PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES COMMITTEE

13-082-0 REPLACEMENT
ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TERMS FOR ISSUANCE OF YEARLY
STREET OBSTRUCTICN PERMITS, AMENDING SECTION 45-18.1 OF
TEE DULUTH CITY CODE, 1958, AS AMENDED.
CITY PROPOSAL:
The city of Duluth does ordain:
Section 1. That section 45-18.1 of the Duluth city code, 1959, as amended,
is hereby amended to read as follows:
Sec. 45-18.1. Eimitted—yYearly permit for certain types of
vehicular okstructiong.
(a) Notwithstanding any provision in this Article to the
contrary, the city engineer may issue Iimited—yvearly vehicular

Qbstruction permits allowing vehicles for which such permits have

been issued to obstruct street, alleys or sidewalks subject to the

restrictions sget forth herein, Such permit shall authorize such

obstructions only when the city engineer determines that such

obstruction ig reasonably necessary to allow the permit holder to

construct, repaixr, improve or democlish a building or structure

immediately adjacent to the affected street, alleyv or sidewalk. The

fee for such permit shall be set in accordance with Section 31-6(a)
of this Code. No suchtimited—yeardy permit shall be issued unless

the applicant has first filed a bond and insurance required by

Section 45-19 in this Article. 2Ztimited—ypearIySuch permit shall

authorize a vehicle displaying such permit to obstruct streets,

alleys or sidewalks where such obstruction meets thepermit—iotder
tomakeamr-untintted-nunberof-okbatroctionswhritoihrweet—the following

criteria:

{1} No obstruction shall last longer than 824 hours,
and the permittee shall not cbstruct that area or the surrounding

100 feet for at least five days thereafter;



(2) Nc part of any street or alley shall be cbstructed
unless one unobstructed lane of traffic at least 12 feet wide is
maintained in each direction, and, in the case of sidewalks, at
least a five foot width of sidewalk or boulevard shall remain uncb-
structed for pedestrian pasgage;

(3) No excavationg shall be involved;

(4) The area obstructed shall not exceed 350 square
feet, at any locaticn; |

(5) No mobile machinery shall be moved ontc an ob-
structed sidewalk;

{6} Only equipment and mobile machinery needed for
maintenance purposes may be placed in a street or alley;

(7) All street and alley obstructions must be signed
and/or protected by traffic contrel devices as set forth in the
Minnesota manual on wuniform traffic control devices and its
appendices;

(8) Such permit shall not be wvalid to permit

obstruction of any street, alley or sidewalk within 50 feet of any

property owned or controlled by the permit holder or any entitv

legally related to the permit holder,

(9) The city engineer may impose any other conditions
on the permit deemed necessary to protect public safety, including
a requirement that the city be notified of street chstructions;

(k) In addition to the permit guthorized by this secticn,

Fthe hclder of suchatimited—vyearty permit shall be required to take
out imdividuat permits pursuant to this Article for any obstructicn
or excavation not meeting the criteria set forth in Subdivision (a)
of this Section;

(c) The holder of a Timited—yeariy-permit issued under this

section shall post such permit or a copy thereof on each wvehicle



using said permit to authorize anvy applicable obstructionsob—site
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Section 2. That this ordinance shall take effect 30 days after its passage

and publication.
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: The purpose of this ordinance is to modify the conditions

applicable to the issuance of yearly permite to obstruct streets, alleys and
gidewalks.

Currently, the Code authorizes the City Engineer to igsue a permit which allows
the permit holder an unlimited number of obstructions throughout the entire city.
This results in a situation where one permit holder will pay the same for many



hundreds of uses as compared to another permit holder who uses the permit for
only a few uses. In addition, the current permit situation ig subject to abuse
such as being used to authorize uses in circumstances for which the permit was
not intended, such as convenience parking.

This proposes authorizing the issuance of annual permits for gpecific vehigles.
The present fee propesal would provide for issuance of permits for up to 30
vehicles for the initial fee and then would charge a modest additional fee for
additional permits, thus bringing charges for the permits into line with the
number of vehicles that will use the privilege associated with the permits.

In addition, it would limit use of the permit to obstructions related to the
conatruction, repalr, improvement or demolition of buildings, would limit the
duration to 8 hours from the current 24 and would prohibit use adjacent to or
near property owned or controlled by the permit holder.



