PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Community Planning Division

City Hall —411 W 15t Street — Room 110

Duluth, Minnesota 55802

218-730-5580 / planning@duluthmn.gov

Flag Committee Meeting

Monday, April 29th, 2019- 5:30 p.m.
Conference Room 116 — 1st Floor, Duluth City Hall

Introductions + Visit From Mayor Larson

Staff update:
a) Total submissions and final media outreach efforts

b) 04/03 meeting questions- follow up

Questions/discussion:
a) Survey summary (sent prior)
b) Design entry summary (sent prior)

Flag Judging Round 1
a) Atthe end of meeting the Committee will have narrowed down the selection of
flag entries to semi-finalists or finalists
b) In the event of ending with a semi-finalist selection, schedule next judging
meeting to determine finalists (05/06, 05/13, other)

www.duluthmn.gov/community-planning



DULUTH FLAG PROJECT SURVEY SUMMARY

200 Total survey responses were collected between the dates of 01/30 and 04/12. The survey had 6 questions in total,

some were multiple choice and some were open response with a character limit. The way that the open response

questions are summarized in this packet is first with a long summary list that includes all responses and with a

corresponding word cloud which is used to indicate word reoccurrence through variations in text size. Each question is

labeled Q1, Q2, etc. and has the survey question quoted at the top.

Q1 Do you think Duluth needs a new city flag?

Q2 In one word, how would you describe Duluth to a family member or

friend?

Diverse

Hidden in plain
sight

home

Yepper

Unique

Nature

beautiful

Home

Majestic

Exciting

Lake

Wholesome

| would say it has
too much going on.

Outdoorsy

Home

Beautiful

outdoorsy

Home

Cool

Gritty

City by the lake

Outdoors

Adventurous

Well-connected

Leader

Outdoorsy

Lake

Welcoming

Seal

Lake

lakeside

Shipping

Happy

nature

Port

Water, lift bridge,
nature

THE BEST PLACE
ON EARTH

Lakeside

water

Natural

Homeless

Outdoors

hilly

LAKESIDE

North

Dope

kinetic

Beautiful

Outdoors

Idyllic

Outgoing, adven-
turous

Beautiful

Offbeat

Outdoors

Outdoorsy

Great

Outdoors

Scenic

Hilly

picturesque

Awesome

Great city. Poor lib-
eral agendas.

Wrong

Lakeside

Beautiful

Zenith

Stimulating

Scenic

North

Beautiful

Outdoorsy

Cool

Superior.

Port

Friendly

Awesome

Fun

Charming

Beautiful

Community

Industrial

Overpriced

Beautiful

Community

Beautiful

Scenic




Majestic

Scenic

\Water

Port City

Beautiful

North

unpolished

Nice

Beautiful

Outdoorsy

Beautiful

Hearty

Nice

scenic

north

Beautiful

Antiquated

Tourism

Magnificent

North

Nature

Beauriful

Picturesque

Post-industrial

progressive

Scenic

Perfect

Beautiful

Lake Superior
views the Lift Bridge
and ships

Ascendant

Innovation

Homie

Aspiring

Hill

Clean

Historic

Hard-working

Beautiful

A northern San
Francisco

Hip

Watery

Outdoors

tourist-centric

home

Powerful

Beautiful

Outdoors

\Wasteful

Home

Authentic

Colorful

Outdoorsy

Hills

Cold

Scenic

Lakeside

Vibrant

Beautiful

Resolve or grit.

Scandanavian

scenic

Fabulous

Views

Hilly

outdoorsy

Outdoors

Minnesotan

Creative

hardy

O

Inspiring

PortTown

Elegant

Wasteful

harbor

Beautiful

Pathetic

Clear

Cool

Outside

Trees

Nature

Hilly

home

Beautiful

Llttoral

terrain

Engaging

beautiful

Official seal on col-
or stripes with
french stuff

togetherness

Dated

Nature-friendly

Authentic

Unique

Home

Scenic

Natural

Outdoors

Tilt

Artistic

Distinct.

