
Purchasing Division 
120 City Hall, 411 W. 1st Street 

Duluth, MN  55802-1189 
TEL. 218-730-5340 

purchasing@duluthmn.gov 

INVITATION TO BID 
Snow Groomer 

BID NUMBER: 18-13AA BID OPENING: Thursday, August 16, 2018 AT 2:00 PM 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The city of Duluth seeks to purchase/lease a new snow groomer per the 
attached specifications.  Unit must be delivered to and accepted by the city no later than 11/1/18.  
Bidders must provide a signed proposal in a sealed envelope detailing the proposed unit, warranty 
information, service information and including a quote with the total outright purchase price, including 
itemized pricing for all options, and optional lease information based on a 7-year lease with the first 
payment in 2019.  Provide the proposed annual lease payment amount, lease rate, total payment over 
the life of the lease, buyout terms and a copy of the proposed lease agreement. 

QUESTIONS: Please submit any questions regarding this project via e-mail to purchasing@duluthmn.gov. 
Responses will be issued as an addendum to this solicitation. 

INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS 
All bids must be complete, signed, and transmitted in a sealed envelope plainly marked with the bid 
number, subject matter, and opening date. 

Bids may be mailed to the Purchasing Office, City Hall, 411 West 1st Street, Room 120, Duluth, MN 55802 
or dropped off in person at the same address. 

Bids must be received in Purchasing before 2:00 PM local time on the bid opening date specified on the 
Invitation for Bids. The City Purchasing Agent or her designee will conduct a public bid opening in Room 100 
immediately following receipt of the bids. Once all bids have been reviewed, bid results will be posted online 
at http://www.duluthmn.gov/purchasing/bids-request-for-proposals/. 

No alternatives to the specification will be considered unless specifically requested. Erasures or other 
changes to the bid must be initialed and dated, however no special conditions shall be made or included in 
the bid form by the bidder. 

The City of Duluth reserves the right to split the award where there is a substantial savings to the City, to 
waive informalities and to reject any and all bids. Price may not be the only consideration for bid award. 
Bids must be firm for a minimum of 60 days. 

The following documents must be submitted with your bid: 

1. Affidavit of Non-Collusion – The successful bidder shall be required to execute the attached affidavit 
stating that he/she has not entered into a collusive agreement with any other person, firm, or corporation in 
regard to any bid submitted.

The City of Duluth is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Contractor shall comply with all applicable Equal 
Employment Opportunity laws and regulations. 

CITY OF DULUTH 

Amanda Ashbach 
Purchasing Agent 
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GENERAL BID SPECIFICATIONS 

 
Purchasing Division 

120 City Hall, 411 W. 1st Street 
Duluth, MN  55802-1189 

TEL. 218-730-5340 
purchasing@duluthmn.gov  

 

1. General.  This document covers bids requested by the City of Duluth 
(“City”), including those requested on behalf of its Agents and 
Authorities.  Each authority may issue their own purchase order or 
contract and will be responsible for it.  The City of Duluth Authorities 
are as follows: 
a. Duluth Airport Authority 
b. Spirit Mountain Recreational Area Authority 
c. Duluth Entertainment and Convention Center 
d. Duluth Transit Authority 
e. Duluth Economic Development Authority 
f. Duluth Housing and Redevelopment Authority 

2. Investigation by Bidders. Bidders are responsible for thoroughly 
reading and understanding the information, instructions, and 
specifications contained in this Invitation for Bids, and for investigating 
the site conditions at the Project location(s), if applicable. At the time 
of the opening of bids, each bidder will be presumed to have read and 
to be thoroughly familiar with the plans, specifications and contract 
documents (including all addenda).  The failure or omission of any 
bidder to examine any form, instrument, or document shall in no way 
relieve the bidder from any obligation in respect to their bid. 

3. Bidder Questions.  Responses to general questions regarding the 
Invitation for Bids may be made at the discretion of the City.  Every 
request for such interpretation should be in writing and delivered via 
e-mail or postal mail to the Purchasing Division before the deadline 
indicated on the Invitation for Bids, or if no deadline is specified, at 
least five (5) days prior to the scheduled bid opening.  Responses will 
be issued in writing in the form of an Addenda or e-mail to prospective 
bidders. 

4. Changes, Corrections & Withdrawal of Bids. Erasures or other 
changes to the bid must be initialed and dated, however no special 
conditions shall be made or included on the bid form by the bidder. 
Bidders may make requests to withdraw/replace their bids by notifying 
the Purchasing Division in writing prior to the bid opening. 

