
Planning & Economic Development Division
218-730-5580 | planning@duluthmn.gov

Room 160 | 411 West First Street | Duluth, Minnesota 55802 
www.duluthmn.gov

To: 
Kariann Payton, GIS Specialist 
City of Duluth GIS 
Shawn Krizaj, Duluth Fire Chief 
John Otis, Duluth Deputy Fire Chief 
Lisa Consie, Fire Marshal 
Amanda Mangan, Assistant City Attorney 
Nicholas Bax, Assistant City Attorney 
Danielle Erjavec, Senior Property Services Specialist 
Ben VanTassel, Planning and Economic Development Director 
Steven Robertson, Construction Services Manager 
Jenn Reed Moses, Planning & Community Development Mgr. 
Tricia Hobbs, Economic Development and DEDA Manager 
Blake Nelson, Building Inspections Supervisor 
Armella Bijold, Permitting Services Administrator 
Tom Church, Senior Housing Developer 
Kyle Deming, Senior Planner 
Carolyn Gurske, Construction Services Permit Coordinator 
Dehli Heikes, Construction Services Permit Coordinator 
Emily Schouweiler, Construction Services Permit Coordinator 
James Gittemeier, Senior Transportation Planner 
Christian Huelsman, Planner II 
Suzanne Kelley, Senior Planner 
Chris Lee, Planner II 
Jason Mozol, Senior Planner 
Reina Owecke, Planner II 
Sam Smith, Administrative Info Specialist 
Tara Smith, Plans Examiner 
Mike Ceynowa, Duluth Police Chief 
Mark Bauer, Parking Manager 
Erik Birkeland, Director, Property, Parks and Libraries Director 
Jessica Peterson, Parks & Recreation Manager 
Abbie Hopper, Parks & Grounds Maintenance Manager 
Cliff Knettel, Parks & Recreation Assistant Manager 
Hank Martinsen, Property Services Supervisor 
Bryan Thoreson, Facility Operations & Maintenance Supr. 

Clark Christensen, City Forester 
Katie Bennett, Senior Parks Planner 
Jim Shoberg, Senior Landscape Architect 
Cari Pedersen, Interim Public Works and Utilities Director 
Cindy Voigt, City Engineer 
Cari Pedersen, Chief Engineer of Transportation 
Howard Smith, Chief Engineer of Utilities 
Greg Guerrero, Utility Operations Manager 
Chris Kleist, Utility Operations Supervisor 
Bill Bergstrom, Senior Engineering Specialist 
Peggy Billings, Senior Engineering Specialist 
Ryan Granlund, Utility Programs Coordinator 
Tom Johnson, Senior Engineer 
Patrick Loomis, Senior Engineer 
Duncan Schwensohn, Senior Engineer 
Andy Swanson, Sanitary I/I Programs Coordinator 
Chris Belden, Duluth Transit Authority 
Ron Chicka, MIC Director 
John Hinzmann, MnDOT District 1 Land Mgmt Supr. 
Jim Miles, MnDOT District 1 Traffic Engineer 
Cliff Bentley, MnDNR EWR District Manager 
Patricia Fowler, MnDNR Liaison 
Brianna Speldrich MnDNR Region 2 Area Hydrologist 
Anne Sims, St. Louis County Assessor’s Office 
Jon Osterberg, St. Louis County Assessor’s Office 
Stacy Caldwell Melcher, St. Louis County Land & Minerals 
Jim Foldesi, St Louis Co. Public Works & Transportation 
Brandon Kohlts, WLSSD Dir. of Planning & Tech Services 
Michael Coughlin, CenturyLink 
Chad Lawrence, Charter Communications 
Bill Byers, Lumen 
Daniel Scribner, Lumen 
Dean Dulinski, Minnesota Power 
Jill Helmer, Minnesota Power 

Date: May 14, 2026 

Subject: Planning Commission Meeting Agenda Items for June 9, 2026 

The Duluth City Planning Commission has received 9 new application(s) for review. Please review the technical aspects 
and desirability of the proposals and provide comments at your earliest convenience. Note that City of Duluth 
reviewers with access to EPL can view the applications there as well, by searching for the project number under 
"Manage Plans"  

PLCUP-2603-0008 Concurrent Use Permit for Wireless Utility near 3850 Haines Rd by Smartlink Group [CH] 
PLSUP-2605-0007 Special Use Permit for Electric Substation by Minnesota Power [JM] 
PLVAC-2605-0003 Vacation of Right of Way near 422 N 19th Ave W by Michael Contardo [CL] 
PLVAR-2602-0003 Variance from Shoreland Standards at 3821 W 7th St by Randy Gafner [RO] 
PLVAR-2604-0011 Variance from Shoreland Standards along Chester Creek by City of Duluth, Parks [JM] 

The City of Duluth is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 



PLVAR-2604-0012 Variance from Shoreland Standards along a Tributary of Merritt Creek by City of Duluth
Parks  [JM] 
PLVAR-2605-0013 Variance to Side Yard Setback at 828 E 2nd St by Emma Hamilton [CL] 
PLUMA-2604-0001* Rezoning Form Districts to Main Street Districts in the Unified Development Code 
PLUMA-2605-0002 Rezoning of Piedmont Trail System Parcels from RR-1 to P-1 by City of Duluth [RO] 

* This rezoning will include all areas currently zoned as Form District. Maps and full reports for review will be made
available on the City’s website the week prior to the meeting within the associated meeting agenda:
https://duluthmn.gov/boards-commissions/planning-commission/.

We appreciate your time and input. If you have any questions, comments or need additional background 
information, please find the initials of the assigned planner at the end of the application item and contact the 

planner directly.  

Christian Huelsman - chuelsman@duluthmn.gov 
Chris Lee - clee@duluthmn.gov 

Jason Mozol - jmozol@duluthmn.gov 
Reina Owecke – rowecke@duluthmn.gov 





EDGE CONSULTING ENGINEERS, INC.

SITE LOCATION SURVEY FOR:

WWW.EFNSURVEY.COM

 New Brighton, Minnesota 55112
PHONE: (612) 466-3300

475 Old Highway 8 NW, Suite 200

SITE LOCATION: Piedmont Avenue
and Haines Road, Duluth, Minnesota

N

EDGE CONSULTING ENGINEERS, INC.
SITE LOCATION SURVEY FOR:

SITE LOCATION: Piedmont Avenue and Haines Road, Duluth, Minnesota
SITE NAME:  CRAN RUMW GECHL 008
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