Beautiful

Historically

Beautiful

simple and note-
worthy

Outdoorsy

\Water

Transformative

scenic

Hub

Complicated

A beautifully under-
rated gem

Edenesque




Q2 (Continued) In one word, how would you describe Duluth to a family

member or friend?

Q3 What is an event that you think was critical in defining or shaping

Duluth?

The Great Depression

Being a port city for ship-
ping ore and grain

The establishment of the
shipping industy of Du-
luth.

shipping season

unknown

Enger Tower

Western-most Lake Supe-
rior settlement

Being a major shipping
port

mining

the economic decline
which started in the
1950's and continued
through the 1980s

not sure

Its settlement

ice age

Iron ore discovery on the
Iron Range

Indian communities

Native settlement

The greatlakean advance
of the Laurentide ice
sheet in 11,000 b.p.

Discovery of iron ore.

Port City

Building of the ariel lift
bridge

Outdoors

Lincoln Park Renaissance

Hawk's Ridge bird migra-
tion

Creation of the canal/port

The creation of Lake Su-
perior

Unsure

Industrial Revolution

The excavation of the ca-
nal to give Duluth a har-
bor entry




Not sure

Snow

Taconite mining

Recreating Canal Park.

Scenic highway construc-
tion

Lynchings

Lynchings in 1918 and
1920.

Most summer Events

Lake Superior

SHIPPING

Idk

shipping

Grandmas marathon

The lake

Homegrown

The golden age from the
late 19th century to the
mid 20th.

Ore boats

Continental Rifting

Glaciers

Shipping industry

Not sure

Not sure

| admittedly can't think of
a specific event from Du-
luth history.

Commerce

Glaciers

Immigration

Uh.... closing of the mill?

Ship canal

The Ojibwe people using
Spirit Island as a stopping
place.

Lift Bridge

2

Steel/Shipping industry

shipping by boat

Initial contact with Indige-
nous community

Duluth becoming a major
port city

Rebuilding Canal Park

Homegrown

Homegrown Music Festi-
val

Creating the port

Shipping

Canal building

Lake Superior

Shipping industry

The "iron rush" of the ear-
ly 1900s

First ore shipment to Du-
luth (18827)

Yup

Shipwreck water

Shipping industry

Haven't lived here long
enough to know

The Iron Trade.

Our founding

Shipping Industry

Every sunrise

Shipping

Nasty weather

The digging of Duluth's
Shipping Canal.

Grandmas

Grandmas Marathon

N)a

Bentlyville

?

Daniel Greysolon, Sieur
du Lhut exploring the ar-
ea.

The convergence of cul-

tures: European traders/

settlers and American In-
dians

Tourism , to see the port
of entry to recreation

The Ships

Building the shipping ca-
nal

Parks in the city, multi use
trail access kept/
maintained

The bell at enter tower

Homegrown

indigenous residents - fur
trade

Welfare

Glaciers melting

The lighting of the light
bridge

It's function as a port city.

The outdoors the

shipping

The formation of Lake Su-
perior?

Grandmas

Welfare drawing Chicago-
ins here.

Nothing that I've seen yet,
other than the use of the
trails within the city limits.

Port shipping

Iron Ore

Creation of the shipping
canal.

Lake superior

Ore docks

Shipping

The rise of the shipping
industry

Opening of the Seaway

glaciers melting to form
Lake Superior

Shipping industry

Stealing the land from the
natives

The building of the bridg-
es

Boats or lumber

Creation of lift bridge

The placement of the
bridge.

Revitalization of Canal
Park

Unsure

Lift bridge

tourism!

