
Purchasing Division 
100 City Hall, 411 W. 1st Street 

Duluth, MN  55802-1189 
TEL. 218-730-5340 

purchasing@duluthmn.gov 

INVITATION TO BID 

2017 BITUMINOUS (HOT MIX) FOR STREET MAINTENANCE 

BID NUMBER: 17-0157 BID OPENING: THURSDAY, MARCH 16, 2017 AT 2:00 PM 

The City requests sealed bids for approximately 13,600 tons of Type SP 9.5 Wearing Course Mixture 
(3,B & 3,C) hot mix. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  All quantities are estimates only and are not guaranteed purchase 
quantities. 

Please provide plant location(s), as they will be considered in determining the lowest responsible 
bidder and/or split award. City reserves the right to split the award based on total cost to pick up from 
the eastern and western regions of the City. 

Plants must be operational one (1) week after road restrictions are lifted. 

Mix will be tested for compliance in accordance with MN Department of Transportation specifications. 
Any load not meeting specifications will be returned or credited at no cost to the city. 

QUESTIONS: Please submit any questions regarding this bid via e-mail to purchasing@duluthmn.gov.  
Responses will be provided to all interested bidders as an addendum to this solicitation. 
 

INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS 

All bids must be complete, signed, and transmitted in a sealed envelope plainly marked with the bid 
number, subject matter, and opening date. 

Bids may be mailed to the Purchasing Office, City Hall, 411 West 1st Street, Room 100, Duluth, MN 55802 
or dropped off in person at the same address. 

Bids must be received in Purchasing before 2:00 PM local time on the bid opening date specified on the 
Invitation for Bids. The City Purchasing Agent or her designee will conduct a public bid opening in Room 100 
immediately following receipt of the bids. Bid results will be posted online at 
http://www.duluthmn.gov/purchasing/bids-request-for-proposals/ once all bids have been reviewed. 

By submitting a bid, bidder is acknowledging that s/he has reviewed and accepted the City of Duluth 
General Bid Specifications, attached. 

The City of Duluth reserves the right to split the award where there is a substantial savings to the City, to 
waive informalities and to reject any and all bids. Do not include sales tax in the unit price. Price may not 
be the only consideration for bid award. Bids must be firm for a minimum of 30 days. 

The City of Duluth is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Contractor shall comply with all applicable Equal 
Employment Opportunity laws and regulations. 

 

CITY OF DULUTH 

Amanda Ashbach 
Purchasing Agent 

mailto:purchasing@duluthmn.gov


Revised 6.3.16 

BID FORM 
BID # 17-0157 

2017 BITUMINOUS (HOT MIX) FOR STREET MAINTENANCE 

 

ITEM 
EST QTY 
(TONS) 

PRICE PER 
TON EXT. PRICE 

TYPE SP 9.5 WEARING COURSE MIXTURE (3,B) 11,444   $ 

TYPE SP 9.5 WEARING COURSE MIXTURE (3,C) 2,156   $ 

TOTAL   $ 
 
 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________  
TOTAL PRICE IN WRITING 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF ADDENDA 
ADDENDUM # INITIAL/DATE 

ADDENDUM # INITIAL/DATE 

ADDENDUM # INITIAL/DATE 
 
 
 
 
Signature _______________________________________________________  Date  ___________________  
 
 
Name/Title  ______________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
Company Name ___________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
Address  _________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
City, State, Zip  ___________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
Tel. ____________________________________  E-Mail  _________________________________________  
 
If your organization is certified as a Disadvantaged Business Enterprise, please check here: 
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 Purchasing Division 
100 City Hall, 411 W. 1st Street 

Duluth, MN  55802-1189 
TEL. 218-730-5340 
FAX: 218-730-5921 

purchasing@duluthmn.gov 

 

GENERAL BID SPECIFICATIONS 

 
 

1. General.  This document covers bids requested by the City of Duluth 
(“City”), including those requested on behalf of its Agents and 
Authorities.  Each authority may issue their own purchase order or 
contract and will be responsible for it.  The City of Duluth Authorities are 
as follows: 

a. Duluth Airport Authority 
b. Spirit Mountain Recreational Area Authority 
c. Duluth Entertainment and Convention Center 
d. Duluth Transit Authority 
e. Duluth Economic Development Authority 
f. Duluth Housing and Redevelopment Authority 

2. Instruction to Bidders.  All bids must be complete, signed, and 
transmitted in a sealed envelope plainly marked with the bid number, 
subject matter, and opening date. 

