled programming

 » Recreation building is well 
used, opportunity to improve 
outdoor space for picnics/
gatherings

 » Large, flat grassy area where 
softball field is located is rarity 
in west Duluth, opportunity 
to better utilize this space for 
open play

 » Lighting exists on tennis 
courts and softball field

 » Farmers market is opportunity 
to expand food program with 
community garden plots, 
demonstration gardens, or 
greenhouse

 » Stone walls, ornamental 
fencing, and park building 
provide welcoming feel to the 
park

issues: 
 » Softball field is underutilized 

and in poor condition

 » Fencing creates barriers to 
circulation

 » Tennis courts are in poor 
condition and underutilized

 » Recreation building has water 
issues in the basement

 » Playground surface is unsafe

 » Lack of parking during events 
and large gatherings

 » Lack of clear circulation/
connectivity through the park

 » Some invasive species 
(Japanese knotweed) and 
weedy areas exist along 
fencing

needs assessment/input Summary
At the stakeholder and community meetings, a desire was expressed for every 

HARRISON COMMuNITY RECREATION AREA SITE INvENTORY40 St. Louis River Corridor NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS MINI MASTER PLANS FACILITY INVENTORY AND EVALUATION 41DRAFT 11.18.15 DRAFT 11.18.15

0 10050 Feet

Legend
Park boundary
Tax Forfeit Parcel

N

HARRISON COMMUNITY RECREATION AREA HARRISON COMMUNITY RECREATION AREA

G
ra

nd
 F

or
ks

 A
ve

Truck Center Dr

Devonshire St
W 3r

d Stre
et

ABOUT THE PARK

EXISTING RECREATION FACILITIES

Play areas and Courts Fields PiCniCking trails other

 Play equiPment  Football  Pavilion  unPaved miracle Field

 basketball  soccer  shelter  Paved

 tennis (2)  soFtball  tables 
 horseshoes (2)  baseball  Grills winter sPorts

 bocce ball  hockey rink

 volleyball  recreation center  Pleasure skatinG

 other buildinG  sleddinG hill

tyPe:  cross-country 
skiinG

USER CONVENIENCES  / SUPPORT FACILITIES

 benches  Fire rinG restrooms Parking

 bike rack  GarbaGe can  indoor restrooms  on-street

 bleacher  liGhtinG  Portable restrooms  oFF-street

 drinkinG Fountain  FlaG  # hdcP sPaces

 dumPster  Plaques  not Present

\

name harrison reCreation area

address 3000 w 3rd street

neiGhborhood linColn Park

classiFication neighborhood Park

acreaGe 2.35 

•	Popular, small, traditional neighborhood park
•	Building is heavily programmed (Active Community Club, Weekly 

Senior and Youth (N.E.A.C)
•	Relatively new Miracle Field
•	Playground OK
•	Basketball is popular
•	Tennis underutilized- last resurfaced 8-10 years ago; removal 

determined by Wheeler plans
•	Back field (the Sand lot) is under utilized
•	Street circulation on the east side of the park is a barrier
•	Farmers market with +/-10 vendors in front of building

EXISTING CONDITIONS

 ‐High Tra
ffi

c Road

Existing Fence

Miracle Field
 ‐New
 ‐Underutilized

Portable 
Restroom

Playground

Picnic 
Area

Basketball court
 ‐ looks brand new
 ‐ good condition
 ‐ black fence
 ‐ gates lockable

Horseshoes

Paved 
Surface

 ‐ looks 
like old 
basketball 
court

Softball Field
 ‐ Poor condition

Tennis courts (2)
 ‐Underutilized
 ‐ Pavement is in poor 
condition
 ‐ Fence is overgrown 
with vines
 ‐One entrance on the 
alley

Crosswalk 
& Flashing 
Pedestrian 

Signal
Bike Rack

Rec 
Center

Parking
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HARRISON COMMuNITY RECREATION ARE PARK SITE ANALYSIS

The basketball court is in new condition

The community center is highly utilized

The miracle field is highly utilized

The open space north of the community center 
is utlized for a farmer’s market

park in the corridor to have basic amenities, including a bench, a picnic table, 
and a grill. Harrison does have the need for additional benches, picnic tables, 
and grills, especially in coordination with an outdoor patio and gathering space 
adjacent to the recreation building. Wayfinding and directional signage to each 
park, within each park, and to nearby trails are also desired as a way to promote 
the parks. Trail connections and better connectivity to schools around Harrison 
are desired. Although an enhanced crossing exists across 3rd Street, some 
residents still find it dangerous to cross the street there.