2002 Geek Prom

Unsure

Shipping

Shipping

Grandmas marathon

Unsure

Colonialism

Grandma’s Marathon

Congdon family

The discovery of iron on
the Range

The opening of the lift
bridge

Unsure

Industry

Lift bridge




It's importance to Ameri-
can trade

Grandma’s marathon

The glaciers leaving be-
hind the amazing topogra-

phy

The lake

Being Outside magazines
#1 city

John Beargrease Sled
Dog Race

The ice receding to create
the lakes, rivers, and hills
that lead to Duluths ship-
ping and merchantile his-

tory.

Founding

Development of Canal
Park

The Arial Lift Bridge

Grandmas marathon

No single event but our
rich history particularly
1850-1950

land at a fair price

Natural beauty

Becoming a major ship-
ping port.

First airline service in
1913, sparking Duluth's
aviation industry

Glaciers

French Arrival

Bentleyville

Leif Erikson's discovery

Discovery of Iron Ore by
the Merritt Brothers

Steel industry boom

Sieur DuLhut

Founding or mining boom.

Shipping

Park Point Lift Bridge

Shipping

shipping

Founding the city

Opening of the canal

The economic boom of
the early 1900s and sub-
sequent decline.

Lift bridge construction

Trade on Lake Superior

Digging the canal

Creation of the canal then
the later creation of the
Panama canal

grandmas

Industry

ocean shipping

Mississippi Railroad

nothing on mind

ojibwe settlement

The discovery of iron ore,
mining, and shpping

Cutting the canal

construction of the canal

Duluth Natural Areas Pro-
gram Initiative

Not sure

Great Fire of 1918

Development of parks and
waterfront

unsure

The old trolley up the hill

The Railroads

The shipping industry

lake superior

Shipping

ojibwe settlement

The mining boom in the
late 1800’s

After the industry left, the
re-branding of the town as
an outdoor and tourist
destination

Iron Mining

canal / shipping industry




Q3 (Continued) What is an event that you think was critical in defining or

shaping Duluth?

Q4 One basic principle of flag design is “Use meaningful symbolism”,

what icon or image would you use to represent Duluth best?

Northern Lights or
waves

Aerial Lift Bridge

lake superior

\Water

Tree

Water, tree, or the
bridge

The lake needs to
be represeted.

shoreline

A compass rose

Northshore

Water

the lift bridge

the lake

the Aerial Lift
Bridge

Lakes and trees

A fleur de lis made
of cross-braced
steel.

Arial Bridge

\Water/lake

The Lift Bridge

A tree or a moun-
tain

Lake Superior

the lake

The Aerial Lift
Bridge

Lift Bridge

Lake Superior

Lift Bridge

Something to re-
flect the land meet-
ing the water

the hill along the
lakeside

Lift bridge

\Water.

Lake Superior & St
Louis River shore-
lines

Th lift bridge

Something to rep-
resent it's far north
situation

Water

Lake Superior

Lift bridge

Lift bridge

Lift Bridge and
Lake Superior

The Lake

WHERE LAND

MEETS LAKE

Lift bridge

A lighthouse




Lift bridge

Yes

The bridge

The canal

Lake Superior

Lake Superior

Waves

The lift bridge

Water

The hillside and/or
the lake

The bridge

Bridge

Hill and lake

The Lift Bridge

Lake superior

Liftbrigde

A birchbark canoe
in front of an ore
boat

The lake!

Lake Superior

Water is a domi-
nant feature

Aerial Lift Bridge

Lift bridge

Lake Superior

Hill, Lake, or Lift
Bridge

Lake Superior

Ships

Lake Superior/
water.

The Lift Bridge.

Ore boat red

The enter Bell you
can hear all over
the city

Boats, the Water,
the Lift Bridge

Lift Bridge or
Enger tower

Network of Con-
venience

water, the harbor

Landscape

A dirty uncapped
needle in a park

Aerial Lift Bridge/
Lake Superior

| think the same
flag, without the
seal

Water

Lift Bridge

Hillside

The lake

Lake Superior

The intersection of
the lake with the
hillside

Hill meets lake

Lake Superior

Canal.