Bids may be mailed to the Purchasing Office, City Hall, 411 West 1st 
Street, Room 100, Duluth, MN 55802 or dropped off in person at the 
same address.  Bids must be received by Purchasing before 2:00 PM 
local time on the date specified.  Bids will not be accepted via e-mail 
unless specifically stated in the Invitation for Bids. 

3. Preparation of Bids. Erasures or other changes to the bid must be 
initialed and dated, however no special conditions shall be made or 
included in the bid form by the bidder. 

At the time of the opening of bids, each bidder will be presumed to have 
read and to be thoroughly familiar with the plans, specifications and 
contract documents (including all addenda).  The failure or omission of 
any bidder to examine any form, instrument, or document shall in no way 
relieve the bidder from any obligation in respect to their bid. 

4. Bidder Questions.  Responses to general questions regarding the 
Invitation for Bids may be made at the discretion of the City.  Every 
request for such interpretation should be in writing and delivered via e-
mail or postal mail to the Purchasing Division before the deadline 
indicated on the Invitation for Bids, or if no deadline is specified, at least 
five (5) days prior to the scheduled bid opening.  Responses will be 
issued in writing in the form of an Addenda or e-mail to prospective 
bidders. 

5. Non-Collusion Clause.  By submitting a bid, the bidder, their agent and/or 
employee(s) hereby affirm that the attached bid or bids have been 
arrived at by the bidder independently and have been submitted without 
collusion with, and without agreement, understanding or planned 
common course of action with any other vendor of materials, supplies, 
equipment or services described in the Invitation for Bids, designed to 
limit independent bidding or competition 

6. Bidder Qualifications. Per Sec 41.23(e) of Duluth City Code, price may 
not be the only consideration for award.  The City will make such 
investigations as deemed necessary to determine the ability, capacity 
and skill of the bidder to perform the work and perform it in the time 
specified without delay or interference, the character, integrity, 
reputation, judgment, experience and efficiency of the bidder, the quality 
of the bidder’s performance of previous contracts or services, and the 
sufficiency of the financial resources, equipment available and ability of 
the bidder to perform the contract. 

Bidders shall furnish to the City all such information and data for this 
purpose, when requested. 

The City reserves the right to reject any bid if the evidence obtained by 
the City through such investigation fails to satisfy the City that the bidder 
is properly qualified to carry out the obligations of the contract and to 
complete the work as required by the plans and specifications. 

7. Award.  Award, if made, will be to the responsible bidder submitting the 
lowest bid which complies with the conditions of the Invitation for Bids 
and specifications.  A bid summary will be posted on the City website 
immediately following the bid opening. Awards for construction services 
and parts /supplies over $100,000 must be approved by City Council. 

8. Rejection of Bids.  The City of Duluth reserves the right to reject any and 
all bids and to waive any informalities in bids received whenever such 
rejection or waiver is in its interest. 

9. Liquidated Damages for Failure to Enter into Contract.  The successful 
bidder, upon their failure or refusal to accept a purchase order or execute 
and deliver the contract, proof of insurance and bonds required within 10 
days after receipt of a notice of the acceptance of their bid, shall forfeit to 
the City, as liquidated damages for such failure or refusal, the security 
deposited with their bid (if required). 

10. Equal Employment Opportunity.  Contractor will be required to comply 
with all applicable Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) laws and 
regulations.  Affirmative action must be taken to insure that the 
employees and applicants for employment are not discriminated against 
because of their race, color, creed, sex or national origin.  The City of 
Duluth is an equal opportunity employer. 

11. Quantities.  The City reserves the right to increase or decrease the 
quantities of items as required, unless otherwise noted. 

12. Prevailing Wages.  Per Sec 2-26 of Duluth City Code, payment of not 
less than the prevailing wage and salary rates specified in the contract 
documents and the conditions of employment with respect to certain 
categories and classifications of employees is required for all "Public 
Works" type projects estimated to exceed $2,000. This does not apply to 
off-site production and manufacturing of parts and supplies. 

The rates set forth under the General Conditions are the minimums to be 
paid during the life of the contract.  It is therefore the responsibility of 
bidders to inform themselves as to local labor conditions, such as the 
length of work day and work week, overtime compensation, health and 
welfare contributions, labor supply, and prospective changes or 
adjustments of rates. 

13. Validity of Bids:  All bids must remain firm for 60 days from the date of 
bid opening, unless another period is noted in bid documents or if an 
extension is agreed upon, in writing prior to the end of the 60-day period. 

14. Insurance.  All vendors doing work on City property, except vendors 
making routine deliveries, shall submit an insurance certificate verifying 
insurance coverage as per current city requirements. 
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