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Hello Leah,
 
As John Staine suggested, I have attached some images of our house at 1524 Cliff Avenue
(that I will have to send in two separate emails) for reconsideration of the 2022 assessment. 
He mentioned that we have a high-end house and that houses in our neighborhood have
recently been sold for lots of money.  We are familiar with a few of those houses and know
they are much larger than ours and that prior to going on the market top to bottom
renovations have been undertaken, which would add value even in this overheated market.
 
Our house is a 1970’s house that has not been renovated and would be in need of renovation
which we are not prepared to do as we are not anticipating it being on the market.  We had
hoped to side it two years ago and had a bid over $40,000 at that time, which would be
considerably higher now.  All of the surrounding properties in our neighborhood also have air
conditioning which we do not and which should certainly detract from current value of the
house and hope that you would take that into account when you make your decision.
 
The most important fact, other than the general condition of the house inside and out, is that
it is basically a 2-bedroom house with small living spaces and an unfinished basement.  In
raising the assessment $50,000 you also reduced our homestead credit and in effect raised
the assessed value even higher.  It would be good if someone could do an in-person visit as
was done in the past and always resulted in a lowered valuation. 
 
Please let me know if I can give you any more information and if necessary, let me know next
steps.
 
Thank you,
Ellen Wiss
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