Lake Superior

Potholes

Compass

Lake Superior, the
only thing good.

Lake superior

Sunrise on lake ,
also Fish Deer
Wolf Grouse Skis

Hills and water

hillside

The Duluth Lift-
bridge.

The Lake hitting
the hillside

Lake with a ship

hills

Hillside with the
lake and liftbride

lift bridge as to-
getherness & co-
operation

Lake Superior

something about
Lake Superior

The lift bridge

Create a better
future for young
people.

Water

Water

Lift bridge

Star of the north

The obvious
choice is the lift
bridge...but...

Elements of the
Aerial Lift Bridge’s
angles

Lift bridge or the
lake

Ariel lift bridge

lake, hills, or trees

Aerial Lift Bridge

Aerial Lift Bridge

Aerial Bridge and
Enger Tower

Canal park harbor
entry.

the lake

The lake & hill

Lake Superior and
the hill

Lift bridge, Lake
Superior, ships

Hill

It should have a
blue base for water

Lake

Ariel lift bridge

Lift bridge

Lake Superior, Ari-
el Lift Bridge, the
Hill

Bridge/Canal/laker/
hill w-water/or Su-
perior

Lake Superior

Lift bridge or light-
house (but mostly
lift bridge)

water

tilt town flag please

Bridge

ship and water

the lake

The loft bridge

aerial lift bridge

Lift bridge

Lift bridge

Lift bridge

forest, water, hill---
NOT THE BRIDGE

Hills and water

Not the @#$%ing
liftbridge, for God's
sake.

The northern lights

The lake

The lake and the
hillside

Ship or lift bridge

Something which
incorporates the
natural beauty

Water

Iron Ore Carrier

Lake Superior

Lake, hillside

Hard rock/cliffside
that meets water.

the Lift bridge

Lift bridge

the lake and the
hill

the corner of lake
superior

Blue color

lake superior

The anchor, to rep-
resent the harbor

Liftbridge

The sun in the lake

Lift bridge

A blue field or area
to represent Lake
Superior?

something related
to the lake

Water

Hillside along Lake
Superior

Trees, hills, bike
tire, snow, lift
bridge, lake

The lift bridge, styl-
ized.

Lift Bridge

Water

The lake/hill

Hill

Lake Superior

hills and water

Lift Bridge

Lake Superior

Aerial LIft Bridge

Lake Superior

Lake Superior

Lake Superior




Any transportation Lake + Hillside

symbol (i.e, wing, Harbor/Bridge
ship, etc) _ Lift bridge
Fleur de Lis aerial lift bridge
The lift bridge ra- The lake
ther than the seal. .

— lake + hill
Lift bridge ;
Blue Lake Superior?

Water/Blue

Canal
Lift bridge
Star

Q4 (Continued) One basic principle of flag design is “Use meaningful
symbolism”, what icon or image would you use to represent Duluth best?



Q5 Another basic principle of flag design is “Use 2-3 basic colors”. While

considering how color can symbolize meaning, choose up to 3 colors that

you think should be used on the new flag

120
100
80
60

40

20 I

[=]

B Number of votes

Q6 Is there anything else you would like to be considered in the design of

the new flag?

nature over man-made
landmarks

the phrase "fly high du-
luth"

The flag should tell the
story of Duluth

Keep the concept sim-
ple while creating a
great visual

the rocky hill/coastline

| like the current colors
and representation for
Duluth

The uniqueness having
Duluth's residents living
stretched out in a nar-
row band over 20+
miles of shoreline and
striving to feel united
and part of one city.

| hope that, when vot-
ing time comes, the
'Artist's Statement', or
concepts from the
Artist's Statements, are
included. | know some-
one who has designed
a couple flags, and was
able to better appreci-
ate them once | knew
the rationale behind the
symbolism.

Maybe a Nordic Cross,
calling to Scandinavian
heritage.

This town is dying.
Thanks.

