
REQUEST

The Duluth Public Arts Commission in conjunction with the City of Duluth is requesting a long-term strategic plan for public art in their City. Duluth as a community has a rich history with the arts. The Commission, with support of the Mayor, seeks a strategic plan that provides a long-term, comprehensive direction to the creative and cultural development of our community. 

ELIGIBILITY

This opportunity is open nationally. The applicant must have at least 5 years experience in strategic public arts planning. The applicant must have experience working with a city of comparable population to Duluth. The applicant must have at least three references directly related to strategic planning. Furthermore, preference will be given to applicants who show an energetic and creative approach to public art, community building, and contemporary place-making. 

BACKGROUND

The Duluth Public Arts Commission was formed by the Duluth Mayor and City Council in 1986.

Duluth Public Arts Commission Mission Statement: To support Public Art as a community investment by preserving and promoting art in public places, and to support public art activities that benefit the citizens of Duluth; to encourage partnerships that further the awareness of beauty in our community and to support our City’s environment through public art.

According to a 2013 amendment to our ordinance, the Commission will work with the City to develop and promulgate a municipal art plan. The plan will include long term objectives of the Commission in carrying out its purpose as stated above; establish criteria for the selection of artists and works of art; create a list of potential locations throughout the City for the placement of works of art; develop a list of priorities for the funding of various art projects throughout the City; identify the existing inventory of public art work in the City; establish a collection policy; and create guidelines for public accessibility and safety.

Furthermore, in its preliminary planning the Commission has adopted a definition of public art that includes all forms of art in public places, expanding its prior focus on permanent installations. 

RFQ Process:

Please submit in full a resume, references, and former proposals, along with at least one implemented strategic plan. The City and the Duluth Public Arts Commission will review applications. Three finalists will be selected to prepare proposals.
Qualifications must be submitted by 2:00 PM CST on August 28, 2014 for consideration. 

Time Table:

All qualified RFQ responses will be reviewed by a City of Duluth staff and Duluth Public Arts Commission committee and a qualified list of candidates will be created by September 30, 2014. Three finalists will be notified by September 30, 2014. Once notified, the three finalists must submit RFPs by November 10, 2014. 

Selection Criteria for the RFQ Phase:

· Quality of letter 
· Quality of work samples 
· Perceived ability of the organization to work collaboratively and successfully complete the plan, along with ability to implement the plan. 
· List of fees/direct costs for this type of project.
Submission Process:                                                                                                      The City will invite some or all candidates from the qualified strategic planners list to submit a Request for Proposal.  A detailed RFP will be required for submission for the scope of services sought.  All responses to this RFQ shall be delivered to the City of Duluth Purchasing Department office by 2:00 PM CST on August 28, 2014. Submissions must be generated in hard copy. Send submissions to: 

City of Duluth - Duluth Public Arts

Purchasing Department, Attn. Dennis Sears
411 West 1st Street

Room 100 City Hall

Duluth, MN  55802

 

Contact Person:  Mary Mathews, President, Duluth Public Arts Commission

mmathews49@charter.net
(218)780-4251

The city may, in its sole discretion, expand or reduce the criteria upon which they base final decisions regarding selection of qualified applicants.  The City of Duluth reserves the right to reject any and all qualifications and proposals and to negotiate any aspect of a proposal with a proposer.

 


