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First Lutheran ELCA Church (Resource #4: SL-DUL-3202) 
1100 East Superior Street 
 
This Modernist church building was built in 1950-1951, with a later addition on the lake side, for 
the First Lutheran Church by builders Klippen and Holm and designed by architect A. Reinhold 
Melander.  The original portion has an irregular plan with a boxy main massing with a flat roof 
and a bell tower set back from the primary façade, which faces Superior Street.  The building 
rests on a poured concrete foundation and has variegated brick walls.  Windows on the main 
massing extend nearly full height and are stained-glass set within stone surrounds.  On the wing, 
the windows are arranged in a band of two-over-two double-hung sash with stone surround on 
each story.  The primary façade has an inset center bay that contains the main entrance and is 
clad in sandstone panels.  A pair of the tall narrow stained-glass windows flanks a carved image 
of Jesus.  A brick addition encompasses the lower level on the lake side of the building.   
 
The First Lutheran Church was formed in 1870 by a group of Norwegian immigrants.  In 1945, 
the congregation merged with Bethesda Lutheran Church, which had formed 1892.  The new 
larger congregation began planning for a new church building and retained architect Melander, 
who designed a modernist building in the International Style.   
 
An upsurge of interest in religion during the post World War II period in the United States was 
accompanied by a sharp increase in the number of members in existing churches and the 
establishment of new congregations in suburban areas.  Due to larger congregations and new 
approaches to worship, congregations found themselves housed in buildings that did not match 
well with liturgical practices or theological beliefs.  A new approach to architecture was 
considered necessary.  Both existing and new congregations erected thousands of church 
buildings during the 1950s, and though there were denominational differences, many of the 
broad changes were widely adopted.1   
 
Modernist church design during the 1950s attempted to respond to modern liturgical 
interpretations and practices, as well as move away from traditional church architecture and its 
references to styles considered then to be anachronistic, such as Gothic and Romanesque.  Many 
designers attempted to strike a point between modern and traditional design and to introduce a 
simplicity and structural honesty without starkness.  The liturgical arts—stained glass window 
design, sculpture, and furnishings – were updated as abstracted designs and symbolism replaced 
figural representations.  The cruciform plan of the church fell out of favor since many worshipers 
were quite a distance from the altar; architects experimented with square, circular, elliptical, 
trapezoidal, and parabolic plans.2   
 
The new plans and contemporary styling common in 1950s churches were accepted by 
congregations in the Twin Cities and other areas of Minnesota.  Saarinen & Saarinen’s Christ 
Lutheran Church (1949) in south Minneapolis, was an important early statement in modernist 
church design.  Barry Byrne’s St. Columba Church (1949-51) in St. Paul used an ovoid plan and 
an Expressionistic style.  Thorshov & Cerny’s St. Olaf’s Catholic Church (1953-54) and First 

                                                            
1 Shear, John Know, ed. Religious Buildings for Today.  (New York: F. W. Dodge Corporation, 1957), 5, 33. 
2 Christ-Janer, Albert.  Modern Church Architecture. (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1962), 60-61. 
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First Baptist Church, currently United Baptist Christian Church (Resource #26: SL-DUL-
1106) Group II 
830 East 1st Street 
 
This Gothic Revival style church building was built in 1908 for the First Baptist Church and was 
designed by architects Bray and Nystrom.  A 1920 classroom addition was designed by 
architects Morgenstern and Stanius.  The original portion is a high one-story, gable-roofed 
building with a prominent bell tower, and the east side addition is one story with a flat roof.  The 
building rests on a poured concrete foundation and has red brick walls.  The primary façade faces 
East 1st Street and is dominated by a square bell tower with a crenellated parapet.  Each of the 
faces of the bell tower has an arched opening with louvered vents.  The main entry is recessed 
within a Gothic arch, and a large Gothic-arched stained glass window is located above the entry.  
On the lateral elevations, buttresses divide window bays, each of which has a segmental-arched 
stained-glass window.  In addition, a secondary entry recessed within a Gothic arch is located on 
the 9th Street elevation.  The United Baptist Church was created in 1929 when the First Baptist 
Church and the First Christian Church merged.  The First Baptist Church was formed in 1870 
and built this building in 1908.   
 