5. Unit Pricing. If the total bid price is based on unit pricing, the City will 
verify the extended bid price for each item (obtained by multiplying 
the unit bid price by the bid item quantity). If any item is incorrectly 
calculated, the City will use the unit bid price to recalculate the 
extended item price and the total bid price. 

6. Sales Tax. The City has a sales tax exemption certificate, which will 
be provided upon request. 

7. Bid Submission.  All bids must be complete, signed, and transmitted 
in a sealed envelope plainly marked with the bid number, subject 
matter, and opening date. 
Bids may be mailed to the Purchasing Office, City Hall, 411 West 1st 
Street, Room 120, Duluth, MN 55802 or dropped off in person at the 
same address.  Bids must be received by Purchasing before 2:00 PM 
local time on the date specified.  Bids will not be accepted via e-mail 
unless specifically stated in the Invitation for Bids. 

8. Non-Collusion Clause.  By submitting a bid, the bidder, their agent 
and/or employee(s) hereby affirm that the attached bid or bids have 
been arrived at by the bidder independently and have been submitted 
without collusion with, and without agreement, understanding or 
planned common course of action with any other vendor of materials, 
supplies, equipment or services described in the Invitation for Bids, 
designed to limit independent bidding or competition 

9. Award.  Award, if made, will be to the responsible bidder submitting 
the lowest bid which complies with the conditions of the Invitation for 
Bids and specifications.  A bid summary will be posted on the City 
website immediately following the bid opening. Awards for 
construction services and parts /supplies over $100,000 must be 
approved by City Council. 

10. Bidder Qualifications. Per Sec 41.23(e) of Duluth City Code, price 
may not be the only consideration for award.  The City will make such 
investigations as deemed necessary to determine the ability, capacity 

and skill of the bidder to perform the work and perform it in the time 
specified without delay or interference, the reputation and experience 
of the bidder, the quality of the bidder’s performance of previous 
contracts or services, and the sufficiency of the financial resources, 
equipment available and ability of the bidder to perform the contract. 
Bidders shall furnish to the City all such information and data for this 
purpose, when requested. 
Minnesota law requires that, in order to transact business in the State, 
including submitting a response to this request for bids/proposals, a 
corporate entity of any kind must either be organized under Minnesota 
law or have a Certificate of Authority from the Minnesota Secretary of 
State to do business in Minnesota (M.S. 303.03)  By submitting this 
bid/proposal as a corporation, you are certifying that the responding 
corporation complies with this requirement. 

11. Bid Opening. The City Purchasing Agent or her designee will conduct 
a public bid opening in Room 120 immediately following receipt of the 
bids. Results will be posted online at 
http://www.duluthmn.gov/purchasing/bids-request-for-proposals/ 
once all bids have been reviewed. 

12. Rejection of Bids.  The City of Duluth reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids and to waive any informalities or irregularities in bids 
received whenever such rejection or waiver is in its best interests. 
The City reserves the right to reject any bid if the evidence obtained 
by the City through such investigation fails to satisfy the City that the 
bidder is properly qualified to carry out the obligations of the contract 
and to complete the work as required by the plans and specifications. 

13. Liquidated Damages for Failure to Enter into Contract.  The 
successful bidder, upon their failure or refusal to accept a purchase 
order or execute and deliver the contract, proof of insurance and 
bonds required within 10 days after receipt of a notice of the 
acceptance of their bid, shall forfeit to the City, as liquidated damages 
for such failure or refusal, the security deposited with their bid (if 
required). 

14. Equal Employment Opportunity.  Contractor will be required to comply 
with all applicable Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) laws and 
regulations.  Affirmative action must be taken to insure that the 
employees and applicants for employment are not discriminated 
against because of their race, color, creed, sex or national origin.  The 
City of Duluth is an equal opportunity employer. 

15. Quantities.  The City reserves the right to increase or decrease the 
quantities of items within reason, unless otherwise noted. 

16. Prevailing Wages.  Per Sec 2-26 of Duluth City Code, payment of not 
less than the prevailing wage and salary rates specified in the contract 
documents and the conditions of employment with respect to certain 
categories and classifications of employees is required for all "Public 
Works" type projects estimated to exceed $2,000. This does not apply 
to off-site production and manufacturing of parts and supplies. 