No

The Lake! The Hills!
and overall awesome-
ness.

Simplicity is best! Vexil-
lology!

Sunset or Edmund
Fitzgerald

Keep the current flag
and just remove the
seal.

| adore the simplicity of
the proposed Tilt Town
flag; it eloquently cap-
ture the unique land-
scape of Duluth (one of
Duluth’s defining fea-
tures).

Simplicity

A loon, trees.

streams

sense of place

It would be nice to
have a pine tree or two
on the flag

Nature

Yes! Something that
emphasizes the beauty
of where we are. Iconic
symbols like the Light-
house and Lift Bridge
are things that are im-
mediately Duluth identi-
fiers and remind us
why we love the city.

It should be logo wor-
thy for tourist merchan-
dise opportunities

Don’t go all modern
and weird with rain-
bows

No words or seals.

THE HILL

Get rid of the cross...
It's a Christian symbol
used by (mostly cauca-
sian) nordic countries.
It is an alienating sym-
bol for non-whites and
and non-Christians.

The natural beauty of
the region surrounding
Duluth - the trees, the
lake, the beach. These
are all very important to
the area & draw people
to the city.

diversity!




No but please have
them for sale so | can
happily hang one wher-
ever | am

Please, let's not have it
be of the lift bridge...
we can be more subtle
and better with our de-
sign.

simple with a large icon
in the middle

| am not an artist and
have no insight regard-
ing color selection

Connections to land
(incl iron and forests)
and water.

To be non-political.
Use the flag to further
Duluth as a community.

The lake,bridge,and hill

north star

Ore boats

Outdoors colors

The history of Duluth,
presented in a modern
way

Represent all neighbor-
hoods

A different blue - a pal-
er blue - one that
matches the sky and
the color of ice in win-
ter; and maybe a pale
yellow like the dune
grass that is so beauti-

ful against the blue sky.

continuing the theme of
the old flag

No SEALS please!!!
Maybe an alternate
shaped as well, I've
seen some cool flag
with alternate shapes.

| trust the amazing art-
ists that walk Duluth to
pull this off

This place is amazing
year-round. Some sort
of recognition of winter
beauty as well.

Just the lake

Go for something sim-
ple and basic rather
than bold and symbolic
(see the slant city flag
as a great example).

| think the new flag
should be something
that is easily recog-
nized as Duluth

Tree hugging

Make it elegant but not
overdone and crowded.
Something that simply
captures the idea of
Duluth and the direc-
tion it's going on. The
focus of growth and
change and diversity of
its people. A look of the
future instead of a flag
rooted in history.

Simple, yet deeper
meaning in the symbol-
ism

symbolism of hope or
unity

Beer

The tilt town design

Don't use the lift bridge
on the flag - it's used
SO much in other busi-
ness brands through-
out town. Abstract sym-
bolism is better.

No flag. Focus on cli-
mate change and cre-
ating a better world for
younger generations,
not tourism.

| don't quite know how
to convey this, but, Du-
luth is a town with grit/
resilience. | think the
current administration,
and other boosters, are
jumping on an outdoor
recreation bandwagon
and focusing too much
on the natural aspects
of the city. While |
think outdoor recrea-
tion and nature are
great (I moved my fam-
ily here from the west
coast in part because
of it), it seems like that
fad will pass. Also, out-
door recreation is often
viewed as a code to
marginalized people as
"whites only" -- which is
not the kind of place |
want to live. So, alt-
hough | think we can
draw useful metaphors
from nature to convey
the special-ness of this
place, | don't think the
flag should include any
outdoor recreation im-
agery. So, in other
words, please no fat-
tire bike plastered on
the flag :-D

Not too literal.

Nick Sunsdahl’s “Tilt
Town” flag design.

Duluth being a Tourist
Destination and City of
services, | use
to live in MPLS and
Greater Minnesota
people always adored
Duluth’s Beauty and
Uniqueness for Vaca-
tions

Evoking of nature.