The church was listed in the 1984 survey and included in the Group II category, defined as a 
generally important site or structure that contributes significantly to the visual and cultural 
heritage of Duluth and qualifies for listing in the NRHP.  Although the church generally retains 
historic integrity, it is a relatively late and modest example of the Gothic Revival style and is not 
a distinctive example of a type, period, or method of construction.  The building was designed by 
Bray and Nystrom, a firm that could be classified as master architects.  The firm was known for 
its residential work, designing at least 25 residences, as well as downtown commercial buildings 
and schools throughout the Iron Range, including Hibbing High School.  This building, however, 
does not appear to represent a significant phase or aspect of the career of either architect.  
Furthermore, although the First Baptist Church was an early congregation in Duluth, this 
building was constructed 38 years after the establishment of the congregation.  Finally, the 
building is not known to be associated with significant events or patterns in Duluth history.  For 
these reasons, the property is recommended as not eligible for listing in the NRHP under 
Criterion A, B, or C.   
 
At the local level, the church building appears to meet Duluth historic landmark designation 
criteria A and G.  As a visual icon, the building has character, interest and value as part of the 
heritage of Duluth, and its visual characteristics represent a familiar feature of the neighborhood 
just east of downtown.  For these reasons the building is recommended as eligible for local 
designation by the City.   
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First Church of Christ, Scientist, currently Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum 
(Resource #27: SL-DUL- 1107) Group II 
902 E. 1st Street 
 
This Neo-Classical Revival style building was constructed in 1912 for the First Church of Christ, 
Scientist congregation of Duluth by builder Frank A. Carlson and designed by architect 
Frederick G. German.  The high one-story building has a raised basement resting on a concrete 
foundation, cream brick walls, and a domed roof.  The plan of the building is a cross, with the 
domed roof at the center and four flat-roofed wings radiating out.  The East 1st Street elevation is 
the primary façade, and it is symmetrically arranged with a prominent central entrance and stone 
architectural details.  The main entrance consists of two sets of double doors topped with 12-light 
transoms and approached by a flight of concrete stairs.  A wood spandrel panel with geometric 
patterns separates the transoms from a band of four leaded-glass windows.  The entrance bay is 
flanked by window bays, each of which has a lower double-hung window with stone lintel and 
brick flat-arch with stone keystone and an upper leaded-glass window.  A concrete-block band 
separates the basement from the main floor.  Stone pilasters extend to a slightly projecting stone 
cornice and are located at the corners and between bays.  Above the cornice, a tall stone parapet 
wall is marked with metal lettering that reads, “Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum.” The 
building was listed in the 1984 survey and included in the Group II category, defined as a 
generally important site or structure that contributes significantly to the visual and cultural 
heritage of Duluth and qualifies for listing in the NRHP.    
 
The elevations facing 9th and 10th Avenues are nearly identical, and the stone cornice and 
concrete band carry over from the primary façade.  The elevations are marked by the wings 
extending from the main massing, and the primary feature of each is a large, multiple-light 
round-arched window.  Double-hung windows with flat arches and keystones flank this window 
and each is topped with a concrete band and geometric-patterned brickwork.  Basement level 
windows are segmental arched with four-light fixed sashes.  There are multiple secondary 
entrances at the basement level, each with a segmental arched opening.  The parapet wall is brick 
and is topped with stone coping.  The rear elevation is symmetrically arranged with brick 
pilasters separating window bays.  The lower level has four segmental-arched windows, while 
the upper level has a center bay with a band of four flat-arched windows flanked by flat-arched 
windows.   
 
The First Church of Christ, Scientist was founded in 1879 in Boston by Mary Baker Eddy.  The 
church grew, and in 1881 Eddy founded the Massachusetts Metaphysical College, which trained 
800 practitioners until she closed it in 1889.  Eddy opened the first Christian Science reading 
room in Boston in 1888.  As the popularity of Christian Science grew during the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries, branch churches were established throughout the United States.  In 
Minnesota, churches were established in Minneapolis, St. Paul, Duluth, and smaller cities. It is 
not clear when the Duluth congregation was established.  The building on 1st Street was 
constructed in 1912, replacing a smaller earlier building, indicating the congregation was well 
established and growing during the 1910s.  Frederick G. German, who was known for designing 
public buildings, churches, and offices, was commissioned for the design of the building. 
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