Public input focused on the need to better utilize the spaces in the park, 
especially the tennis courts and softball field. There is a desire for an improved 
playground, more open play space for free, active recreation, as well as more park 
amenities. Lighting is desired throughout the park. 

Community gathering space and garden plots are desired to increase access 
to fresh food in the neighborhood. Paved areas should be removed and more 
greenery added throughout the park.
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OPPORTUNITIES

NOTES & COMMENTS

•	Tennis courts in rough shape - only entrance is off the alley, tennis 
has lights

•	Paved area next to tennis courts has old basketball paint on it - why 
keep it?

•	Horseshoe pits are overgrown
•	Softball field has lights - infield grown over with grass/weeds
•	Some nice details -- iron fencing and stone wall on 3rd St. side of 

park
•	Playground has rubber mulch
•	Building has nice character from outside
•	Basketball court in good shape - all fenced in - no lights
•	2 picnic tables in grassy area between building and 3rd St.
•	Lack of parking

•	Improvements to and around building to address drainage issues in 
basement

•	Expanded parking
•	Remove underutilized south backstop
•	Potential for a greenhouse here
•	Improve crossing at W 3rd street 
•	Desire for a plaza/seating area to support Rec. Center functions
•	Consider locations for small pollinator-friendly landscaping and 

education
•	Investigate locations for small raingardens/rain barrels and other 

opportunities for water quality improvement and educational 
practices

•	Through the use of naturalized landscaping provide framing of high 
use areas. Consider use of signage to help delineate areas set-aside 
for habitat and aesthetic enhancement.

•	This park is a barrier for access to Cross City Trail and safe routes to 
school 

•	Master Plan was done, but staff couldn’t find it
•	Lisa can send schematic
•	Cooking classes in the building
•	The Go Group - youth and adults with disabilities
•	Miracle league gave $10k toward $200k for field
•	MIC - life expectancy issues in the neighborhood
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• To W
allbank’s Park /  Lincoln Park Middle School

Schedule 
more events 

at Miracle 
Field

Fix drainage 
issues around 

buildings Horseshoes
•  Remove based on 

additional at Wheeler?

Paved Surface
•  Convert to patio 

or plaza space for 
building, expand to 
create easy access 
from building

Softball Field
•  Replace with 

open field

Remove fencing 
around southern 
edge of park

Tennis courts (2)
•  Remove or repair 

depending on 
actions at Wheeler

•  Add second 
entrance on west 
side of courts

•  H
igh Traffic R
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Figure 2.28  harrison community recreation 
area mini-master pLan concept
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concept plan & recommendations
The concept plan for Harrison includes the removal of the tennis courts and softball field for the addition of community 
gardens, a picnic area, a new trail connection, and space for a potential greenhouse to be managed by a partnership 
organization. The removal of fencing and addition of shade trees should improve the overall appearance and feel of the 
entire park. Additional minor improvements are noted throughout the park.

phasing & cost estimates
PhAse 1: short-term

Action cost
# cAtegory descriPtion

5 demolition remove/relocate existing horseshoes with wheeler costs

8 vegetation community garden plots  $15,000 

9 circulation new walkways $3,375

11 vegetation add demonstration garden  $15,000

13 circulation install new park wayfinding sign  $2,000 

15 vegetation plant new shade trees  $9,600 

16 demolition remove existing miscellaneous Fence components  $2,500 

17 circulation stripe on-street bike path  $1,800 

18 demolition remove existing tennis courts, Fence, and pavement $20,000

19 Furnishings new picnic tables (5)  $10,000 

total short-term improvement costs $79,275

Figure 2.29  harrison community recreation 
area short-term phasing
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PhAse 2:  long-term

Action cost
# cAtegory descriPtion

1 circulation enhance pedestrian crossing amenity  $10,000 

3 recreation replace play surface with poured-in-place rubber surface  $63,000 

4 circulation new sidewalk - 4' concrete  $38,500 

5 recreation create natural play area  $50,000 

6 vegetation plant new ornamental/Fruit tree  $2,800 

7 building space for new greenhouse  tbd

9 circulation new walkways - 10' concrete connection from patio  $5,000

10 Lighting new pedestrian Lights  $16,000 

12 vegetation new pollinator gardens  $5,850 

14 circulation new paved trail connection - 6' concrete  $26,400 

20 circulation new patio  $49,500 

21 vegetation open Lawn  $5,000 

vegetation total Long-term improvement costs $272,050

total short-term improvement costs $79,275

total improvement costs $351,325

Figure 2.30  harrison community recreation area Long-term phasing
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