Also don’t forget Enger
Tower

Have a Ship!!!

symbols that represent
Duluth on Lake Superi-
or, lighthouse, water,
being a harbor city.

Snow

no lift bridge - it's a key
landmark but overused
in Duluth imagery

If it can't be the Tilt
Town Flag, it should
perhaps echo Scandi-
navian flag design
(Norway, Denmark,
Sweden, Iceland, etc.).

the outdoors! such a
major outdoor and sce-
nic city

Make it cool, not "safe"

| think that it is im-
portant to avoid any
cultural symbolism or
the desire to highlight
any single immigrant or
indigenous group(s). |
would be wary of using
any colors or iconogra-
phy important to local
Ojibwe peoples, even
as an appreciative nod,
as it could come across
as extremely paternal-
istic.

Duluth is a unique
place in the world, full
of, and surrounded by,
unparalleled natural
beauty. Let's get this

layout of the land...hills
in back ground, land,
and then water (as if
looking at Duluth from
a boat on Lake Superi-

A star

No

Lake Superior

Pine trees/lake/ship/
depot

No lift bridge. No ship.

Native Americans

right. or )
| would have the lift like no other national or
bridge in the center, local flag

behind it is a sunset/
sunrise in the middle of
the lift bridge is put
lake superior wish a
star where Duluth is.
On the sides, I'd put
colors of the fall sea-
son in the trees to sym-
bolize our spectacular

season changes.

Perhabs a latin quote.




Not so boxy - if it's rep-
resenting the lake
(which at least part of it
should) then it should-
n’t be so square - the
lake is living, flowing,
undulous. Duluth isn’t
just green blue and
white - it's so much
more - | would honestly
say take a peak at the
Minnesota state flag -
see how it has a circle
holding all of its im-
portant symbols and
one solid color outside
- that’s a good design -
the Spanish flag does
something similar.

Bold

Lake Superior: some
sort of water represen-
tation

The lake

The lift bridge and not
the seal. Everything
else makes sense in-
cluding the Fleur de lis.

Use Denver's flag
(very classy design
without being over-
done) as a model to
indicate Duluth's sea-
sons: white-snow,
green-grass, blue-
Lake Superior.....with
sun.

Lake superior

Public vote. Let the
people decide.

Don't make it look like
the old one

Any acknowledgement
of Duluth's Scandina-
vian heritage (Nordic
cross, etc)

| like the darker blue to
represent the lake. This
is the one time | will
say- please no pink or
purple!

definitely should con-
tain symbols of Indige-
nous culture

Something which high-
lights the cultural diver-
sity of the region

The whole history and
community needs to
be represented. Du-
luth is more than a
bridge or tower. The
flag should incorporate
timeless symbolism.

Something that re-
spectfully represents
our native and major
immigrant communi-
ties.




DULUTH FLAG PROJECT DESIGN ENTRY SUMMARY

195 total flag entries were collected between 01/30 and 04/12. The contact information from
each designer has been omitted but a design description/meaning can be seen underneath each
entry. A red number to the right of each flag design will be used to identify the submission.
Participants were limited to five designs per person. If multiple flag designs were submitted
from one designer, the numbering of the flags will also include letters. For example, five
submitted designs from one designer would look like 1a, 1b, 1c, 1d, le.

Quality of flag entry will differ because both digital and physical formatting was accepted. If the
Committee finds that a hand-drawn entry should be part of the final flag selection, digitization
would occur before public voting in May/June in order to better promote equality and fairness
during this process.

Quick Stats:
Total submitted flag designs: 195
Number of designers: 98
Average age: 31
Oldest age: 70
Youngest age: 5
Percentage of identified professionals: 34%
Duluthian designers: 66%
Furthest location of designer: Italy
Other locations:
International- Spain, Scotland, the Netherlands

Out of state- Oklahoma, Texas, Virginia, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, Michigan,
Wisconsin, Arizona, and Washington
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