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Overview 
•Brief history of site - Hawk Ridge Nature Reserve (HRNR) and 
organization - Hawk Ridge Bird Observatory (HRBO)
•Background of the HRNR Facilities Improvement Plan
•Key Issues/Needs for Facilities Improvements
•Planning Process and Design
•Funding and Timeline
•Questions?
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AMAZING FALL MIGRATION!! 
200,000-300,000 birds counted each fall! 



•Once known as a place where birds were 
shot for target practice

•1937 – members of Duluth Bird Club 
gathered “bushel baskets of dead hawks”

•Birds of prey (Raptors), such as hawks, 
falcons, eagles, owls weren’t protected by 
early laws. 

History of Hawk Ridge 
Nature Reserve (Site)



Early years and 
pioneers of 
Hawk Ridge 
Nature Reserve 

1972: Hawk Ridge Nature 
Reserve established with 
trust agreement between 
City and Duluth Audubon. 
Raptor count & banding 
research started.



History of Hawk Ridge 
Bird Observatory (Organization):

2003-04: The Hawk Ridge Bird Observatory formed as 
new nonprofit and new management entity for HRNR. 
HRNR designated as the first Important Bird Area in 
MN. Education programs and visitor services expand. 



Mission:

To protect birds of prey and other migratory birds
in the Western Lake Superior Region 

through research, education, and stewardship



Hawk Ridge Programs
• Research

• Education

• Stewardship



Research & Education at HRNR
50 Years and Counting! 



Bird Research
• Fall Bird Migration Count and Banding at HRNR

• Spring Bird Migration Count at West Skyline Sites

• Summer MAPS Songbird Banding Project at HRNR

• Various year-round bird research projects in 
conjunction with graduate students and other 
partners at HRNR and region



Education Programming 
•Fall at Hawk Ridge Nature Reserve
•Spring at West Skyline Count 
•Year-round outreach and programs



Stewardship at HRNR
• Management and Maintenance of 

Natural Resources and Facilities
• In partnership with City of Duluth with 

help of HRBO volunteers and other groups



Current Facilities
•Main overlook
•Education program area
•Observation/count platform
•Banding station
•Seasonal portable toilets
•4 miles of hiking trails



Main Overlook at HRNR
-18,000 visitors to HRNR each fall
-Busy East Skyline Pkwy (people & vehicles)
-Limited safe, accessible facilities



Education Program Area
-6,000 participants in programs at HRNR
-Limited capacity for programs



Background on Project
2009 - Need for additional education program area 
identified due to increased programs and visitors
2016 – Need for additional education facilities 
improvements recognized for safety and accessibility
2019 – Grants received for initial planning work



Key Issues/Needs for Improvements
•Limited accessible facilities
•Visitor/traffic safety
•Education space and capacity 



Planning Process 
2020 – HRBO met with City of Duluth Directors (Parks 

& Rec and Property & Facilities) to share initial 
planning ideas for facilities improvements

2020 - HRBO begins work with SAS+ Associates on 
facilities planning and design

2021 – HRBO held focus group meetings to gather 
further input on facilities improvements

2021 – Grant funding awarded for final planning work

2022 – Public open house held for comment



Plan and Design Goals

1) Accessible education areas and facilities 

2) Improved visitor safety with roadway enhancements

3) Additional education areas and facilities for increased 
capacity, education program opportunities for both 

guided and self-guided visitors, and program income. 

















Fundraising and Timeline
-Fundraising plan/timeline will be 

established in 2022-23

-HRBO lead fundraising campaign 
(grants, donations) & some in 
conjunction with City of Duluth

-Project construction phased based on 
priority and funding

-Initial cost projections are estimated 
at $2-2.5 million.



Special Thanks To:
Lloyd K. Johnson Foundation
Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation
SAS+Associates
City of Duluth
Planning Focus Group Members



Visit, volunteer, become a 
member!  THANK YOU!!

Enjoy the beauty and birds of 
Hawk Ridge with us!



QUESTIONS? 

Contact Info:
Email: mail@hawkridge.org

Website: www.hawkridge.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/HawkRidgeDuluth

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/hawk_ridge_bird_observatory/

Twitter: www.twitter.com/Hawk_Ridge

Blog: hawkridgeblog.blogspot.com

Phone: (218) 428-6209
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