17. Validity of Bids:  All bids must remain firm for 60 days from the date 
of bid opening, unless another period is noted in bid documents or if 
an extension is agreed upon, in writing prior to the end of the 60-day 
period. 

18. Insurance.  All vendors doing work on City property, except vendors 
making routine deliveries, shall submit an insurance certificate 
verifying insurance coverage as per current city requirements. 

19. Reports.  Contractors will be required to provide all data required by 
the city, state or federal funding source(s) for reporting purposes; 
including, but not limited to job creation and retention data, itemized 
invoices, payroll records, certifications and licenses. 



 

 

AFFIDAVIT AND INFORMATION REQUIRED OF BIDDERS 

 

Affidavit of Non-Collusion: 

 

I hereby swear (or affirm) under penalty of perjury: 

 

1) That I am the bidder (if the bidder is an individual), a partner in the bidder (if the bidder is a 

partnership), or an officer or employee of the bidding corporation having authority to sign on 

its behalf (if the bidder is a corporation); 

 

2) That the attached bid or bids have been arrived at by the bidder independently and have been 

submitted without collusion with and without agreement, understanding, or planned common 

course of action with any other vendor of materials, supplies, equipment or services 

described in the invitation to bid, designed to limit independent bidding or competition; 

 

3) That the contents of the bid or bids have not been communicated by the bidder or its 

employees or agents to any person not an employee or agent of the bidder or its surety on any 

bond furnished with the bid or bids and will not be communicated to any such person prior to 

the official opening of the bid or bids; 

 

4) That a family relationship between a City of Duluth employee and bidder/proposer are in 

non-collusion; and 

 

5) That I have fully informed myself regarding the accuracy of the statements made in this 

affidavit. 

 

Signed:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Firm Name:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Subscribed and sworn to me before this ______ day of _______________________, __________ 

 

 

 

 

NOTARY PUBLIC   _____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

My commission expires:  _________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Bidder’s Federal Identification Number   _____________________________________________ 

 



City of Duluth 
Snow Groomer Specifications 

Any deviations from the proposed specifications must be approved by the city prior to 
bid submission. 

Engine / Driveline: 
- 6 Cylinder in-line diesel
- Minimum 250 horsepower and 730 ft. lbs. of torque at 1,500 rpm
- Tier 4 emission standard.
- 110 volt engine coolant heater
- Drive pump size minimum 100 cc, Tiller pump size minimum 70 cc, Auxiliary pump

size minimum 35 cc
- Maximum ground speed 15 mph

Suspension / Frame: 
- 5-axle independent torsion suspension
- Tubular steel frame construction, steel must be high tensile, with exceptional low

temperature strength.
- Hydraulic automatic track tension

Weight / Capacities: 
- 12,500 lbs. including tracks, front blade mount, blade and tiller with tracksetters
- Minimum 3,000 lbs. rear deck payload capacity
- Minimum 12.5 inch ground clearance

Drivers Cabin / Electronics: 
- Cabin must be Rollover Protection Structure (ROPS) certified
- Adjustable heated mirrors
- Heated front, side and rear windows
- Dual sliding side door windows (open toward front and rear)
- Venting, glass sunroof
- Heated front windshield wipers
- Heated Driver’s seat with air-sprung suspension, adjustable lumbar support,

adjustable recline, length adjustable seat cushion, and multiple headrest positions.
- Steering wheel OR dual stick drive control
- Joystick with 4 simultaneous functions possible by double joint and torsion sensing

axle, all tiller and blade controls possible through joystick.
- 24 volt low voltage system with two 12 volt / 100 Ah batteries and 680 cranking

amp rating
- 4 halogen headlamps, 2 front LED handrail mounted work lights, roof-mounted

spotlight, 2 rear LED work lights, 2 amber warning lights.
- Backup alarm
- 10 inch, touch display with gauges
- AM/FM Stereo with Bluetooth, hands-free operation and USB

The following attachments must be included: 
- Front blade mount with dual lift cylinders
- 2.8 Meter front blade
- 2.5 Meter (98” cutting width/127” overall width) Tiller Dual independent, hydraulic

sliding tracksetters

Service/Parts: 
Bidder shall provide factory service, fabrication/manufacturing, and testing facilities within 200 
miles of the city. This same facility must stock a complete line of all accessories and parts for 
the proposed equipment.  The bidder must also be equipped to offer prompt service on the 
equipment at the city maintenance facility in Duluth, MN, if required. 
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